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To all whony 10 muay concer:

Be 1t known that I, WrLriam A. Z0MMER-
MAN, a citizen of the United States, residing at
Brooklyn, in the county of Kings and otate
of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Sign Characters, of
which the following is a specification, such as
will enable those skilled in the art to which 1t
appertains to malke and use the same.

This invention relates to letters and other
characters used in making window or other
transparent siens; and the object thereof 1s to
provide improved characters of this class by
means of which ornamental signs of any
kind or class may be made, together with or-

namental designs for various purposes, such

as trade-marks, coats of arms, and the like.
The invention comprises a thin transpar-
ent sheet of celluloid made in the form of a
character or letter, a backing-sheet of gold-
leaf, silver, or other gilt material, such as
“flitters’ or “metallics,” secured to one side
of the celluloid sheet, and ornamental bor-
ders formed in connection with the celluloid
sheet around the parts of the letter or charac-
ter by means of transparent cement, paint, or

in other ways, it being understood that the

side of the sheet of celluloid to whicnh the
oilt material is secured constitutes the back
of the letter or character and that the other
side of said sheet forms the front of the let-
ter or character, which in practice 1s secured
to a window or other glass or transparent
support, the back of the letter or character
formed by the gold-leaf or other gilt or orna-
mental material being covered in practice

with a coating of paint or other material by

which the letter or character is protected.

lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawing forms a part, in which the
separate parts of my improvement are desig-
nated by suitable reference characters in
each of the views, and in which—

Figure 1 is a front view of the letter “ R,”
made according, to my invention; Kig. 2, a
section thereof on the line 2 2; Ifig. 3, a view
similar to Fig. 1, but showing the letter “B"”
and showing a modification and the method
of making the letter; and Fig. 4, a section on
the line 4 4 of Fig. 3.

In the practice of my invention, asshown in
Figs. 1 and 2,1 provide a thin sheet @ of trans-
parent celluloid, which is formed into the

letter “R 7’ in the form of construction shown !

and provided with a backing 0, of gold-lear or

-~ consisting of transparent cement or varni
placed on the celluloid sheet ¢ and preferably
In this form of

construction the gilt backing & 1s also pro--

any other suitable ornamental gilt or similar
material, such as silver-leaf, aluminium,
flitters, metallics, and the like, said backing
being secured to the celluloid sheet by trans-
parent sizing, or transparent cement, or by
means of any transparent material. 'The
front of the celluloid sheet @ is provided with
a border ¢, which extends all around the parts
of the letter, including the inner parts there-
of, and which 1s composed of transparent ce-
ment, sald cement being stippled before 1t 1s
fully dried or set, and in the form of construc-
tion shown asupplemental border d, of paint,
is also placed on the front of the celluloid

sheet ¢ by means of a brush or in any otaer

way, and the supplemental border d may be
of any desired color.

It will be understood that any desired
number of letters or characters may be made
in this manner, and in making a sign or other
article from letters or characters so formed

the sald letters or characters are secured to a

window or other transparent article by
means of a transparent cement, which 1s
placed on the front of the letter or character
and which covers the borders ¢ and d when
said borders are placed on the front of the
letter or character, and the stippled orna-

mental border ¢ when placed on the front of

the letter or character also serves as an aid
in securing the said letter or character to the
window or other glass device or article, said
ornamental border ¢ serving to give a better
surface in connection with which the trans-

- parent cement used operates In securing said -

letter or character toits support, consisting of
a window or other glass article.
In Figs. 3 and 4 I have shown a modifica-

The invention is fully disclosed in the fol- | tion in which the celluloid sheet a, in addition

to being provided with the ornamental
border ¢ around its separate parts and the
supplemental border d, is also provided with

spots or other ornamental configurations e,
sh

on the front surface thereof.
vided with openings f, back of which are

placed sheets g, of pearl or other ornamental
translucent material, which give to the letter

or character when so made a very attractive

and ornamental appearance, and said sheets
g, of pearl or other material, may besecured
to the gilt backing b by cement, sizing, or 1n
any other way.

The openings f in the gilt backing 6 and
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the sheets of pearl or other translucent ma-
terial ¢ may be of any desired shape or form,
and in this way a sign letter or character

may be ornamented in any desired style or

configuration, and in practice I also prefer-
ably place on the celluloid sheet ¢ 1n front of

- the pearl or other translucent backing-sheets
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g spots or other ornamental
give the ornamental designs.additional at-
tractions and which resemble pearls.

The character shown 1n Ifig. 3 1s the letter

“B;” butit will be ur.derstood that any letter .

or character for the purpose speciiied may be
made in the same manner, ar.d 1t will also be
understood that when.letters are made In
this way the said letters may be of any pre-
ferred design, shape, or form. .

The thickness of the parts, as shown 1

Tigs. 2 and 4, is much exaggerated, so as
to more fully show the construction ard to

be better able to describe the same, ard
said figures thereis a thinspate between the
backing and the transparent celluloid sheet
«, it being understood that this space 1s occu-
pied by the sizing or cement when the back-
ing is secured to said sheet.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let
ters Patent, 1s— '— -

1. A sign letter or character composed of a
thin sheet of transparent celluloid provided
with a gilt backing and with an ornamental
border composed of stippled transparent ce-
ment.

- 2. Asign letter or chardcter éomposed of a

thin sheet of transparent celluloid provided
with a gilt backing and with an ornamental

‘border composed of stippled transparent ce-

ment placed on the front surface of said
sheet of celluloid. o

3. A sign letter or character composed of a
thin sheet of transparent material having a
gilt backing and provided with an ornamen-
tal border composed of stippled transparent
cement, and a supplemental ornamental
border composed of paint, said borders being
placed on said transparent material. .

4. A sign letter or character composed of a

oures h, which

846,970

thin sheet of transparent material having a
ailt backing and provided with an ornamen-
tal border composed of stippled transparent
cement, and a supplemental ornamental
border composed of paint, said borders being

placed on the [ront of said transparent ma-
terial. ‘“

50

5. A sign letter or other character com-

having a gilt backing, said letter or other
character being provided with ornamental
berders of transparent stippled cement, and
the gilt backing being provided with open-

ings covered by translucent ornamental ma-

terial. |

6. Aletter or other character composed of
a thin sheet of celluloid having a gilt backing,
the letter or other character being provided

-with an ornamental border of stippled trans-

parent cement and with an ornamental
border of paint, the gilt backing being pro-
vided with openings covered with trans-
Jucent ornamental material.

7. A sign letter or character composed of &
sheet of celluloid having a gilt backing, the
letter or other character being provided with
an ornamental border of stippled transparent
cement and with an ornamental border of
paint, the gilt backing being also provided
with openings covered with translucent ma-
terial, the body portion of the letter or char-
acter being also provided within said border

with ornamental designs composed of trans-

parent cement, or varnish placed on the cellu-
loid sheet. |

3. A sign letter or character composed of a
thin sheet of transparent celluloid provided
with a gilt backing, the front of said letter

being provided with an ornamental border

composed of stippled transparent cement.
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name, In
presence of the subscribing witnesses, this
23d day of June, 1906. |
WILLIAM A. ZIMMERMAN.
Witnesses:
F. A. STEWART,
C. E. MULREANY.
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