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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, Encar A. WoLF, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Ner-
strand, in the county of Rice and State of
Minnesota, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Signals: and I do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,
wnd exact deseription of the invention, such
as will enable others skllled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the
sime. ~

My invention relates to new and useful im-
provements in signals, and more particularly
to that clasgs adapted to be used in connec-

tion with rural-mail boxes; and my object is |

to provide means for operating the s unals
when mnail is disposed into or removed from
the box.

A further object is to provide means for
holding the signals in their adjusted position.

A further objectl is to provide means for
manually operating the said signals when de-
sired. -

Other objects and advantages will be here-
inafter referred to, and more particularly
pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings which are made a part of
this application and in which I have shown
my preterred form of device, Figure 1 is a
side elevation of a mail-box, showing one of
the signals secured thereto and said signal
being shown elevated in full lines and lowered
Fig. 2 is a similar view
showing the position of the signal when the
box 1s open. Tig. 3isa top plan view of a
portion of a mail-box, showing the signal se-
cured thereto.

Referring to the drawings, in which s'milar
reference-numerals indicate corresponding
parts throughout the several views, 1 indi-
cates a m&if—box, such as is commonly used
upon rural routes, and is provided at one end
witha swinging door 2, said door being hinged
at its lower end to one end of the box, and is
provided at its upper end with a hooked
member 3, which 1s adapted to engage a
keeper 4, secured to the upper end of the box.
The hooked member 3 and keeper 4 are pro-
vided with registerin
which may be dispeseg,
(Not shown.)

Secured to one end of the door 2is an arm
6, sa1d arm extending laterally from the door
and berond the edge of the box 1 and has

when desired, a lock.

55 pivotally mounted thereon a lever 7. Piv-

otally secured to one side of the box 1 is g |

openings 5, through

mojamhisll

| by means of a
 secured to the shaft 8 above its pivot-point

- again set, as before descriled.

shaft 8, to the upper end of which is secured
a stgnal-plate 9, while the lower end thereof
18 connected to the inner end of the lever T
by means of a link 10.

The signal 9 is held in its adjusted position

spring 11, one end of which s

12, while the lower end thereof is secured to
the side of the box 1. The spring is so con-
nected to the box and shaft that a tension
will be exerted vpon the shaft in whichever
pesition the shaft may be disposed, and, as
shownin Fig. 1 of the drawings, the spring 11
will be disposed to the left of the pivot-point
12 when the signal is in its elevated position
and to the right of the pivot-point when the

- signal Is in 1ts lowered position, so that the
. signal will be firmly held in whichever

.- posi-
tion 1t may be disposed. The downward
movement of the shaft 8 is limited by means
of a pin 13, secured to one side of the box 1,
while the movement of the shaft in the oppo-
site direction is controlled by the lever 7 and
link 10. This signal is designed to be used
to notify the carrier when there is mail in the
box to be taken out by him, as when the
patron places mail in the box for the carrier.

. After the patron places the mail in the box he-

closes the door 2 and depresses the free end

of the lever 7, thereby disposing the signal 9

in its elevated position, as shown in full lines
in Big. 1, and the signal is held in this post-
tlon by means of the spring 11 until such
time as the carrier opens the door 2, when the

 signal 9 will be lowered until the shaft 8 en-
| gages the pin 13, as shown in Fig. 2 of the

rawings, and remains in this position until

By this con-
struction it will be seen that it will'be impos-
sible for the carrier to leave the signal set,
and by a casual glance the patron can see
whether or not the carrier has removed ihe
mail from the box.

Secured to one s'de of the door 2 is a slot-
ted bar 24, through which s disposed o

pocket-like holder 25, said holder beine pre-

- erably constructed of sheet metal and i« adapt-

ed to receive money to puy for postage, there-
by obviating the accidentul lo-s of money
should the same be placed {oosciv within the
box 1,

What I claim is—

1. A signal of the class deseribed COmMpTis-
Ing the combination with a mail-box having
a door hinged thereto; of arins on said door

and projecting laterally from cach cdge there-
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of, levers pivotally mounted upon ssid arms,
signals pivotally secured to said box, means
interposed between said signals and the le-
vers to operate the same and springs secured
at one end to the box and at the opposite end
to said signals whereby said signals will be
held in the.r adjusted position.

2. A signal of the class described compris-
ing the combination with a mail-box having
& swinging door at one end thereof and arms
integral withsaid swinging doors and extend-
ing laterally from the edges thereof; of levers
pivotally mounted on sa.d arms, signals piv-
otall -mounted uponsaid box, means toyield-
ingly secure said signals tosaid levers, springs
secured at their lower ends to said box
and at their opposite ends to said signals,
said springs being so disposed that a tens.on
will be exerted upon said s.gnals when d.s-
posed either to the right or left of the.r re-
spective pivot-points.

3. A signal of the class described compris-
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ing the combination with a mail-box having
a swinging door at one end thereof ; of an arm
integral with said door; of a lever pivotally
secured to said arm, a signal pivoted to said
box, a link disposed between the inner end of
said lever and the lower end of said signal,
whereby said s'gnal may be rased or lowered
by operating the lever, and a spring having
one of its ends secured to said box and the
opposite end to said signal, said spring bein
so disposed that a tension will be exertes
upon the signal when disposed to the right or
left of its pivot-point and means to limit the
movement of said signal.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

EDGAR A. WOLF.
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Witnesses:

C. J. Hussy,
HenrY OMSBERG.
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