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To all whom Tt TMaYy CONCertv:
Be it known that I, WILLIAM SMART PEN-
DLETON, & citizen of the United States, and a

resident of Shawnee, in the county of Potta-.

watomie and Territory of Oklahoma, have

invented anew and Improved Device for Fill-

ing Graves, of which the following 1s & specl-
fication. | -

"The invention relates to peculiar means
designed to facilitate the opening up and re-
filling of graves. |

The invention resides in a novel form of
hopper intended tohold all the removed earth
of one grave and a peculiar supporting-
truck, the latter employing transversely-ar-
ranged axles at its ends having supporting-
wheels suitably arranged on their ends,
whereby to facilitate movement of the device
as required during the grave digging and
filling operation. |

The invention resides, further, in novel

construction of the hopper and truck, ren- |

dering same readily dismembered 1nto
‘Ynooked-down’’ condition, whereby to fa-
cilitate storing away the whole device into

minimum space, all as will hereinaiter be

fully described. -

Re‘erence is had to the accompanying
drawing, forming a part of this specification,
in which— . o

Figure 1is a perspective view llustrating a
orave-filling device constructed according to
my invention. Fig. 2 1s a top plan view.
ig. 3 is a transverse sectional view taken on
line 3 3 of Fig. 2. The view also shows, 1n
iransverse vertical section, an opened-up
portion of a grave. FKig. 4 is a detail per-
spective view of my novel truck, whereby to
support and transport the special form of
hopper employed. Iig. 518 a central longi-
udinal sectional view of my device, the view
showing removable division-boards arranged
in the hopper, whereby to reduce the latter’s

longitudinal Jength, and thereby adapting

the device for use in the refilling operation of
any size grave, from the shortest to longest
thereof, as same may be excavated for the
coffin to be interred; and Fig. 6 is a detail

perspective view of one of the hopper divi-

sion-boards. | o
The main object of my 1mvention 13 to- pro-

vide a portable and novel hopper into which |

' the excavated earth may be pitched direct

from the grave-digger’s shovel.

In the practice or my inventon I employ a
truck A, (see Fig. 1,) consisting of axles B C,

55

having wheels D suitably secured on their

The axles B C are connected by
L-shaped side bars K, hav-

ends.
spacedly-arranged

ing their horizontally-arranged flanges I ex-

tended and suitably bent, forming bearing G

' for arrangement on the axles C, as will be un-

derstood. '

H denotes standards removably arranged
on the flanges I of the side bars K (see Fig. 4)
and disposed projecting, preierably, at an
outward inclination from their lower ends, as
shown in said figure of the drawing. The
standards H are constructed into L-shaped
bars having one flange I made extending and
said extensions bent into hooked form J,
adapted to engage the horizontal flange I of

standards H, as shown. |

In further carrying out my invention L pro-
vide a hopper K, (see Fig. 1,) forming same
of unattached or separate sides L and ends
M, the ends having outwardly-inclined side
edges—that is, made widening from their
Jower edges—and a bottom constructed 1nto
two half doors or members hinged at their
outer longitudinal edges, substantially as in-
dicated by the reference character O, to the
lower edges of hopper sides L. (See Fig. 3.)

On the upper edge of the hopper ends M, 1
secure a bar P, having extended ends bent
down into hooked form Q and adapted, when
the hopper ends are arranged i place, to
overlie and lock the standards against
spreading action, as will be understood upon
reference to Fig. 1 of my drawing. -

R denotes suitably-constructed partitions
adapted for arrangement in the hopper K,
whereby to reduce its containing-space as
occasion may require. ,

S denotes any suitable hook or other de-
vice adapted for the purpose, the same being
located on the partition devices R at their
upper edge (see Figs. 5 and 6) and adapted
for engaging the upper edges of the hopper

ends M, substantially as shown by ¥ig. 5.

T denotes a handle-bar arranged at one
longitudinal side of the hopper K and having
its ends secured to parallel levers U, with tul-
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the side bars E, and thereby support the
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- the hop

- weight of material in the hopp

2.

crum-support V on the outside of the hbpper |

ends M, same being located suitably back of
a central vertical line drawn on the hopper
ends, substantially as illustrated by Figs. 1
and 2. o : -

The levers U are made projecting beyond
their fulecrum-point V and connected by a
rigid extension W, located at the opposite

side of the hopper 12 from position of the han-

dle-bar T for the purpose as will be under-
stood. '

A’ A’ denote chains or other suitable
means connecting the doors or bottom mem-
bers N at their adjacent free edges with the
levers UJ, as shown by Figs. 1 and 3. The
chains A’ A* provide means for working the
doors N and holding them in position forming
a closed bottom for the hopper K.

It 1s intended to provide means for locking
the doors at closed position, and the same
may be effected by means of simple spring-
catches A® suitably arranged and secured to
er ends, whereby to support the
long or handle end of the levers at elevated
position, holding the doors closed against

er. Obviously

- other means may be employed for holding the

30

doors or bottom members closed, and there-
tore 1 do not restrict myself to use of the
spring-catch illustrated in Fig. 1.

A* denote flat or other suitable form of
track-rails or boards emplovyed, if found neces-

“sary, to facilitate moving the hopper, as will

B appear farther on.

35

40

1ntended grave-opening.
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‘the boards A%, as will be understood.

~ The construction of my improved device
for filling graves will be understood from the
above description.

In using the device when a grave is to be
excavated a trackway is formed by means of
The
truck-wheels should be sufficiently spaced on
their respective axles to span the width of the
When starting to

earth, 1s moved sufliciently away from the
grave, and after the coflin is lowered and the
usual burial ceremony is over it is moved

846,757

from the levers and the doors or bottom
member allowed to open part way, permitting

a small portion of earth in the hopper to drop

down upon the coffin. When sufficient earth
has been deposited to prevent injury to the
cothn, the doors are permitted to completely
open, asindicated by dotted linesin Fig. 3, and
theremainder of earth in the hopper deposited

at once, and thereby quickly and with much

facility returning all the excavated earth
ready for finishing the grave-mound as usu-
ally done. When a reduced grave-opening
1s being excavated, the division-boards R are
arranged 1n the hopper, as shown by Fig. 5,
thereby reducing the bottom-opening of the
hopper for proper delivery of the earth into
a reduced size of grave.

- What I claim is— _
- 1. A grave-filling device, constructed with
axles and supporting-wheels, side bars con-
necting said axles, standards on the side bars,
a hopper arranged upon the side bars, and

held thereon by support of the standards,

hinged doors adapted to form a bottom clo-

sure tor the hopper, and means to secure the
- doors closed. ' '

T

2. A grave-filling device constructed with
axles and supporting-wheels, a hopper having
end support upon the axles, the hopper being
constructed with separable sides and ends,

means adapted for securing the hopper sides
‘and ends into assembled condition, a bottom

to the hopper, consisting of doors hinged to
the hopper sides, and means to secure the

bo
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doors closed, said means being adapted for

control of the doors.

3. A grave-filling device, comprising a

truck constructed with suitable axles and
supporting-wheels, side bars connecting said
axles, standards having means at their lower

“ends, providing ready arrangement, and suit-

able support, on the side bars, a hopper ar-
ranged upon the truck and held thereon by

levers, adapted to support them at closed po-

sition, and means whereby to secure the doors

at closed position, substantially as described.

dig a grave, the hopper bottom is closed and | confining support provided by the standards , ToC
the truck backed up sufficiently near the | hinged doors forming, when closed, a bottom

- grave-spot to permit the digger pitching the | closure for the hopper, levers fulcrumed at
excavated earth direct into the hopper from | the hopper ends, the levers being rigidly con-
his shovel. When the grave is fully opened | nected, a handle whereby to operate the le-
up, the truck, with its hopper loaded with | vers, means connecting the doors and sald 105

back to position over the grave. (See Fig. |

-1 of my drawing.) Now when the handle-
55 bar i1s held by person in charge the springs
A? (one only being illustrated) are disengaged |

| WILLIAM SMART PENDLETON.

- Witnesses: | | |
O. R. Cannon,
Dox. A. MOUNDAY.
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