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‘e wll whony it nualy Coneeri:

Be it known that I, Caarres K. Ricg, a
itizen of the United States, a resident of
Jivermore, 1n the county
State of Kentucky, have made a certain new
wnd useful Invention in Devices for Filling
Jraves:; and I declare the following to be a
ull, clear, and exact description of the same,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
vhich 1t appertains to make and nuse the
nveantion, reference being had to the ac-
companyne drawings, and to letters or fio-
ares of reference marked thereon, which torm
a part of this specification.

Figure 1 is a plan view of the invention.
Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2 2, I1ig. 1, of the
invention as applied. Fig. 3 is a detail Irag-
mentary plan view. Ig. 4 is a detal frag-
mentary perspective view. _

The invention has relation to means for
filling graves in a neat and expeditious man-
ner: and it consists in the novel construction
and combinations of devices, as hereinatter
set forth. B

The object of the invention 1s to provide a
device for holding the earth which is ex-
tracted in digeing a grave and causing the
same to be returned to the grave 1n burial pro-
ceedings in such a manner as to avoid the
strain and distress which is caused by the
slow and slovenly methods ordinarily em-
ployed. | , '

In carrying out this invention 1 use two
earth-holders a, as shown in the accompany-
ing drawings, one on each side ol the grave
to be dug.
together by means of arms b, which form
pivot-joints at the middle of the head and
oot of the grave, as mdicated at ¢. The
holders are also provided with lever-handles
d, which extend laterally from the back por-
tions of said holders and are of sullicient
length to enable the workmen litting thereby
to lift tlie holders upward at their back por-
tions and cause them to turn on their front

portions which rest on the ground near the
margins of the grave. Tle «evice can be

folded together and set aside in small storage
until required for use. The handle portion
, may be made removable.

In the drawines each holder @ i1s shown

provided with a back wall ¢ and end walls f

and with a front gate g, which is pivoted to

]

"These earth-holders are pivoted

of MeLean and @

T

allow it to swing outward when the holder 1s
litted.  Tach holder may be provided with
adjustable end walls, as indicated at h, these
endl walls being pivoted at the back and hav-
ing holes in flanges k of their {ront portions
for attachment to the base-plate of the holder
when they are adjusted to suit the size of the
orave. The handle-levers may be connected

& | . s
by a hand-bar m to enable a sullcient num-.

ber of persons to take hold of it to easily litt
the holder with 1ts charge of carth. Usually
the joints ¢ form the bearings which rest on
the eround and serve as fulerums in the Lift-
ine: but the holders may be pivoted to each
other by joint connections in such a manner
that thew front edges p will serve as fulerum-
bearings. -

In using this device it is laid upon the
oround in such a manner that the place of the
orave is between the front edges p of the
holders. The grave is then dug in the usual
manner, the earth being deposited upon the
holders in a more or less equalized manner.
Adter the service when the grave is to be
filled the holders are lifted upward at the
backs by means of the lever-handles and the
earth is ischarged therefrom back into the
orave. Thisoperation is quickly performed,
and the sod at the sides of the grave 1s left in
its normal clean condition.

[avine deseribed the invention, what 1
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
1S

1. Means for filling graves, comprising op-
posite earth-holders connected at their ends

by a jointed device of the width of the grave,

and having rear lever-bars, substantially as
specified.

9 Tn means for filling graves, an earth-
holder of the length of the grave having a
rear wall, adjustable end walls, a SWINgINg
discharge-gate, and rear lever-bars, substan-
tially as specified. . -

3" In means for filling graves, an earth-
holder of the length of the grave having a rear
wall, end walls, a swinging gate normally

closing the front, and rear lever-bars.

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
CHARLES . RICE.
Witnesses:
T. R. BARNARD,
W. &. BENDER.
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