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To all whom it may concern: ._
Be 1t known that I, Crarexce DewrrT

- LUKENS, a citizen of the United States, re-

~ tion as will enable any one skilled in the art |
~ to which 1t appertains to make and use the
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siding at the city of St. Louis, in the State of
Missouri, have invented a certain new and
‘uselul Identification Device, of which the fol-

lowing is such a full, clear, and exact descrip-

same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
fication. F | I |

~ My mvention relates more particularly to a
device by means of which catgut or similar

substances preserved in tincture of iodin and
Inclosed in sealed or imperforate glass tubes

nay be identified as to size or other attri-
butes. . R '
Heretofore it has been customarv to etch
upon the outside of the tube containing the
gut and its preserving fluid a number or
other character to indicate its size or other
data concerning it; but as these tubes are

commonly boiled immediately before the gut
1s used in order to render their exteriors asep-.

tic 1t has been found that when they are wet
immediately after boiling or during the boil-
g process 1t 1s difficult.and often impossi-
ble to read the numbers etched upon them

because of the moisture which covers the |

tube. - o S
~In the drawing herewith, in which like
characters of reference indicate similar parts

in the different views, Figure 1 is a side ele-

vation of a tube embodying one form of my
mvention, and Ifig. 2 1s a cross-section on the

~line 2 2 of Fig. 1.
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3 1s a transparent glass tube having a dia-

mond cut 4 to determine the point of fracture
when it is desired to remove the contents.
The lower part of this tube is filled with tinc- |
ture of 1odin to a point marked 5, and in

this tincture is immersed the gut 6, which ex-
tends substantially entirely across the bore
of the tube. The upper part of the tube con-
tains a
material 7, in which an identification-number
8 1s impressed, preferably by perforating the

number in the cardboard. By thus perfo-

rating the identification-number in the card-
board 1t 1s insured that the number will not
be aflected by the iodin, and at the same
time the use of printer’s ink or other mark-

avoided. = |

In preparing the deﬁCe_the gut 6, tube 3,_h-

1ece of cardboard or other suitable

ing material which might contain germs is

| and cardboard 7, in which latter the identifi-

cation-number has first been punched, are
rendered aseptic in any usual manne
by boiling the gut in oil and subjecting the
other parts to steam. The gut, tincture of

er, usually
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iodin, and cardboard 7 are then introduced

into the tube and the tube sealed.
It has been found that tincture of iodin
presents many advantages for the preserva-

‘tion of catgut in an aseptic, soft, and pliable
icult to attach a last-

iy

condition; but it is di

ing and conveniently-read identification de-

device of thiskind have already been pointed
out. -During the boiling of the tube before

using the gut such device is apt to .-become

vice to th@ tube in which the out 1s. con-
tamed. The disadvantages of an external

detached or obliterated. At the same time

1t has been found difficult to place an identi-
fication device in the tube because of the ef-

fect of the tincture of iodin upon it, the

mark soonbecoming obliterated under the

action of the tincture. By my device, how-
ever, 1 am enabled to cheaply, plainly, and

permanently mark each tube with identifica-

tion characters of any desired nature to indi-

cate the size of the gut, the time it was pre-

pared, &c. The identification device 7 be-
ipg of a width nearly the same as the inte-
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rior diameter of the tube 3 and being almost - o
constantly kept moist by contact with the
fluid 1n the tube, it will under ordinary cir- -

cumstances be maintained in the position
shown 1n the drawing by adhesion to the in-

ner surface of the tube at the edges of the
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identification device. It will be evident that

irom passing into the other end of the tube
by the presence of the gut 6, which extends

the opposite end. : '

‘the 1dentification device will be obstructed
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substantially across the bore of the tube at |

It will of course be understood that when

it is desired to use the gut the tube, after be-

ing first placed in boiling water; is fractured
at the point 4 and the gut withdrawn from
the solution for use.

Owing to the position
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of the gut 6 at one end of the tube and of the

when the tube is fractured at the point 4 the
cardboard 7 will not interfere with the with-
drawal of the gut 6. It is evident that if the
1dentification device 7 were made of paper or
other similar material having the identifica-
tion character 8 printed thereon the staining

‘action of the tincture of iodin would soon so

~cardboard 7 at the other end of the tube,
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color the paper or other similar material that
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10din sealed in and partly

it would be substantially the same color as
the identification character, making the lat-
ter difficult to read; but by perforating the

“1dentification character in the 1dentification

device 7 this difficulty is avoided, for by hold-
ing the inclosing tube up between the op-

erator and the light the identification char-
acter may be easily, certainly, and quickly
read. ' |

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, 15—

1. The combination with an 1mperforate

transparent receptacle, of a body to be pre-
served sealed therein, a staining fluid pre-
servative for said body also sealed in said re-
ceptacle and in contact with said body, and
an identification device also sealed 1n said
receptacle and in contact with said fluid, said
identification device having an identification

character for said body perforated therein.

2. The combination with an imperforate
transparent receptacle, of a body to be pre-
served sealed therein, a liquid contalning
iodin for preserving said body and also sealed
in said receptacle and in contact with said
body, and an identification device having an
identification character for said body perfo-
rated therein and also sealed 1n said recepta-
cle and in contact with said hiquid.

3. The combination with an imperforate

“transparent receptacle, of a body to be pre-

served sealed therein, a liquid containing
illing sald recep-
tacle and in contact with said body for pre-
serving said body, and an identification de-
vice for said body also sealed in said recep-
tacle and accessible to said liquid, said 1den-
tification device having an identification
character for said body perforated therein.
4. The combination with an elongated, 1m-
perforate transparent receptacle, of a body
to be preserved sealed therein and occupying
one end thereof, a preservative for said body
also sealed in said receptacle, and an 1denti-
fication device having an identification char-
acter for said body also sealed 1n said recep-
tacle at the other end thereof, said identif;
tion character being unaft
servative, saild tube having a fracture-point

intermediate 1ts ends. |

5. The combination with an elongated |

ca-
ected bysaid pre-
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transparent receptacle, of a body to be pre-
served sealed therein and occupying one end
thereof, a preservative for said body also
sealed in said receptacle and partially filling
the remaining space therein, and an identifi-
cation device having an identification char-

acter for said body also sealed in said recep-
tacle at the other end thereof, said identifica-

| tion character being unaffected by said pre-

servative, said tube being provided with a
fracture-point intermediate said body and
said identification device.

6. The combination with an imperforate
transparent receptacle provided with a frac-
ture-point, of a body to be preserved sealed
in sald receptacle, a preservative for said

body also sealed in said receptacle and in

contact with said body, and an identification
device having an identification character for
said body and also sealed in said receptacle
and in contact with said preservative, said
identification character being unaffected by
said preservative.

7. The combination with an elongated 1m-
perforate transparent receptacle, of a body
to be preserved sealed therein and occupying
one end thereof, a staining preservative fluid
for said body also sealed in and partially fill-
ing said receptacle and in contact with said
body, and an identification device having an
identification character for said body perfo-
rated therein, said identification device occu-
pying the other end of said receptacle and
being accessible to said liquid.

8. The combination with an imperforate
transparent receptacle, of a body to be pre-
served sealed therein, a fluid preservative for

said body also sealed in said receptacle and

in contact with said body, and an identifica-
tion device also sealed in said receptacle and
affected by said fluid preservative, said 1den-
tification device having an identification
character unaffected by said filuad preserva-
tive. ' _

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand and affixed my seal in the presence

of the two subscribing witnesses.

C. D. LUKENS. [ s.]

Witnesses:
W. A. ALEXANDER,
BenxNETTE PIkK.
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