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To all whom it may conceri:
Be it known that I, FREDERICK C. SMAL-

8TI1G, a citizen of the United States, residing

at Allegheny, in the county of Allegheny
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements 1n
Can-Openers, of which the following 1s a
specification, reference being had therein to
the accompanying drawings.

This invention relates to can-openers; and
the primary object is to provide a tool of sim-
ple and substantial construction which may
be used in either horizontal or vertical posi-
tion, its use horizontally being when opening
circular cans of various sizes, at which time
the pointed fulerum projecting from its for-
ward extremity is inserted in the center of
the can-top, with the blade adjusted to the
size of the can being opened.

For cutting square and other cans by a
lever movement the tool is held in upright
position, with the cutter fixed and a portion

of the body serving as the fulcrum. In the

last-described position the lever movement
may be dispensed with by simply pulling or
drawing the upright cutter along the line to
be severed. -
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a top plan view, and Fig. 2 a longitudinal sec-
tional view, of the device when used 1n hori-

zontal position, taken on line 2 2 of Fig. 1.

Figs. 3 and 4 are similar views of the same
when used in upright position. Fig. 5 illus-
trates the hblade in detail. Ifig. 6 1s a cross-
sectional view on line 6 6 of g, 1. |

Referring to the drawings, the body of the

can-opener 1s formed of a single piece or cast-

ing and comprises shank portion 2 and han-
dle portion 3, out of line with each other and
connected by offset 4. Shank 2 is open from
its front end to and through its rear end. and
slidable thereon beneath ribs or bridges 5 is
cutter 6, the latter being readily inserted
through the open inner end of the shank.

Projecting forwardly from the front end of

the cutter is blade 7, and also projecting lat-
erally therefrom is another blade §, the latter
being preferably formed of the metal dis-
placed in forming notch 8’, the latter being
adapted to embrace enlargement 9 on the up-
%:)er side of the forward end of shank 2 and
imit the movement of the cutter in that di-
rection, with blade 7 projected for the use
illustrated in Figs. 3 and 4. o
Handle portion 3 is constructed with a Tor-
wardiy-projecting tongue-like part 3’, which

1

- overhangs shank portion 2 and forms a stop

for the spring-tongue 6, carried by the rear
end of cutter 6, thereby holding the cutter in
the projected position indicated in Figs. 3
and 4. When using the device as mn Figs. 1
and 2, spring 6’ frictionally engages the un-
der face of the handle or of tongue 3’ and
holds the cutter the required distance irom
the pointed fulerum or center 10 projecting
from enlargement 9, point 10 being forced

into the center of the can-top in the well-

known manner. The cutter is thus securely
held for making circular incisions of any de-
sired diameter. _

When used as in Figs. 3 and 4 for cutting
around the edge of a square or other can by a
forward step-by-step lever motion, blade 7
is simply forced into the can, the rear edge
or heel 2/ of shank 2 bearing on the can edge
and serving as the fulerum. When thus
used, the central fulerum or turning-point 10
overhangs the outer edge of the can, as shown
in Fig. 4, and prevents the opener from run-
ning inward out of its course. Ior simply
ripping open the top of a can without the le-
ver action the opener may be positioned as
in Figs. 3 and 4 and simply drawn forward
around the can edge without changing the
upright position of the tool. -

Two pieces or parts—viz., the body and the
cutter—comprise the whole device. In as-
sembling, all that is necessary is to insert the
cutter in the open rear end of the shank, and
after being thus inserted spring-tongue 6
holds it positioned with relation to either of
the fulcrums. | .

I claim—

1. A can-opener comprising a body formed

with a shank portion and a handle portion, a
tongue projecting from the handle portion
and overhanging the shank portion, a cutter
slidable on the shank portion, and a spring
projecting from the cutter and adapted to
encage said tongue for holding the cutter in
adjusted position. | |

2. A can-opener comprising a body formed
with a shank portion and a handle portion
connected by an offset whereby the shank

“and handle portions are out of line with each

other, the shank portion constituting a slide-
way with its inner end open beneath the han-
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dle portion, a slidable cutter adapted to be

inserted in said open end, and a spring pro-
jection on the cutter adapted to bear against
the handle portion for holding the c¢utter po-
sitioned. -
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3. A can-opener comprising a body having

a slideway, a fulcrum at the forward end of |

the body, a cutter movablé in the slideway,

and a spring carried by the cutter and adapt- |

ed to engage the body for holding the cutter

positioned with relation to the fulerum.
- 4. A can-opener comprising a body having
a slideway and with its forward end provided.

with two fulecrum-points operative respec-
tively with the eutter in horizontal and in

upright . position, a cutter movable:in. the
slideway and provided with two blades ex-

tending. at right angles to each other, and

means for holding the cutter in position in

the slideway. - -
5. A can-opener comprising a body having

a slideway, one edge of the forward end of the I
body forming a fulerum and a second fulerum |
projecting forwardly from the body between |

its. edges; a cutter movable in the slideway,
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forwardly and laterally projecting blades on

the cutter, and means for holding the cutter

in position in the slideway. -
- 6. A can-opener comprising a body having
a slideway, an enlargement at the forward

end of the top or front face of the body, a cut-
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ter movable in the slideway and notched at

1ts -forward end to embrace said enlarge-

ment; a blade projecting forwardly from said

notched end, the body being .constructed-
with a fulcrum or turning point, and means
for holding the.cutter in position within the: -
fslideway.-. .
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In testimony whereof I affix my signature .

In presence of two - witnesses.
FREDERICK C. SMALSTIG.

Witnesses:
J. M. NESBIT,
MarcgareET HUGHES.
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