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To all whom ©& may concer:
Be it known tnat I, Jesse H. MATTHEWS,

of Des Moines, Poik county, lowa, have 1mn-
vented a new and useful Curtain-Fastener, of .

which the following is a full, clear, ar.d exact
description, reference beinghad to the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
lication, 1n whicin—

Jigure 1 is a side view of a vehicie-top,
showig different positions of the fastener.
ig. 21is a front elevation of the fastener, and
Lig. 3 is a section on the line 111111 of kg 2.
ig. 4 isa view similar to Iig. 3, showing the
fastener or clasp open.

My invention relates to curtain-fasteners
employed upon vehicles and similar places.

T'he object of the invention is to provide a
tastener which may be attachedto the car-
riage or vehicle and which will act to clamp
the edge portion of a curtain without the use
of any knob or fastening attachment for the
curtain. The fastener will act upon any
portion of the curtain which may be brought
imto posiion relative to the fastener.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide a curtain-fastener which may be oper-
ated. from either the inside or outside of the
carriace or vehicle top. '

In the drawings I show the Iastener as con-
sisting of a base-plate 2, havinrg perforated
hinge-ears 3, within which project the trun-
nions or short side lugs of the swinging
clamp member 4. The swinging member 18
forced into locking position or released by

any suitable means, and for this purpose 1

have shown the operating or controlling
means in the form of an cscillating cam-

plate 5, having oppositely-extending handle

portions 6 and 7 projecting from 1its oppo-
site sides.  These handle portions extend,
respectively, through slots 8 and 9 1n the
base-plate and the swinging clamp member.
The inner handle projects through the cover
A, which is provided with a hole registering
with the slot in the base-plate. The width
of the controller-plate is such that when 1t 1s
thrown into locking position it will force the
clamping end 10 of the swinging member
against the edge portion of the curtain B
to lock it securely in place. The flat con-
troller-plate is at this time In a plane trats-
verse to the swinging member ard is prefer-
ably carried slightly past the plane at right
ancles thereto.  The base-plate may be se-
cured to the cover or curtain in any suitable

manner—as, for example, by prongs 11,

which are forced through the cloth or mate-
rial and bent down on the 1nside. 'These
nrongs may be bent over an inner protecting-
plate 12, having a slot for the internal handle.

In using the device 1t may be applicd to
any part of the edge portion of the tcp or
curtain, and when the mating edge o the cur-
tain or top is slipned between the two elamp-
ino members and the handle thrown to swing
the controller the parts will be securely
locked together. The curtain may be de-
tached either from the incide or outside by
one of the two projecting handles of the con-
troller. .

The advantagesof my inveniion result
from the cheapness and simplicity of the de-
vice and from doing away with any clamping
hole or member onone of the curtains or top
nortions. This allows the curtain or top to
be clamped at any desired part thereof. The
double handle-controller where this 1s used
enables the elamp to be detached elther from
the inside or outcide of the vehicle-top.

The clamping device may be clamped
ither to the curtain or to the door, and many
hances may be mace in the form of the
lamping device within the scope of the
leims without departing from my invention.

I claim— '

1. A clasp comprising a pair cof clamping
members, an oscillating locking-cam plate
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working between the members and proviced

with a handle at each end of the plate, each
handle lying at the outer side of the adjecent
clamping member, substantially as Cescribed.

9. A clasp having a pair of clamping mem-
bers, an oscillating controller working be-
tween the members, and handles carried by
opposite ends of the contrcller, each handle
lying at the outer sice of the adjacent ciamp-
ing member, substantially as described.

3. A clesp comprising a pair of hinged
clemping members, and an oscillating con-
troller working between the members and
provided with a handle at each end, each
handle lying at the outer side of the acjacert
clemping member, substentially as described.

4. A clasp comprising a pair of slotted and
pivotally-connected clamping members, and
a cem member working between and 1n fric-
tional engegement with the clamping mem-
bers to swing them upon their pivotal con-
nection, the cam member having handles
projecting outwardly through the slots ot the
respective clamping members.

5. A clasp comprising a pair of clamping

60

710’

75

30

95

100

105

110




(It

10

15

20

members pivotally connected between their

ends and provided with slots in correspond-
g ends, and a cam member working be-
tween and 1n frictional engagement with the
slotted ends of the clamping members to
swing the latter upon their pivotal connec-
tion, said cam member having handles pro-
jecting outwardly through the respective
slots.

6. A clasp comprising a pair of clamping
members, one of the members having spaced
ears, the other member being disposed be-
tween and pivotally mounted upon the ears,
corresponcing ends of the clamping members
being slotted, and a cam member working

~between and i frictional engagement with

the slotted portions of the clamping members
and provided with handles’ projecting out-
wardly through the respective slots.

7. A clasp comprising a pair of pivotally-
connected clamping members, and oscillat-

Ing operating means to swing the clamping

members upon their pivotal connection said
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operating means having a handle at each end
located upon the outer side of the adjacent
clamping member.

8. A clasp having a pair of mutuallv-codp-
erating clamping members, and oscillating
operating means therefor provided at each
end with a handle, each handle being at the
outer side of the adjacent clamping member,
substantially as described.

9. A clasp comprising a pair of pivotally-
connected slotted members, and a cam-plate
working between and in frictional engage-
ment with the members, said plate having
laterally-reduced handles projecting from op-
posite ends thereof and extending outwardly
through the slots of the respective members.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand.

JESSE H. MATTHEWS.

Witnesses:
K. 1. KINGDON,
H. RoLLER.
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