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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Cora IsaABELLA RaAX-
KIN, a citizen of the United States, residing
in the borough of Manhattan, city of New
York, county of New York, and State of New
York, have invented certain new and useiul

Improvements in Collar-Supporters, of which -

the following is a specification. .

This invention relates to and has for an
object to provide an improved collar-sup-
porter and one which is peculiarly adapted
for holding light and transparent materials
In proper shape and position about the neck.

It not only comprises means for sustaining
the collar in its vertical height, but also

maintaining the lower edge properly distend-

~ ed and in desired lines.
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inside thereof and revealing

separated members or

The invention also comprises means for
fastening the collar to the supporter and the

various stays which constitute the same.

In the drawings accompanying and form-
Ing a part of the specification, Figure 1 is a
broken-away portion of a collar, showing the
my improved
supporter applied thereto. Fig. 2 is a side
view of a form of the supporter removed.
Ig. 3 is an inside view of a section of a col-
lar, showing the supporter applied.

Similar characters of reference designate
corresponding parts in the several views of
the drawing. S

The supgorter is made of such shape as to
give the desired conformation and shape to
the collar. In the present instance it is
shown of skeleton formation, Comprising a
body portion or longitudinally - extending
member 10, adapted to run lengthwise of the
collar, and means located transversely of said
body portion and comprising a plurality of
stays 12.  The lower
edge 11 of the body member usually conforms
to the lower edge of the collar, the curvature
given such edge being the same as that g1ven
to the edge of the collar or that portion
which will come adjacent to such edge 11.
The transversely-located members or stays
12 are of such height from the edge 11 of the
body member that, they will correspond sub-
stantially with the height of the collar which
1t 1s desired to shape and support by this im-
proved supporter. . -

Ifor the purpose of attaching the fabric 14

~to the supporter the latter is provided with

sultable securing means, which comprise
prongs formed by punching openings 15 from

- the material of which the supporter is made,

- thereby forming in

_ each of the openings a
tongue or prong 16. In the present instance
these openings, and therefore the prongs, are
of V-shaped formation, the prongs being
preterably left of about

ing.

by stamping it from a suitable object of elas-
tic or resilient material—as, for instance,
celluloid—which may be transparent, so that
when used upon open-work material, such
as lace or other flimsy fabric, the sup

when in position on the neck of the wearer.,
T'he fastening-prongs are preferably located
in sets, a plurality of sets being provided,
one prong of each set being located adjacent
to the outer or free end of each stay, while
the other prong is located adjacent to that
end of the stay which joins the body or
longitudinally-extending member 10, These
prongs being of resilient material can be
projected shehtly outwardly beyond their

openings for the attachment of the collar to

the supporter, which is effected by slipping
the prongs into the collar adjacent its upper
and lower edges in
collar will be placed under tension and sup-
ported in an upright position about the neck
of the wearer. In practice the stays or
transverse members are so located that one
is adjacent each end
extending member 10, the one at the front
end thereof being either inclined rearwardly

such manner that the

of the longitudinally-

6¢c

the size of the open-

This improved .Supporter may be formed

porter -
will be practically unapparent to the eye
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or so formed as to have its front edge inclined

in this manner, so that when two of

the sup-
porters are used to each collar,

one at each

side of the neck of the wearer, and the collar

1s properly joined in front the inclined stays
will form a V-shaped opening under the chin

of the wearer. By attaching the collar
1n this manner not only is it held under ten.

sion in an upright position, but the prongs
extend outwardly away from the neck of the
wearer, as the sup
mmner side of the collar.

stood that various shapes

It will be under-
can be given to

this improved device, the front stay other-

wise located, and various forms
used, either pointed or blunt, as _
sired, so that the end of the prongs may be
sufficiently sharp to enter the fabric or may
be smoothed off, so that they will firmly hold

of prongs

‘without cutting the fabric. |
When it is desired to remove the collar
| from the supporter for the purpose of wash-

porter i1s placed on the
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may be de-
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ing or other reasons, it 1s merely necessary
to release the prongs attaching the collar to
the supporter. From this it will be seen
that the device may be quickly and readily
attached to the collar without sewing or
hemming or any other additional fastening
means carried by the supporter itself, while

the latter may be made of transparent and |

very thin sheet material.
Having described my invention, I claim—-
1. A collar-supporter comprising a niem-
ber running lengthwise of and adjacent to

one edge of the collar, and means projecting

transversely of such longitudinally-extend-
ing member for engaging and supporting the
other edge of the collar, said supporter hav-
ing a plurality of oppositely-disposed resili-
ent prongs for engaging the collar. .

2. A collar-supporter comprising & mem-
ber running lengthwise of and adjacent to
one edge of the collar, a plurality of trans-
versely - extending members for engaging

and supporting the other edge of the collar,
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and prongs carried by said supporter for
engaging the collar.

3. A collar-supporter comprising a plu-
rality of members adapted to extend trans-
versely of the collar, and a member running
lengthwise of and adjacent to one edge of
the collar and connected to such transversely-

extending members at the ends thereof, said |

supporter having a plurality of sets of oppo-

sitely-disposed resilient prongs for engaging 5

the collar adjacent to its upper and lower :

edges.
4. A collar-supporter comprising a mem-
ber running lengthwise of and adjacent to

one edge of the collar, a plurality of trans- |

|

versel y-extending members, one of said trans-
versely-extending members having its front
edge inclined rearwardly, and means carried
by the transversely-extending members for
encaging the collar.

5. A collar-supporter comprising a men-
ber running lengthwise of and adjacent (o
one edge of the collar, a plurality of trans-
versely-extending members, one of said trans-
versely-extending members having its frout

“edge inclined rearwardly, and said supporter

having a plurality of resilient prongs for
attaching the collar to the supporter.

6. A collar-supporter comprising a thin
celluloid skeleton framework consisting of a
member running lengihwise of the-collar, a
plurality of transverscly-extending members,
one located adjacent to each end thereof
and one having its front edge melined rear-
wardly, and a plurality of sets of resilient
prongs for each of said transversely-extend-
e members. .

7. A collar-supporter comprising a hody

a

portion for sustaining the lower edge of a

collar, and transversely-disposed stays for

upholding the collar, and said body and
stays beimng provided with openings having
V-shaped ends, and a tongue in each of said
openings having a V-shaped free end, the
aedge of each of said tongues lying adjacent
to the edge of the end of the opening which
1t occupies.
Signed at Nos. 9-15 Murray streel, New
York, N. Y., this 29th day ot May, 1900,
CORA ISABELLA RANKIN,
Witnesses:
Frep. J. DoLx,
JOHN (. DEIFERT.
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