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do all whom it may concermn: |

Be it known that I, Josn LEwIs GASH, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Kl-
mer, in the county of Macon and State of

Missouri, have invented a new and useiul

Improvement in Reversible Mail-Bag Catch-
ers and Deliverers, of which the following 1s

and deliverers, and more particularly to re-
versible mail-catchers, the object being to
provide a catcher so constructed that 1t can
be reversed, so that it can be operated when
the train is going in either direction.

Another object of my invention 1s to pro-

very simple and cheap in construction and
one which 1s very effective 1n use.
Another object of myv invention 1s to so

control the deliverer adapted to be attached

to the car that the weight of the bag will se-

curely lock the deliverer at right angles to
the car. | |

With these objects in view the invention
consists of the novel features of construction,

combination, and arrangement of parts here-

inafter fully described, and pointed -out 1n
the claims. B |

In the drawings forming a part of this
specification, Figure 1 is a perspective view
of my improved mail-bag catcher and deliv-

“erer, showing the parts arranged beside the

 track with a mail-bag suspended ready to be

35

- track, mail-bag catcher and deliverer.
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caught and the parts attached to the car
showing a mail-bag suspended ready to be
caught. Fig. 2 is a detall plan view. Jhg. 3
1s a side elevational view of my impro%fed
g,
4 is a detail plan view of the track catcher,
showing the arms in position to receive the

catcher, showing the arms closed. Kig. 6 1s
a detall perspective view of the locking
means of the car deliverer-arms. Fig. 71s a
side view of the car deliverer swung against

the side of the car out of use.. .
In the drawings, A indicates a hollow

metal post adapted to be secured in the
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oround to one side of the track surrounded
by a platform B, provided with steps C. A
collar D is formed on the post adjacent 1its
upper end on which rests a sleeve Iti, mount-

ed on the post and provided with apertured |
ears in which one end of-a curved arm I 1s

%ivoted, which is provided with a hooked end
F” and a central enlarged apertured portion

=

Fig. 5 is a detail plan view of the track

A

sleeve G is mounted on the post pro- U

vided with apertured ears in which a similar }

curved arm H is pivoted, having a hooked
end H' and .an enlarged apertured portion
H? adapted to be pivotally connected to the

6o

enlarged portion ¥? of the arm F by a bolt,

and between this arm the mail-bag is adapt-

ed to be suspended. -
Secured to the post A above the platform

B is a disk I, provided with a cut-out portion

I/, having downwardly-projecting lugs I* ad-

jacent 1ts edge, forming stops. A sleeve J 1s

mounted on the post A above the disk I, pro-
vided with an arm J’, adapted to rest on the

disk, having a hook J* projecting under the
disk adapted to engage the lug I* when swung
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around and prevent the same from going too

far. A bowed spring S is secured to the edge
of the disk opposite the cut-out portion, hav-
ing a depression S’ formed therein midway
its length, in which the hook J* is adapted to
fit and securely hold the arm J’ out in posi-
tion to catch a bag. . Mounted on the end of
the arm J is a socket K, adjustably secured

thereon by a thumb-screw K’ and provided

with a bowed arm K? at its end. A bowed
arm K2 is pivotally mounted on the socket,

“adapted to be engaged by the bag and se-

curely hold the bag between the arms. It

will be readily seen that the socket carrying

the arms can be removed and reversed, so
that the catcher can be used for trains going

1n either direction.

An ordinary catcher L is mounted in the
door of the car M, adapted to catch the bag
suspended between the arms I and H of my
improved deliverer. Secured to the side of
the car adjacent the door is a pair of aper-
tured brackets N and O, in which a vertical
shaft P, having a head P’, 1s mounted, on
which i1s mounted a pair of sleeves Q and R,
provided with arms Q' R’, having hooked

ends Q* R* and connected together by a bar-

5. A coll-spring P? surrounds the shaft

between the bracket N and sleeve Q, adapted
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to hold the arms up and against the side of '

the car. The bracket O is provided with a

recess O, adapted to receive a lug R?, formed -

on the arm R’, where a bag is placed between
the arms, and securely hold the arms at right
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angles to the side of the car, the weight of the

bag overcoming the tension of the spring.

From the foregoing description 1t will be
readily seen that 1 have provided a very
novel catcher and deliverer so constructed

that the track catcher can be easily and
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quickly reversed and one which will orasp
the bag from the deliverer on the car and
securely hold the same.

Having thus fully described my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a mail-bag catcher and deliverer, the
combination with a post provided with a lon-
gitudinally-swinging arm, of a socket pro-
vided with a catcher mounted on said arm,
and means for securing said socket on said
arm, for the purpose desecribed. -

2. In a mail-bag catcher and deliverer, the
combination with a post having a disk se-
cured thereon, provided with stops, of an
arm mounted on said post provided with a
hook adapted to engage said stops, and a re-
versible catcher mounted on said arm, for the
purpose described.

3. In a device of the kind described, the !

combination with a post having a disk se-
cured thereon provided with downwardly-
projecting lugs, of an arm mounted on said
post provided with a hook extending under
sald disk a socket mounted on said arm pro-
vided with a bowed arm, a bowed arm piv-
oted on said socket and means for securing
sald socket on said arm for the purpose de-
scribed. - _

4. In a device of the kind described, the
combination with a post, of sleeves mounted
on sald post provided with arms pivoted to-
gether midway their length, having hooked
ends, for the purpose described.

- combination with apertured

5. In a mail-bag catcher and deliverer, the
combination with a vertical slidable and ro-
tatable shaft mounted in brackets on the
side of the car, of spring-actuated arms pro-
vided with hooked ends mounted on said

- shalt, and means for locking said arms at

right angles to said car, for the purpose de-
seribed.

6. 1n a mail-bag catcher and deliverer, the
brackets se-
cured to the side of the car, of a headed shaft
mounted 1 said brackets, sleeves mounted
on sald shaft provided with arms having
hooked ends connected together, a coil-
spring surrounding said shaft between the
upper bracket and the upper sleeve, one end
being agamst said bracket, and the other
against sard arm, a recess formed in the up-
per edge of the lower bracket and a lug
formed on the lower arm adapted to be held
therein by the weight of the bag, for the pur-
pose described. |

7. 1n a mail-bag catcher and deliverer the
combination with a post having a disk se-
cured thercon, a bowed spring sccured on the
edge of the disk provided with depression,
an arm pivoted on said post provided with a
catcher and ahook carried by said arm adapt-
ed to fit 1n the depression of the bowed spring
for the purpose described.

JOHN LEWIS GASH.

Witnesses:
J. B, PATTERSON,
T. L. I'reID,.
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