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7o all whom it maiy concer:

Be 1t known that I, HExrY HELBIG, a c1ti-
zen of the United States of America, residing
at Munich, Bavaria, Germany, have invented
certain new and useful lmprovements in
Theaters; and 1 do hereby declare the follow-

ing to be a full, clear, and exact description

of the invention, such as will enable cthers
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

The present invention relates to the novel
arrangement of the auditorium of a theater,
circus, or other like buildings, as hereinafter
set forth.

In order to render the present spccification
easily intelligible, reference is had to the ac-
companying drawings, showing a preferred
embodiment of the invention, in which simi-
lar letters of reference denote similar parts
throughout the several views.

Ficure 1 is a longitudinal segtion through
the building, taken along the central hme.
Fig. 2 is a sectional plan on the line A B of
Fig. 1, and Fig. 3 is a similar plan on the line
C D of Ing. 1.

The exterior wall d of the building is of the
usual cylindrical or similar shape in plan
view, and within this wall is built the vault
or domed structure which forms and sup-
ports the several galleries. 'The first gallery,
containing the dress-circle 1, 1s advanta-
geously at the largest diameter of the vault,
the second gallery 11 extending over and be-
yvond the said dress-circle and the uppermost
callery I11 being closest to the stage, the pros-
cenium-wall @ bof which cuts the vault verti-
cally. The top of the domed structure 1s or
may be cut off at the gallery-line, leaving a
central open top, and a passage e, F1g. 1, may
be formed around the same above the.pro-
scenium. The galleries are advantageously
constructed so as to form projecting bal-
conies between and in front of the pillars and
binding-arches, as indicated at e. .

The skeleton or frame of the vault,in which
the galleries are built, 1s formed by pillars
and binding-arches, serving to support the
superposed galleries. Any suitable number
of these maybeprovided. Thisarrangement
permits the construction of overlying gal-
leries which increase in depth toward the top,

'

- the front edge of the upper galleries being at

a considerable distance from the vertical
wall d, so that the galleries, and particularly
the upper ones, will have considerable depth

| ereat number of people.

) The front seats of
the galleries will be nearest to the stage, and
the front seats of the gallery 111 will be par-
ticularly close.

By means of this uniform and architectur-
ally-organic combinaticn of a doned struc-
ture with the galleries of an auditorium the
esthetic effect of the auditorium will ke en-
hanced, inasmuch as the galleries are built
within and as a component part of the donmed
structure, whereby the disagreeable and dis-
cordant effect of overhanging galleries or
intermediate supports 1s aveided.

As the present invention allows of a greater
seating capacity than heretofore in the gal-
leries of a theater, broad flights of widening
stairs with intermediate terrace-like landings
m, 1, k, and h, which communicate, by means
of exits, with the corridors G G2 in the rear
of the galleries, are arranged on the exterior
of the building to enable the excepticnally-
rapid emptying of all parts of the auditorrum
without the liability of a panic cccurring,
since thereby the crowding of people and con-
sequent danger through smoke or flames in
case of fire are absolutely prevented.

The interior staircases f also communicate
with the galleries and the staircases o with
the uppermost gallery. | -

Instead of a single floor for the stalls a
double stall-floor may be arranged. 'Thus
the upper floor E may be carried forward
beyond the center of the vault and may
cover several rows of the lower floor P and
also the boxes L, formed in the rear of the
lower floor. Other boxes L. are also ar-
ranged around the vertical wall forming the
continuation of the lower part of the vault or
domed structure, as indicated. Thus con-
siderably more seating capacity will be ob-
tained on the floor of the house. The Royal
or Presidential box F L may be formed at the
head of the upper floor E, extending up-
wardly to the under side of the gallery 11.

Behind the upper stall-floor and the gal-
leries passages G G%, having a large number
of doors, are formed between the walls d and
d’ in the usual manner. The lower passage
G declines along the edge of the upper stall-
floor from the center toward both sides of
the stage.

Having now fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent of the United States, 1s—

1. An auditorium for theaters and the like,

and will be capable of accommodating a | comprising an outer inclosing wall, a plural-
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ity of galleries extending inwardly above and | leries and forming binding-arches of a vault

beyond each other, with inwardly-converg-
ing pillars supporting the galleries and form-
ing binding-arches of a vault over the stall-
floor. |

2. An auditorium for theaters and the like, |

comprising an outer inclosing wall; a plural-
1ty of galleries extending inwardly above
and beyond each other, with inwardly-con-

verging pillars supporting the galleries and

forming binding-arches of a vault over the

stall-floor, such vault being cut vertically at

one side by the proscenium-walls. .

- 3. An auditorium for theaters and the like,
comprising an outer inclosing wall, a plural-

1ty of galleries extending inwardly above

and beyond each other, with inwardly cury-
ing and converging pillars supporting the

oalleries and forming binding-arches of a
vault over the stall-floor, such vault having
a domed top with a central opening bounded

by the uppermost gallery and a passage op-

posite the same.

over the stall-floor, such vault being cut ver-

- tically at one side by the proscemium-walls

and having a domed top with a central open-
ing bounded by the uppermost gallery and a
passage opposite the same above the pro-
scenium. _
5. An auditorium for theaters and the like,
comprising a vertical inclosing wall, a plural-
1ty of galleries extending therefrom inwardly
above and beyond each other, with inwardly

curving and converging piliars supporting 4o

the galleries and forming the binding-arches
of a vault, a main stall-floor arranged. within
the vault, and a second stall-floor projecting

vault cut vertically at one side by the pro-
scentum-walls and having a domed top with

| a central opening bounded by the upper-

most gallery and a
scenium. |
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my

passage above the pro-

4. An auditorium for-theaters and the like, | signature in the presence of two witnesses.

'comprising an outer inclosing wall, a plural- |
of galleries extending inwardly above :
and beyond each other, with inwardly curv-

1ty

ing and converging pillars supporting the gal-

HILNRY HELBIG.
Witnesses:
Urysses J. BYWATER,
Louis IF. MurLLER.

from the inclosing wall above the main stall-
floor to a point beyond the lower gallery, the
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