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To all whom it mai coneern:

Be it known that I, HErBERT C. THOMP-
soN, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Hopedale, in the county of Carroll and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and vseful Improvements in Safeti-Bridles,
of which the following is a specification, rei-
erence being had therein to the accompany-
ing drawings. ' S
This invention relates to certain new and
useful Improvements in bridles, but more
particularly to that class of bridles having
the reins connected to the bit and passing

upwardly through ees or over pulle;s which

20

30

35

40

50

will cause the bit to be drawn upward 1n the
horse’s mouth, but at the same time when
the bodv portions of the reins are pulled the
bit will be drawn slightl7 to the rear upon an
angle as well as upwardly instead of directly
against the lower jaw.

It is to bespecially observed that the most
essential object of the invention is to provide
a device of this character having eflicient
means whereby the bit when drawn up-
wardly and slichtly rearwardly may be au-
tomatically locked 1n the extreme upper part
of the horse’s mouth, thus keeping the horse’s
motth distorted.
be convenientlv released when desired, and,
furthermore, a bridle of this construction
will effectively prevent the animal from *‘tak-
ine’’ or holding the bit between the teeth.

invention comprises further objects
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This _
and combinations of elements, which will be
hereinafter more fully described, shown in

‘the drawings, and the novel features thereot

will be pointed out by the appended clals.
To obtain a full and correct understanding

of the detalls of construction, combinations

of features, elements, and advantages, refer-
ence is to be had to the hereinafter set forth
description and the accompan;ing drawings
in connection therewith, wherein—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a bridle
illustrated in accordance with the invention.
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a bridle com-
prising the automatic locking means.  Ifig. 3
is a sectional view of the automatic locking
Means. ' '

Making renewed reference to the accom-
panying drawings, wherein similar reference
characters indicate corresponding parts 1in
the several illustrations by figures, 1 desig-
nates the crown-piece, 2 the throat-latch, and

55 3 the brow-band. Attached to the crown- _ ]
piece and the brow-band, as at 4 and 5, is the | for the auxiliary bridoon-reins and at the

This locking means may |
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checkrein 6, which extends rearwardly and
is provided with branching ends 7, which are
connected to the ends of a rod §, having a
perforated billet 9, allowing 1ts connection to

‘the water-hook of the harness saddle or girth.
~(Not shown in the drawings.)

The brow-
band is provided with eies or loops 10 at 1ts
rear ends, embracing the side portions of the
crown-piece. The bit 11, which mayv be ot
any suitable construction, but is preferably
of the form known as a ‘‘check-snaflle’” bit,
has the side rings 12. The main or check-

sniaffle reins 13 has its ends connected with

the bit-rines 12, preferably by mnieans of
buckles 14, as shown.

15 designates the auxiliary bridoon-reins,
which have their front ends connected with
the bit-rings 12, preferably by means of
buckles 16, as shown. The ends of the reins
15 pass from the bit upwardly over pulleys
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17, which are attached to tie sides of the

crown-piece by means of a separate strap and
buckle 18, as shown, and from thence down-
wardly under corresponding pulleys 19,
which are journaled within castings 20,
which castings are secured to the bit-rings
12, as clearly shown in the drawings.

To lock tie bit in the extreme upper part

of the horse’s mouth, automatic locking de-
vices are provided comprising tubular exten-
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sions 21 of the castings 20, through which

the auxiliary bridoon-reins pass, which tubu-
lar extensions are provided with upwardly-
extending hollow members 22, 1 which are
mounted the spring-pressed bolts 23, the
lower ends of which are provided with teeth
24, which are inclined in such wise as to allow
the auxiliary bridoon-reins when pulled
upon by the driver to pass the spring-
pressed bolts; but in the retrogression of the
said auxiliary bridoon-reins the teeth of the
spring-pressed bolts will bite imnto the said

reins, as will be clearly understood from tle

drawings. To allow the bit .to assume 1its
normal position in the horse’s mouth, suit-
able releasine-reins 25 are provided, wlich

are connected to the spring-pressed bolts 23

and from thence over the pulleys 26, which
are secured to the auxiliary bridoon-reins, as
at 27, as clearly saown.
are adapted to extend back to a suitable lo-
cation within grasp ot the driver, as also the
auxiliary bridoon-reins and the main or
check-snaffle rein, as will be understood.
These automatic locking devices form stops
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~what 1s claimed as new and useful, by the
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same time also form gages to regulate the

size of bridle suitable for different-sized
heads of animals.

Erom the foregoing the essential features,
elements, and the operation of the device,
together with the simplicity thereof, will be
clearly observed and when manufactured in
accordance with the invention an inexpen-
sive market will be easily obtained therefor.

Having thus fully described the invention,

protection of Letters Patent, is—
1.-In a bridle, comprising the head-gear,

“the bit, pulleys mounted upon the head-gear
rs.

and the bit, and the reins connected with th

bit and passing through said pulleys, the

combination with the reins and said pulleys,
of automatic locking, stop, and gage devices
for the reins, and means for releasing the said

automatic locking, stop, and gage devices.

2. In a bridle, comprising the head-gear,
the bit, pulleys mounted upon the head-gear
and bit, and the reins connected with the bit
and passing through said pulleys, the combi-
nation with the reins and said pulleys, of
automatic locking, stop and gage devices
for the reins, comprising castings, a pulley
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mounted in each of said castings, tubular ex-

tensions of the castings to receive the reins,

upwardly-extending hollow members of the
tubular extensions, spring - pressed bolts

means to bite into the reins, and releasing-
relns for the spring-pressed bolts. '

3. In a bridle, the head-gear, the bit and
check reins, in combination with the auxil-

lary bridoon-reins, automatic locking means
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mounted 1n said hollow members and having
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for the auxiliary bridoon-reins, comprising

castings having tubular extensions to receive -
the auxaliary bridoon-reins, said tubular ex-

tensions having upwardly-extending hollow
members, spring-pressed bolts mounted in
sald hollow members and having means to

bite mnto the auxiliary bridoon-reins, and
45

means for releasing said spring-pressed bolts
of the reins. - =

In testimony whereof I have hereunto

40

afixed my signature in presence of two wit- -

IEeSses. |

HERBERT C. THOMPSON.

Witnesses: I
FrED COCHRAN, _
JAMES M. TowNSLEY.
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