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To all whom it may conceri:

Be 1t known that I, Max . GEBHARDT, a
citizen of the United Stﬂtﬁb residing at Balti-
more, State of Maryland, have invented new

and useful Improvements in Show-Cases, of |

which the following 1s a specification.
‘This imvention relates to show-cases; and

one of the principal objects of the same 1s to |

provide a show-case which may be opened
from the back by a dealer to expose the goods
for sale in front ot the case and to per mit the
purchaser to make a selection of the goods
from the case.

Another object 1s to provide a show-case in
which a segmental opening at the front and
top of the case may be opened and closed by
a curved glass strip or section by a dealer
standing be md the case to permit a pur-
chaser to galnaceess to tie sihow-case to with-
draw the goods selected therefrom.

In show-cases as usually constructed the
top of tie case 1s pr ovided with sliding sec-
tions to perimit access through the top of the
case or doots at the back of the case permit 1t
the dealer to witadraw the goods from the
case and present them to tiie purchaser by
placing the goods on top tre case. In deal-
g in certain classes of goods, like cigars, for
mst.;mce it has been found very desirable to
permit tie purchaser to make [:is own selec-
tion from any given box of cigars

show-cases as at present constructed this re-
quires considerable time and 1mconvenience.

It has been the object of my mvention to
facilitate the sale of goods of this character
by presenting th 000(1&: to the purchasern a
manner to perlmt bim to make tiae desired
selection readily from quite a large stock of

ooods displayed lengtnwise of the case withim

easy reach through an aperture which can be
pe.,ned and closed quickly by the dealer.
e foregomg and other advantages are
atmmed bV means ol the constr uetion illus-
trated m the accompanying drawings, in

which—

Figure 1 1s a front elevation and a vertical |

section of a show-case made i accordance
with my present invention, one half of the
case bemg shown 1in section and the other half
in elevation and the movable elass door or
front bemng partially opened. Ifig. 2 1s a
vertical sectional view on the line @ « of g,
1 looking in the direction of the arrow. Iig.
3 1s a detail sectional view of the cushion-
strip extending across the front of the case

cand with

J

| sudden jar of the curved glass door. Fig.
1s a detall sectional view 01 a cushiloning de-

vice adapted to be used at the side of the
curved door or section, and Fig. 5 is a similar
view of the (,uthomnfr device and retarder
for the rear edge of the curved door of the
case.

Referring to the drawings for a more par-
ticular descrlptlon of my 1nvention, the
numeral 1 designates the framework of the
show-case, which may be of various sizes and
shapes, depending upon the class of goods it
1s deswred to display and sell therefrom.
Within the casing a floor 2 is provided, and
below said floor 1s a compartment 3, for con-
taining goods. The doors 4 at the rear of
the case may either be hinged or mounted
to slide. The rear portion 5 at the top and
back ot the case 1s flat or horizontal, and the
front 6 of the case 1s of glass to dlsplay the
ooods within the same. The ends 7, one of
which is shown i Ifig. 2, each consists of a
section having a groove 8 therein for holding
the curved section 9, which 1s adapted to be
moved for opening and closing the opening
10 1n {ront of the case. The curved section
9 1s also of glass and 1s mounted upon a
spider or sector 11, comprising the two radial
arms and the cross-bar 12, connecting said
arms. This as shown 1n

spider or sector,
IF1ig. 1,18 pI‘DVld(‘d with a hub 13 secured to a
)lato 14 by means of a bolt 15, passing
thmuﬂh the hub and plate and fitted with
nuts 16 to hold the same in place and per-
mit the hub to have a pivotal action upon
said bolt.

At the outer ends of the arms 11 the
curved plate 9 is secured by means of the
sectional rim 17, the g¢lass plate 9 being
cushioned from said plate by a strip of felt
or other cushioning material, and at the side
edees of the casing a rubber strip 18 holds
the e oe of the ﬂhss in place and prevents
the entrance of dust to the casing. A bead-
ing 19 secures the rubber strip 18 m place, as
shown 1n Ifig. 4.

At the back of the circular section 9 !
strip 20 of rubber, felt, or other material 1s

- held 1n position on the olass section 9 by

means of a spring-clip ‘?1 whicli embraces
the glass 9 and the strip ‘)(), as shown 1n Ifg.
5. To cushion the front edee of the glass as
1t 18 closed, a strip or bead 22 is secured to
the plate-glass front 6 of the case and 1s pro-
vided with a oroove 23, m which a strip ol

and provided with a cushion to prevent the | cushioning material 24 is placed, said strip ,
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being preferably hollow, as shown m Fig. 3, |

to provide a cushion for the front lower edge

of the door 9.
A shank 25, connected to the spider, ex-

tends downward therefrom, and a counter- |

weight 26 is adjustably secured to said shank
25 by means of a set-screw 27.
of the weight and adjustment therefor 1s to
properly balance the curved section 9 and to
permit it to swing easily to an open and
closed position. |

Connected to the cross-bar 12 is a link 28,
pivotally connected to a bell-crank lever 29,
a, connecting-bar 30 being connected to said
bell-crank lever and extending downward,
where at its lower end it is pivotally connect-
ed to another bell-crank lever 31.

Extending transversely at the bottom of
the casing and connected to the lever 31 1s a
connecting-rod 32, which extends to a point
nearly central and is there connected to an
elbow-lever 33. The upper end of the lever
33 is pivotally connected at 34 to a vertical
connecting-rod 35, the upper end of which 1s
attached to a slide 36, mounted to move
vertically at the back of the show-case. 1t
will be understood that the bell-crank levers
and connections are reversely disposed upon
opposite ends of the case, so that when the
slide 36 is moved upward or downward the

section 9 of the case is swung upon the piv-

otal point 15 to open or close the opening 10
in the case. The operating mechanisms at the
ends of the case are inclosed by housings 37.

The operation of my invention may be de-
seribed as follows: The knob 38, adapted to
move in the slot 39, is operated by the dealer
at the back of the case to move the slide 36
and the connections to the spider 17, carry-
ing the glass 9 to move said section mto open
or closed position to expose the opening 10
to permit the purchaser to select the goods
desired from the case, as will be understood.
The weight 26 is adjustable to properly coun-
terbalance the weight of the glass 9.

From the foregoing it will be obvious that
my invention is comparatively sumple in con-
struction, can be manufactured at compara-
tively slight cost, gives to the purchaser ex-
traordinary facilities in selecting goods, and
permits the dealer to quickly expose the
coods for sale.

The object

!
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Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be

resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of

55

this invention as defined by the appended

claims. |

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new, and desire vo secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s B

1. In a show-case, a movable curved glass
closure, a swinging spider for supporting and
carrying said closure, a shank connected to
and projected downward from said spider, a
slidable counterweight always diametrically
balanced secured to said shank, means Tor
adjusting said weight on {he shank, and a
system of levers operating from the back of
the case for opening and closing said closure.

2. In a show-case, a curved glass movable
section rigidly mounted upon a swinging spi-
der, an adjustable counterweight connected

to and slidably adjustable on the lower por-

tion of the swinging spider, a link connecting
the spider with a bell-crank lever, and a sys-

tem of connecting rods and levers leading
from said bell-crank lever to a slide at the

central portion of the case for operating said
olass section. -

3. A show-case having a glass front, a
curved glass section mounted upon a swing-
ing spider, an adjustable counterweight slid-
ably connected to said spider, a cross-bar con-
necting the radial arms of the spider, a link
connected to said cross-bar, and a series of
levers and connecting-rods leading from said
link and connected to a slide at the central
upper portion of the case for operating said
curved glass section.

4. In a show-case, a curved glass closure
mounted upon a swinging spider, cushioning-
strips for said glass closure, a downward pro-
jected portion integral with said spider and
carrying a slidably-adjustable weight, a sys-
tem of levers and connecting-rods leading

from the spider to and connected with a slide

at the central portion of the case, and a knob
or button connected to said slide, substan-
tially as described. .
MAX F. GEBHARDT.
In presence of—

T. HowARD KMBERT,

GARRETT Y. CLARK. .
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