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1o all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that we, Davip S. Coox and
C. JosepH DIeETRICH, citizens of the United
States, residing at Lia Grange, in the county
of Cook and State of Illinois, have invented
certain new ‘and useful Improvements in
Mail-Bag Catchers; and we do declare the
following to be a full, clear, and exact de-
scription of the invention, such as will en-

able othersskilled in the art to which it apper-

tains to make and use the same. .
This invention relates to mail-bag catch-
ers; and one of the principal objects of the

same 18 to provide means for locking the bag

to the catcher after it has been engaged, and
thus preventing the bag from falling to the
ground, as often occurs with devices as at
present employed for catching mail-bags.

Another object of the invention is to pro-

vide means for insuring a yielding action to
the catcher-arm, so that the mail-bag will
not be mmjured by a sudden impact with the
arm. -
Still another object is to provide means
for unlocking the bag from the catcher, said
means being also utilized to control the posi-
tion of the catcher-arm at the time the mail-
bag 1s to be caught. '

These and other objects are attained by
means of the construction illustrated in the
accompanyling drawings, in which—

Figure 1 1s a side elevation of a mail-bag
catcher macde 1n accordance with our inven-
tion. Ifig.2isaplan view of the same. . Fig.
3 1s a longitudinal vertical section, and Fig.
4 1s a transverse sectional view, of the same.

Referring to the accompanying drawings
for a more particular description of our in-
vention, the numeral 1 designates the main
shatt or rod, upon which the catcher-arm 2 is
mounted, and 3 1s a casing for containing the
operative mechanism, said casing being se-
cured upon the shaft 1 by means of screws 4,
which pass over lugs in the casing and
through the shaft 1. The casing 3 serves as
a protector for the inclosed mechanism and
prevents the accumulation of snow or ice
from interfering with the working parts of
the catcher.

Pivotally mounted on the casing is a lever
6, said lever having a U-shaped member 7
extending around the catcher-arm 2, and

sald lever also having two arms & which

1 22 of the arm. 2.

The pivot 9, on which the
lever 6 1s mounted, 1s provided with squared
ends to pass through square holes in the le-

ver, and at the center said pivot 9 is squared

to engage a segmental rack 10, provided with
ratchet-teeth 11. -

A spring pawl or dog 12-is connected to
the sleeve 5, and the end of said pawl is
adapted to engage the teeth 11 of the rack 10.

A key 13 passes through the casing 3 and
1s provided at i1ts outer end with a handle 14

. for operating the same, the inner end having

secured thereto a cam 15, adapted to bear
against the side of the spring-dog 12 to press
1t out of engagement with the teeth 11. The
shank of the key 13 is elongated, so that the
operator may manipulate the catcher to en-
cgage the bag and at the same time to unlock
the same from the catcher-arm, if desired.

A spiral spring 16 encircles the shaft 1 and
1s secured thereto at one end, while the other
end bears against a sleeve 17, loosely mount-
ed upon said shaft. The spring 16 serves as
a bufler to cushion the shock of the catcher-
arm in engaging the bag.

From the foregoing the operation of the in-
vention may be readily understood and may
be briefly described, as follows: When the U-
shaped member 7 of the lever 6 is adjusted to
extend across the opening between the shaft
1 and the arm 2, the mail-bag coming against

-sa1d member will swing said arm and bring

the two arms 8 against the bag and lock the
same into the curved portion 22 of the arm 2.
The operator may use the handle for bal-
ancing and adjusting the position of the
catcher-arm 2 to insure engagement with the
bag. |

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention as defined by the appended
claims.

Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-

ters Patent, 1s—
1. In a mail-bag catcher, a two-armed le-

- ver, a segmental rack carried by said lever, a

spring-dog for engaging the rack, and a key
for unlocking the dog.

2. In a mail-bag catcher, a catcher-arm, a
spring-buffer for said arm, a pivoted mail-

serve to lock the bag into the curved portion | bag lock, a spring-pawl, a segmental rack, a
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key adapted to engage said pawl, said key
also serving to adjust and balance the
catcher-arm, substantially as described.

3. In a mail-bag catcher, an automatic
bag-lock comprising a two-arm lever, a seg-
mental rack, a pawl and a spring-dog for en-
gaging the lock, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto

set, our hands in presence of two subscribing
witnesses. |

DAVID S. COOK.
C. JOSEPH DIETRICH.

Witnesses:
C. L. SAcKETT,
Rosre HART.
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