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To all whom it may concerw:

Be it known that I, FrREDERICK L. A.
EICHELBERGER, a citizen of the United States
of America, residing at McKees Rocks, in the
county of Allegcheny and State of Pennsylva-
nia, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Folding Trunks, of which
the following is a specification, reference be-
ing had therein to the accompanying draw-
ing.

This invention relates to folding trunks;
and its object is to provide a trunk of simple
and inexpensive construction which may be
compactly folded into small compass when
not required for use and stored 1n a closet or
other convenient place.

The construction of the improvement will
be fully described hereinafter in connection
with the accompanying drawing, which
forms part of this specification, and 1ts novel
features will be set forth in the appended
claims. ' _

In the drawing, Figure 1 1s a view 1n per-
spective of a trunk constructed 1n accordance
with my invention, showing the front and
sides of the trunk disconnected. FKig.21sa
central transverse vertical section of the

trunk in unfolded position ready for use.
Fig. 3 is a transverse section of the trunk as

it appears when folded, and Fig. 4 is a view
in perspective of the folding tray removed
from the trunk. Fig. 5 1s a detail of a por-
tion of the bottom of the tray and one of the
folding side members. Fig. 6 1s a detail of a

the folding end members. -
The reference-numeral 1 designates the

back of the trunk, to the upper edges of which
is hinged the lid 2 by hinges 3. The inner
surface of the back 1 is formed with a longi-
tudinal recess 4, extending nearly throughout
the length of the back section and adapted to
recelve tray-supporting cleats 5, projecting
from the inner surfaces of the end sections 6
of the trunk, said end sections being hinged
to the ends of the back by hinges 7.

The bottom of the trunk consists of two
sections 8 and 9, the section 8 being a narrow
strip hinged to the lower edge of the back 1,
while the section 9 1s wider and 1s secured to
the front edge of the section 8 by a double

hinge 10, which also serves to secure the strip !

8 to the back. _
The front 11 is secured to the front edge of

the bottom by hinges 12. Suitable fasten-
ing devices are provided for detachably se-

ortion of the bottom of the tray and one of-
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curing the ends to the trunk-bottom and the
front to the end sections. I have shown in
the drawings hooks 13 secured to the inner
sides of the end sections and adapted to en-
gage eyes 14, projecting from the bottom of
the trunk. »Similar hooks 15 are provided at
near each corner of the ifront to engage eyes
16, projecting from the iriner sides of the ends.

The numeral 17 designates a tray-bottom
having sides 18 and ends 19 hinged thereto,
sald sides and ends being detachably con-
nected by hooks 20 and eyes 21, as shown.
The sides 18 of the tray are secured to the
bottom 17 by hinges 182, (shown in full lines
in Kig. 4,) secured to the upper surface of the
bottom and the inner surfaces of the sides to
permit the latter to be folded inward above
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the bottom. The ends 19 of the tray are se-

cured by hinges 19%, (shown in dotted lines,

Fig. 4,) secured to the under surface of the:

bottom and the outer surfaces of the ends 19
to permuit the latter to fold under the bottom,
as shown 1n Fig. 3. -

The manner of securing the parts of the
trunk together in unfolded position is obvi-
ous from the illustration m Figs. 1 and 2.
When 1t 1s desired to fold the trunk to the po-
sition shown 1n Fig. 3, the fastening devices
connecting the end sections to the front and
the bottom are disconnected and the tray re-
moved. The end sections 6 are then folded
against the back, so that the cleats 5 will fit
into the recess 4. The front 11 is then
folded upon the bottom section 9, and the
latter 1s folded to the position shown in Fig.
3. The tray-sections 18 and 19 are then
folded, and the tray is placed upon the bot-
tom 9, and the lid 2 is closed to cover the
whole. It will be apparent that when thus
folded the trunk may be stored away in any
convenient place, occupying but little space.

The trunk 1s provided with the usual end
handles 22 and front lock 23, as shown.

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. A folding trunk comprising a back sec-
tion having a longitudinal recess 1n its inner
side, a lid hinged to the back, end sections
hinged to the ends of the back and having
cleats to fit said recess, a bottom hinged to
the back, a front hinged to the bottom, fas-
tenings for detachably connecting the ends to
the bottom, and the front to the ends, and a
removable tray. '

2. A folding trunk comprising a back sec-
tion, a lid hinged to the back, end sections
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hinged to the ends of the back, a bottom com-
prising two sections hinged to each other and
to the back, a front section hinged to the
front edge of the bottom, and fastenings for
detachably connecting the ends to the bot-

tom, and the front to the ends. -

3. A folding trunk comprising a back sec-
tion having a longitudinal recess on 1ts inner
side, a lid hinged to the back, end sections
hinged to the ends of the back and each hav-
ing a tray-supporting cleat adapted to it
sald recess, a bottom comprising two sections

of different width hinged together, one of |

said bottom sections being also hinged to the
back, a front section hinged to the bottom, 15
means for detachably securing the ends to
the bottom, and the front to the ends, and a
r_eénovable tray having folding ends and
sides. - _
In testimony whereof I affix my signature zo
in the presence of two witnesses. .

FREDERICK L. A. EICHELBERGER.

Witnesses:
Max H. SroLrovirz,
E. K. PorTER.
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