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To cll whome Tt vy corneeriy:

Be 1t known that I, Jamrs B. Arrour, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Pittsbure, in the county of Alle-
oheny and State of Pennsylvania, have 1n-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments 1n Cracker-Boxes, of which the follow-
ing 18 a specthication, reference being had
therein to the accompanying drawings.

1 his invention relates to certain new and
usetul improvements 1n cracker-boxes gener-
ally, and relates more specifically to the pro-
vision ol means or the construction ol a pox
by which smooth interior surfaces are pro-
vided 1n the box and the usual {flange that 1s
provided at the uppm edge of the box cis-
j)onsed with and also 1n a novel construction
for the securing of the glass generally em-
ployed 1 the front of bll(‘h boxes and the la-
hel which 1s 1nserted therein and held against
the rear face of said glass.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
represents a perspective view of a cracker-

_]'

box constructed In accordance with my -

vention, showing the lid in a partially-raised
position. Iig. 2 1s a perspective view ot a
box, largely Tbroken away, the lid having
been opened. Iig. 31sa detached detail per-
spective view of the corner-str ip by means ot
which the elass {front and label are secured in

position, and Fig. 4 1s a transverse sectional |

view through a pm"t of this strip.

In the construction of cracker-boxes it has
heretofore. been the general practice to
flange over the rim or upper edge of the box,
the outer e: doe of this flange bunn some Qi1s-
tance from the inner smtaco of the box,
which 1s very Inconvenient in the packing of
the crackers in the box. Again, it has beu1
the general practice to employ corner-strips
for securing the olass front of the box 1 posi-
tion, the ends of which corner-str Ips are usu-
ally placei some distance from the siles and
which strips are soldered onto the skeleton
front.

In my improved construction 1 lieu ol
providing the strengthening-flange around
the top of the box, w “hich ﬂanne pro J(‘(th 1n-
wardly over the box—opemn 1 provide the
box 1 with exterior streng thonuw-—stupb 2
along the sides at the top and bottom and
also at the rear or back of the box, these
strips being provided by flanging over the
edoe of the metal, flanging the same out-
W ardly instead of 1nward l , thus producing
a perfectly smooth-faced box on the interior.
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The {ront 3 of the cracker-box is usually
constructed with a cut -away portion 4,
which is closed by a glass plate 5; and above
this the said front has ancther cut-ous por-
tion 6, that is ¢losed by a label 7, on which 1s
marked inaicating 111*1‘[{,01 to (wczlﬂn‘lte the
contents of the box. "Lhe olass plate is pro-
viced so that the (*ontonts of the box may be
observed from the exterior.

The cutting cut of the front leaves the
11 e Slll‘bhﬂliluﬂ‘} skeleton 1 ferm, and
irewns must be provided for holding the Lubvl
7N posiiiel o1 Ld clso for securing the gliss
ploie i position.,  As to the lotter I ]}IUVI(]B
v-extending strip ¢r lug 8 on the
bottom of the box, jnteriorly bpu(,od 2 short
distonce awoy from the front 3 3, ond between
V»hhh .nd the front the lower edee of the
oloss plote 1s received.  The upper edge cf
1111% Ulub‘w plute is engaged and held by two
verticolly-stideoble cotehes 9, mounted 1n
Loo],els 10, corried on the respective corner-
sirips 11 1)3 n.eens of which latter the mndi-

coling - lobel 7 is held in position.  The
cetehes 9 ere each provided with & projection
12, which may be formed by pressing the
malericl cutwerdly ot a certain point, the
convex face (hered projecting towerd the
keeper 10 wnd concting with & concave seat
14, forned m said Lee}}el Thus each catch
mey be held in the Iecked pesition when the
pmjmuun 12 1s 1n engaeement with the con-
cave seot cnd in the unlocked position when
the ceteh 9 is in the position shown in I*lﬂ

of the drowings. The corner-strips 11 ¢
substonticlly 111L41‘w~111w1—&,l1‘,..,,pu1 having ’m 0
of theiwr edges bent «ver to ferm side mnd bot-
tom [L..,DUC'b 15. These strips are placed
oo inst the inner fuce of the front 1, with the
fls cnees toward seid front and the vertical
'["f“n;;etlthe strip ebuting ageinst the corner-
wall of the box, thus bringing the strip up
close to the corner and hwwno the space
which cecurs when saad strips ere secured to
the 11011t o considerable distance from the
sides, ©s1s the usuwl practice, the strips hav-
e 111011 {langes facing agsinst the front
lul nIng & Spa he label

o in which is received -
7, this 1)01110 111%0110(1 into the space between

the front wall and a strip 16, located mte-

ricrly of the box at its top and s;pa,c,(*d a short
distence away from the front. The usual
cover 17 is provided, which may be hinged
in eny desired manner.

The catches 9 sre provided :Ld].;hb(}llt each
end with longitudinal ribs 18, which form
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stops to limit the movement of the clip 1n
each direction, these being so placed that

when the projection 12 is in engagement with
the seat 14 the uppermost rib 18 will hold the

clip against further movement through its
keeper, and when the catch is shoved up-

Wardly, so as to disengage the projection 12

from its seat 14, the lowermost rib 18 of the
catches limits the movement of these catches.
The upper ends of the catches are preferably
curved outwardly slightly, as shown at 19, so
as to enable the operator to readily move the
same by engagement with the tip of the
fincer.

By this construction it will be observed

that the glass plate 5 may be readily removed
at any time when the box is empty for cleans-
ing or for renewing purposes, the catches be-
ing pulled upwardly, so as to free the upper
edge of the glass, which may then be lifted
out from its seat between the lug 8 and the
front. The labels are always free in their

seat in order that they may be changed as

may be desired, according to the nature of
the goods being p&cked in the boxes.

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 15—

1. A craeker—box having a sheet-metal
front provided with two openings one above
the other, one of said openings adapted to be

closed by a label and the other by a transpar-

844,706

ent plate, corner-strips secured to the inner

face of the said front and receiving said label,
and means carried by said corner-strips o
engage and hold the transparent plate in po-

51t1011 seld means comprising on each corner-

strip a keeper having a seat in its inner face,

a, catch slidably mounted for vertical move-

ment in the keeper and having a projection
to engage the seat in the keeper, and ribs on

the catch for limiting the movement of the

catch in both directions.

2. A cracker-box having a sheet-metal
front furnished with openings therein, two
removable plates for closing said openings,
corner-strips secured to the inner face of said
sheet-metal front for holding one of said re-
movable plates, a keeper carried by each of
sald corner-strips, each keeper having a seat,

catches for holding the other of said remov-.
able plates, said ca tches mounted to slide in-

said keepers and provided with projections
to engage the seat in'the keepers, and means

carried by said catches to engage opposite

edges of the keeper and limit the movement

- of the catches in the keepers.

In testimony whereof 1 aflix my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES B. ARTHUR.

Witnesses: -
K. K. PorTER,
H. C. EvERT.
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