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Specification of Letters Patent.
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To all whom 1t may concerin:

Be it known that I, Bascom L. UMBERGER,
a citizen of the Umted States, residing m:
Concord, in the county of Cabarrus and
State of North Carolina, have invented a new
and useful Desk, of Whloh the following is a
specification. |

This invention relates to combined wall-
desks and blackboards; and its object is to
provide an article of this character having a
closure which is easily reversible and which
can be utilized as a desk-leaf or as a black-
board. |

Another object is to provide means for
holding this closure at an angle to the desk
or suspended therefrom, so as to meet the
various requirements of the users.

A still further object 1s to provide an ar-
ticle of furniture of this character having

combined therewith a chart-holder which is
so located that the charts therein are plainly
visible to persons using the blackboard.

A still further ob]ect 1s to provide an ar-
ticle of this character the back of which is
utilized as an educational chart.

With the above and other objects in view
the mvention consists of a casing adapted to
be suspended in any desired manner and
closed at the back, the outer surface of said
back being preferab]y provided with a chart
conta.ining usetul 1nformation on various
subijects. |

The interior of the casing i1s subdivided
into various compartments. “for stationery,
letters, valuables, &e., and a rack is provided
in the upper part of the casing for holding
detachable charts. The front of the casing
15 provided with a closure, one face of which
1s finished in any desired manner, while the
other face constitutes a blackboard. This
closure 1s so mounted as to be capable of lon-
oitudinal movement, and the same 1s also
capable of being reversed, so as to bring
either of the faces thereof on the outside.
Catches are p’rovided for locking the closure
1n raised or ciosing position.

The invention also consists of certain
other novel features of construction and
combinations of paris, which will be herein-
after more fully described, and pointed out
in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings is shown
the preferred form of the mvention.

In said drawings, Iigure 1 1s a perspective
view of the desk the lid being m position for

door 15, having a suitable lock 16.

“use as a desk-leal and also shown by dotted
lines in suspended p051t1011 I1g. 2 18 a ver-
tical section, and Kig. 3 is an eniarfred trans-
verse. section throuc-h the lower portion of
one side.

Referring to the
reference, { 1 are the sides of & casing, the
front and rear edges thereof converging at
the upper ends and said edges being con-
nected by a back 2, on the rear or outer face
of which is located a chart 22 of useful infor-
mation on various subjects, such as are likely
to be of daily service to the user of the desk.
The desk 13 adapted to be connected to a

wall by flexible cords or wires secured to-
hooks 4 upon the sides thereof, or, if p

L

ferred, these hooks may be plac ced in dn ect-

elwaﬂ*ement with some holding device 3 upon
the wall.
not extend to the front edges of the sides
and has partitions 6 exten dincf upward from
1t. The space between one of these parti-
tions and one side of the casing is subdi-
vided by a shelf 7 into an upper recept&f le 8
for a pencil-box and into a lower receptacle
9 for the reception of an ink-well. The
space at the other side of this partition is

subdivided by an inclined shelf 10 into upper

and lower compartments 11 and 12 for the
reception of answered and unanswered let-
ters.

the E{x

?f“l_\.

~ors I the upper compartment, and in

craer unnt the letters may be properly con-
tamned :E'u tne lower compartment an elastic
band 13 is stretched across the front thereof,
as shown. The space between the two cen-
tral partitions 6 constitutes a receptacle 14
for valuables and 1s provided with a metal
It 1s of
course understood that instead of providing
a single receptacie 14 between these last-
mentioned partitions the space may be sub-
divided by shelves, and a drawer may be
placed therebetween.
joming the other side 1 of the casing has a
pen-rack 18, and anelasticstrip 19 is stretched
across the upper portion of the space 18
for the purpose of holding sheets of sta-
tionery i place. The top 20 of the casing
1s disposed at a suitable distance below the
upper ends of the side and has a flange 21

extending along the front edge thereof. This

top constitutes the base of a chart-rack. A
cross-strip 22 connects the upper portions of
the sides and is disposed above the flange 21.

oures by characters of .

The bottom. 5 of the casing does

The melined shelf 1s sufficient to hold-

The space 17 ad-
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This étrip 18 adapt_ed to hold the charts in po- | bolts within the notches 34. If it should not

sition upon the top 20. The charts used in
connection with the rack are preferably in
the form of strips 23 of cardboard or other

material shaped so as to fit easily within the

rack. A desired number of these strips may
be placed within the rack, and each strip 1s
provided on its two faces with drawings or

data relating to any subject which is to be

pursued by the user of the desk. Flaps 24
_e}:tend UPW&rd from the chartsj s0 that the}r

can be readily removed from or placed in po- |

sition.

- Prvot-bolts 25 extend inward from: the
lower portions of the sides 1 adjacent the
Iront edges thereof, and on each of these
bolts 1s mounted a rotatable head 26, prefer-
ably provided with ball-bearings 27, so that
the same will easily rotate. These bolts ex-
tend mto T-shaped grooves 28, formed lon-
gitudmally within side strips 29, arranged
along the side edges of a closure 30. This
closure 1s constructed of any preferred mate-

finish, while the other side 31 constitutes a

" blackboard. The ends of the greoves 28 are

closed, so as to prevent the withdrawal of the
heads 26 therefrom, and stop-blocks 32 are

secured upon the inner faces of the sides 1 |

above the bottom 5. Suitable catches 33
are located within the edges of the closure 30,
and erther of these catches is adapted to en-
gage one side of the casing for the purpose of
holding the closure in raised position whether
or not the blackboard be arranged upon the
outside or inside of the casing. Notches34
are formed 1 the walls of the grooves 28 ad-
jacent the centers thereof for the purpose
heremafter set forth. .

It will be understood that the closure is
normally m a raised position and disposed
entirely between the sides 1. When it is in
this position, one of the catches 33 will en-
gage one of the side walls, and thereby lock

the closure m raised position.

IT 1t 1s desired to use the blackboard or in-
ner face of the closure, said closure is un-
locked by releasing the catch and is swung
downward upon the bolts 25, and after it has

assumed a substantially horizontal position
the closure 1s pushed inward until its rear

edge comes under the stop-blocks 32, which

will serve to support said closure, so as to |

permit it to be used like the leaf or shelf of a
clesk: |

By lowering the closure in the manner de-

seribed the chart will be exposed and the sub-

Jjectsindicated thereon can be readily seen by
the person using them. Should it be desired
to use a hanging blackboard, the closure is
pulled forward out of engagement with the
blocks 32 and permitted to swing downward
upon the bolts 25. By moving the closure
upward the suspended blackboard can be

]

‘the blocks 32.

be desired to use the blackboard when the
closure isin a horizontal position, said closure
can be moved vertically with the blackboard
outward until the bolts 25 come in contact
with the lower ends of the grooves 28, where-
upon the closure can be swung forward with
the blackboard down, and by pushing it in-
ward 1t can be replaced in engagement with
The outer face of the closure
will thus be brought upward. |
The opening of the desk will of course ex-
pose all of the compartments therein, and ac-
cess can be conveniently had to any of them.
By using a catch 33 on each edge of the closure
sald closure can be locked in raised position
whether or not the blackboard is exposed to
view. A map or chart 35 may be attached

to the upper portion of the desk in any pre-

ferred manner.
It will be understood that by mounting the

closure in the manner described there are no

- parts to get out of order, said closure cannot

rial, and one side thereof is of the ordinary | be scratched by coming into contact with any

parts of the desk, and, moreover, the same

~can be easily manipulated by a child, because

no mngenulty is required in order to open or
close it or to place it in any position desired.
The preferred form of the invention has
been set forth in the foregoing description;
but I do not limit myself thereto, as I am
aware that wmodifications may be made
theremn without departing from the spirit or
sacrificing the advantages. thereof, and I
therefore reserve the right to make such
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changes as fairly fall within the scope of the

claims.
What 1s claimed is— _
1. In a desk the combination with a casing

having connecting .devices fixedly disposed

upon the lower portion thereofl and in aline-

~ment; of a closure interposed between and
rotatably and shidably mounted on said de-
vices whereby said closure may be suspended
from the casing with either face thereof

outward. | | | |
2. Ina desk the combination with a casing;
of a closure having longitudinally-extending

-grooves In opposite edges thereof, said closure

adapted to overlap the bottom of the casing,

105

1ic

IR

stops upon the casing adapted to be engaged
by the closure, and connecting devices ex~ .-

tending from the casing and into the grooves,
sald closure bemng slidably and rotatably
mounted upon said devices.

3. In a desk the combination with a casing;
ot a closure having longitudinal grooves in
opposite edges thereof, the walls of said
erooves being notched, connecting devices
extending from the disk and into the grooves;,

sald devices adapted to be seated in the:

120
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notehes, and said closure being slidably and

rotatably mounted on the devices, and
means for supporting the closure at an angle

130 ¢
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4. In a desk the combination with a casing
having compartments therein, a chart upon
its rear wall, and a chart-rack above the com-
partments; of a closure having longitudinal
orooves in opposite edges thereof, pivot-bolts
extending from the ecasing and into the
orooves, heads rotatably mounted on said
bolts and within the grooves, said closure
being adapted to slide and rotate upon the

10 heads, means for supporting the closure at an

55

angle to the casing, and a lock for securing
the closure in closed position.

In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto atlixed my signature in.
the presence of two witnesses.

BASCOM L. UMBERGER.

Witnesses:
3. R. Dacug,
J. W. GOSSMAN.
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