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To wll whony it mly CORCETIL:

Be it known that 1, Briscoe RiELY, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the county of New Y ork and State
of New York, have invented certain new and

useful Improvements in Stocking - Protec-

tors, of which the following is a specification,

such as will enable those skilled 1n the art to |

which is appertains to make and use the
same.

This invention relates to devices adapted
to be applied to the ankle in order to protect
the stockings in the operation of blacking
and polishing low-cut shoes; and the object
thereof is to provide a device of this class
which is simple in construction and easily ap-
plied and by means of which the stockings

may be protected from dirt or from blacking

in the operation above specified.
" The invention is fully disclosed in the fol-
lowing specification, of which the accompa-
nying drawings form a part, in which the
separate parts of my improvenient are desig-
nated by suitable reference characters in each
of the views, and in which—

Figure 1 1s a side view of a foot provided

with a shoe and showing the use or applica-

tion of my improvement in protecting the
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horizontal and longitudinal

stocking in the operation of blacking, polish-
ing, or shining the shoe; kig. 2, a perspec-
tive view of the device detached, and Fig. 3 a
transverse section of one side of the device on
the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. _

- My improvement consists of two side
members @, hinged together at one end, as
shown at b, the hinge at b being composed of
separate parts connected by a single rivet b
with the sidemembersa of the attachinent, so
that said side members may have a slight ro-
tary movement on the rivets b”.

The side members a of the device are sub-
stantially or approximately sewicircular n
section, but are
curved in vertical section, as shown in Fig. 3,

the central and top

" wardly, as shown at a? in order to accom-

modate the ankle-bones when the device 1s
applied to the ankle,as shownin Fig. 1, and
the bottom edess a® of the side members a
are set inwardly and so formed as to fit the
ankle snugly within the top portion ¢* of the

‘shoe ¢, as clearly shown or indicated in Fig. 1.

The outer sides of the side portion ¢ of the

portion being curved out-
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attachment are provided, preferably, shghtly
forward of the transverse middle thereot with
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transversely or vertically arranged keepers @, -

by means of which a yoke-shaped spring e 1s
connected with the side portions a of the at-
tachment. _ '

The yoke-shaped spring e is provided at
the ends of the sides thereof wilh down-
wardly-directed menibers which pass into the
keepers d, and the tension of said spring
and the location of the keepers ¢ is such
that when the spring is applied to the
attachment, as shown in Fig. 2, it normally
holds the parts thereof in a closed pesition
or so that the front ends thereof will abut,
and the said spring also serves to press the
bottom side eages of the sides @ of the at-
tachment inwardly and holds the same
closely in contact with the ankle when the

attachment is applied to the ankle, as shown
in fig. 1.

As shown in Fig. 2, the free ends of the side
members a of the attachment are held closely
adjacent; but said ends may be made to
overlap, 1f desired, in order that the attach-

‘ment may be adjusted on ankles of diflerent

sizes and so as to fit within the top ¢* of shoes
of different sizes.

The side members ¢ of the attachnent are
preferably compcsed of any suitable sheet
metal—such as tin, brass, or alloy of alu-
minium—and it will Le understcod that the
side members @ of the attachirent may Le
made of any desired dinmensions end ot eny
preferred shape, all that is necesse1y 1n ihis
connection Leing to provide a device of the
class descrited which may be aepplied to the
ankle and the Lottom edge of which will fit
within the top portion of a low-cut shoe so &s
to
blacking, polishing, or shin'ng the shoe.

- My invention is not limited to the use of
the spring e, connected with the sice mem-
Lers @, s herein shown &nd deseriked, ind
any suitable spring device way te ew ployed
for holding the free ends of the side mcm.bers
a of the attachment together.

Having fully descrited my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by l.et-
ters Patent; 15—

protect the stocking in the opersticn of
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A device of the cless described, comprising

two side memters hinged at the rear end

' and the front ends of which are held closely
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adjacent, the bottom edges of said side mem- | my invention I have signed my name, In
bers being adapted to be inserted into the top | presence of the subscribing witnesses, this
of a low-cut shoe and said side members be- | 29th day of September, 1906. _ “‘
ing provided with a spring which normally BRISCOX RIELY.
5 holds the front ends of the side members to- | R
gether.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as ]

Witnesses: |
C. J. KLEIN,
C. E. MULREANTY,
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