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To all whom L6 TN CONCETTL:

Be it known that I, JuLius A. BUCKE, a
citizen of the United btates resi.ing at Lin-
coln, 1n the county of Logan and State of 111i-
nois, have invented certain Improvements in

Powuder - Boxes, of which the following 1s a

full and complete specification.

This invention is an improvement in pow-
der boxes or cans, and relates more especially
to that class which are provided with perfo-
rated tops for the purpose of sifting out the
contents,

The primary object of the invention 1s to
provize a box of this general character with a
spring-actuated cut-off which 1s adapted to
normally close the perforations in the top,
and which cut-off may be reacily and conven-
niently actuated against the operation of the
spring to open the preforatlons when it 1s de-
sired £o use the powder.

With this principal object in view the in-
vention consists 1n provicing the perforated
top of a powder-box with a plate or cut-off 1n
slidingengagement therewith and having per-
forations adapted to aline with the perfora-
tions in sald top and means for operating
sald sliding plate or cut-off, all'as will be here-
inafter fully described, and specifically set
forth in the appended clalms

In the accompanying drawings, which
form a part of this speclﬁcatlon ngure 11s a

front elevation of a powder box or can, show-

ing the application of my improved cut—oﬂ
thereto big. 2 1s a plan view. Fig. 31sa
view lookmg at the inner side of the top of the

powder-box, the section being taken on the

line 3 3 of ¥ig. 1. Iig.41savertical sectional

View through the top on the line 4 4 of Fig. 2.

Like letters and numerals of reference indi-
cate like parts in all the figures of the araw-
ings.

A designates the body of the powdel—oox
and B the top, said parts being secured to-
gether in any suitable manner, and the upper
part of the top is provided w ith the usu al per-
101‘&13101113 b, through which the powder 1s sift-
ed out in dispensing the same. -

In carrying out my mventlon the under
side of the top of the box is proviced with a

sliding plate or cut-off C, held in slic'able Cn-

gagement with said top bymeans of the head-
ed pin or stud b’, which latter passes through
a slot ¢ In the plate or cut-off. This p]ato or
cut-o If is provided with perforations ¢, corre-
sponding in number-and arrangement to the

flat spring e 1s secured ‘at one end to the to

t when the plate or cu’f—-of‘f is slid to the limit of

its movement In one cirection it will act to
close the perforations b and when moved to
the limit in thc other cirection will bring the
perforations ¢’ and b mto alinement, so “Fhat
the powder may be silted out of the box.

For the pur pose. 01 operating the plate or
cut-oftf Cit is proviced with aroa D, the inner

end of which latter 1s threaced into an oflset

¢® on sald plate, while the outer end of saui rod
projects through one size of the top por tion

of the box anc 1s formed with a head or but-
- ton d.
ficiently so that 1t can be pushed upon to

This head or button d projects sui-

move the plate or cut-ofl to bring the perfora-
tions ¢’ on a line with the perfomtions b, and
for the purpose of holcing the plate or cut-oft
in the position to close the perforations b a

of the box by means of the screw ¢’, while the
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other end of said spring engages ‘the inner |

edge of the head or button ¢ of the rod and
bears thereagainst. 1t will be noted that the
action of the spring e serves to push the rod
outward and move the plate in position to
close the perforations b in the top of the box,
and this being the normal p081t1011 of the
parts the powder is contained within the box.

When it 1s desired to use the powder, the
box is grasped in the hand -and the button is

pushed by means of the thumb to bring the

perforations in the plate or cut-off on a line

“with the perforations in the top of the box,

when the powder may be sifted from the box
in the usual manner. As soon as pressure is
removed from the buttonthe spring returns
the rod and plate or cut-off to their normal
position and again closes the box. -

The strenfrth of the spring e 1s such as to
require only a slight pressure to move the
plate or cut-ofi, and as said plate or cut-off
bears closely aﬂ'&mst the under side of the top
of the box there is no possibility of. powder
getting between these parts to prevent their
easy opera,tlon

The button d is preferably slotted at its
outer end, as shown, so that therod whichisa
part thereotf may be turned to screw the same
in the offset of the plate, and 1t will be ob-
served that the threaded end of said rod is of
such length that by turning said rod the plate

| may be moved W1th0ut dlsturbmg the spring.

Thus it will be seen that the plate may be
moved to open the perfcrations of the top
cither temporarily by pushing the rod or per-

perfomtluns b in the top of the box, whereby | manently by turning said rod.
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The device herein shown and described pro- |
vides a very simple and convenient means ,
for opening and closing the perforations in :
the top of a powder-box, and as the cut-off :
acts automatically to close the perforations
there is no likelihood of spilling the powder ; )
- permanently by turning said rod, substan-
t1ally as shown and deseribed.

should the box be carelessly handled.
Having thus described my invention, what

I claim as new, and desire to secure by lLet-

ters Patent, 1s—

1. In a powder-box, the combination with :

the perforated top, of a plate or cut-ofi shid-
ably mounted thereon and having correspond-

1ing perforations, an ear on said plate having

a threaded aperture, a rod having at oneend a

threaded portion which engages the ear and
at the other end a slotted head, and a spring

engaging the rod, whereby the plate may be

moved to open the top either temporarily by .

pushing the rod or permanently by turning
said rod, as herein shown and described.

2. In a powder-box, the combination with
the perforated, top, of a plate or cut-off hav--
' ~two subseribing witnesses.
slot, a headed pin passed through the slot and '
~engaging the top to slidably connect the plate
thereto,an ear on said plate having a threaded *
aperture, a rod having at one end a threaded
portion which engages the ear and at the

ing corresponding perforations and a central
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other end a head and shoulder, the head be-
ing slotted, and an actuating-spring engaging
the rod at the shoulder thereof; whereby the
plate may be moved to open the perfora-
tions in the top either temporarily by push-
ing the rod against the action of the spring or

30._.
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3. In a powder-box, the combination with

the perforated top, of a plate or cut-off shd-
40
having perforations corresponding with those

ably mounted on the inner side of the top and

in the top, an ear on the plate having a
threaded aperture, a rod having at one end a
threaded portion engaging the ear and at the
other end a slotted head and a shoulder, the

_head projecting. through one side of the top,

and a plate-spring secured to the top and

bifurcated for engagement with the rod at

the shoulder thereof, substantially as shown

~and for the purpose set forth. , -
In testimony whereof I have signed my-

name to this specification in the presence of

JULIUS A. BUCKE.
Wit nesses: » |

AL DUCCADWALLADER,
J. K. JEwWETT.
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