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To all whom it Hb(&fj COTLCLTTL. |
Be it known that I, Josgpu H. Byrxg, a

citizen of the United States of America, re-

siding at Pittsburg, in the county of Alle-
O‘heny and State of Pennsylvania, have in-
vented certain new and useful Impl ovements
in Cracker-Boxes, of which the following is a

specification, refel ence being had therein to

the ‘accompanying drawmg
This invention relates to certain new and

useful improvements in cracker-boxes; and.
the invention has for its primary 0b1ect to
- provide a folding or collapsible cracker or

cake box which when empty can be folded

into a comparatively small form, whereby it

will oceupy a @Ompamtwely smaﬂ space

when stored away.
My invention relates particularly to that

housing and displaying crackers and cakes
In a grocery store, the boxes being supplied
and filled at the cracker and calke factc)ly and

~ delivered to grocerymen with the under-
- standing that the boxes when empty are to
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be returned to their original owner or the
manufacturer of the cmckers_ and cakes. This
necessitates a return shipment of the boxes,
which oceupy a large space in a car Or Wagon
in their usual form. -

My invention aims to provide a cr aclker-

box of a strong and durable nature 1n. which

crackers or cakes ‘may be transported and

~when emptied by a groceryman folded into
a compact form, whereby a large number of

the boxes will occupy a comparatwely small
space and reduce the expense of the return
shipment.
the boxes when in a folded form and prevent

‘the same from bellw ] ured when roughly

handled. |
With the above and other ob]ects in view,

which will more readily appear as the nature.

of the invention is better understood, the
same consists 1n the novel construction, com-
bination, and arrangement of parts to be

" hereinafter more fully described and claimed,

and, referring to the drawing accompanying

this a,pplma,tmn like numerals of reference
designate eorrespondmg parts throughout

the several views, in which—
Figure 1 is a perspectwe view of the main

framework of my improved box, illustrating
the lid thereof in a shghtly’-elevated position.

Fig. 2 1s a side elevation of the box folded or
collapsed. Fig. 3 is a vertical sectmnal view

- of the bmst in a set-up form.  Fig. 41s a cross-

In this connection I also protect

o sectuma,l view of

H ' the same, and Fig. 5 is
vertical sectional view of the hox i n a Glosecl
or collapsed position.

The main framework of my improved box

1s preferably constructed of light and durable

metal and consists of two substantw,ll rec-

the front of the box, w hlle the frame 2 forms
the rear of the bo;x
sides flanged, as at 3 3 and 4 4, while the

front of the frame 1s 1)10V1ded with a large

rectangular opening 5, which is covered by a

plece of olass 6, the Dl%ss being held in en-

O*aﬂ'ement with the frame by Glamps 7 or the
like fastening means. The top of the frame
1 forms the space 8, which may be used for

| advertising purposes or for a label designat-

Ing the Lmd of cakes or cracl{ers contamed
Wlthm the box.

- T'he rear frame 2 1s flanced, as at 9 9 and

The frame 1 has its
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'.;mzln*ular frames 1 and 2 2, the frame 1 tormmn |
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10 10, the flanges 9 9 near their upper ends

bemg prowded with outwardly-extending

pins 11 17. .
The frames 1 and 2 are connected towether
by angle-strips 12, said strips being piv otalh?"

connected to the ﬂ&nwes 10 10 and 4 4, as at,

14, while the ends of said strips are 111110 ed to-
D‘ether by a conventional form of hmges 15.
Mounted upon the top of the frames 1 and

2 is a metallic lid 16, having depending

flanges 17 and 18 18. The flanges 18 18 are
prowded with longitudinally- dlsposed slots
19 19, in which the pms 11 of the frame 2 en-
oage. -

In the framework of my improved box I

employ a detachable metallic bottom plate

20 &nd side walls 21 21, said walls being pret—-
erably made from pasteboa,rd wood, or the
like 1nexpensive material. The bottom
plate 20 together with the side walls 21 21 are
placed 1n the framework of the cracker-box
when said box is to be filled with crackers or
cakes, the crackers and cakes serving to re-
tain the side walls 1n engagement with the
Hanges 3 3 and 9 9 of the frames 1 and 2, also
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the angle-strips 12, connecting said frames.
In this form the lid 16 1s adapted to fit over

the top of the box and form practically an
air-ticht compartment for the crackers and
cakes. 'The box will be prevented from col-
lapsing by the bottom plate 20, together Wlth
the contents of the box.

To fold or collapse my improved box the

base-plate 20 1s folded upwardly in the Tear

fra,me 2 of the box, and the side walls 21 21
are placed upon the base-plate 20 in the rear
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frame 2 of the box. The lid 16 is then raised
to the position shown in Fig. 1 of the draw-
ings and moved rearwardly until 1t has as-

sumed & position upon the rear frame 2 simi-
lar to that shown in Ifig. 5 of the drawings.
The hinged and pwoted strips 12 are then

SWung mw*ardly and the front frame 1 moved
1earwardly upon the frame 2 until the strips
12, side walls 21 21, and bottom plate 20
have been housed and inclosed between the
frames 1 and 2, as clearly illustrated in Figs.
2 and 5 of the drawing.
cracker-box occupies ftpprommatel} one-
fourth the space occupied by it when in a set-
up form, consequent]y pernutting of a great
many folded boxes 1 being stored away In a
comparatively small space.

In the accompanying drawing I have sim-
ply illustrated the principle of my invention,
and I do not care to confine mysalf to the
size and minor details of construction enter-

1ng into the invention, and such changes &

are permissible by the appended claims m ay’
be resorted to without departing from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

What I claim, and desire 130 secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

. A box of the type described embodying
two frames, a transparent plate carried by
one of said frames outwardly-extending pins
carried by the upper edges of the other of
said frames, angle-strips pwotmlly connected
to the top and bottom edges of said frames
and having their ends hing ed together, a bot-

In this form the'

—_——,—— -

| Said

846,452

fom. plate detachably mounted 1n said
frames, side walls mounted in said frames

and a lid slidably mounted upon said pins and

adapted to engage the top and back of said
box substantially as described.
2. A box of the type described embodymg

two frames, a transparent plate carried by
one of said fr ames, hinged strips connecting
said frames, a bottom plate detachabl

mounted in said frames, side walls carried by
said frames, and a lid slidably connected to
box, substantially as described.

- A box of the type described
ﬂfmo* d frames, hinged strips connecting said
frames 2 bottom plate loosely mounted in
said fra,mes side walls loosely mounted in
said frame, and a lid connected to one of said
[rames St ostantlallv as described.

4. A box of the type described embodying
two collapsible frames, side walls mounted in
said frames, a hottom plate mounted in said
frames, a lid loosely mounted upon one of
said frames, slotted flanges on the sides of
sald cover, outw'ardlv—pz 0]ect111g pins on the
sides of the upper frames and loosely fitting
in theslotsinsaid cover-flanges subst&ntml]y
as deseribed.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

JOSEPH H. BYRNE.

Witnesses:
. B. PorTeR,
H. C. EVERT.
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