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Be it known that I, GEorGcE HOoWE, a citi-

~ zen of the United States, residing at New
" York, m the county of New York and State

of New York, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Electric Signs, of
which the following is a.specification. - -

- The 1invention relates to electrically-illu-
minated signs, and consists, first, in outlining:
letters or characters by raising them by

- stamping or the like above the general sur-
‘ face of a metal sheet; second, utilizing the
- raised character as a projecting pedestal or
~support ‘for -electric incandescent . lamps,
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- said

which thus become disposed in the shape of

character and at 151@ same time illymi-
nate 1ts surface; third, utilizing the depres-
sions or recesses formed by striking up the

characters as receptacles for the sockets of

the said lamps.

In the accompanying dfaﬁwiﬁgs, Figure 1 is

. a front view of a plate of sheet metal having
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an integral letter formed by striking up the
metal of said sheet and provided with open-
ings 1n sald struck-up portion for receiving

- the sockets -of incandescent electric lamps.

Fig. 2 shows two of such plates disposed.in

- juxtaposition in a suitable frame, the incan-

.
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- means—as,  for -example, screws 5

descent lamps being in place in the 0pe_nin§s.
Fig. 3 1s a section on the line x x, Fig. 1, also
showing the lamps in place. |

* .

. Similar numbers of reference indicate hike |
parts. Lo |

1 is a sheet of metal upon which is inte-
grally formed, by any suitable  striking-up.
means, a character, here the letter ““U.” . In
the protruding struck portion formmng said
letter are made circular openings 2 ,0§Suit—

" able size to receive the sockets 3 of incan-

descent electric lamps 4. - Said sockets may
be secured 1n said openings by any suitable
) assing
through a flange 6 on each socket, sai}f flange
bearing on the back of the plate. It-will be

-observed that by reason of the protrusion of |

~ the struck-up portion the lamp-sockets may

 beyond the flat or non-struck-up part there-

all lie in the recess or depression on the rear

side of the plate, and hence do not protrude

of. This renders the sign more compact and

" protects the sockets.. As shown in Fig. 2,
" two or. more of such plates may be-held be- }

\""..

“white, | _
strongly reflected from the letters or char-
‘acters. D o -

duced by dies. _
| monly exposed to the weather, another im-

being placed with their edges in longitudinal

grooves 1n sald members or secured in any
- other desired way, so that successive letters
may be grouped: to form a word: or otherwise
-to constitute a definite si
of the plate on the exposed side is preferably
covered with an enamel dark in color, and

. - The flat part

Patented Feb. 5,1907. |

| tween the ParaIIel members7 and 8 of a frame,
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6o

hence more absorptive of light-rays than the =

struck-up

so that the rays of the lamps will be

e

In" producing the struck-up'_ letters it is

Eortion, which may be enameled

preferable that their edges should: be round-

ed, as shown at 9. The result then is that

| Bhe' light-rays will be diffused over the round-

ed portions, so that the letter will be visible

and legible, even when viewed at a small an-

gle to the plane of the plate. . This is an im-~ - :

portant advantage, which is not gained when
the front surface of theletterisflat andlies ina
plane ata sharp right angle to its sides. *“The
sald sides are then always in shadow, and
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the flat outer surface, as the angle of view

with respect to the plane of the plate dimin-

1shes, so rapidly becomes reduced in appar- .

ent width that the form of the character
quickly becomes unrecognizable. - Another

3o

advantage.is cheapness of production, since
the struck-up character can easily be pro-

As electric signs are com-

portant feature is the absence of any joints,.
elither in the letter itself or in the junction of

letter and plate into which moisture can en- |
Hence the durability -
of the sign is greatly increased. . So, also, a

ter and produce rust.

vitreous enamel can be applied much more
conveniently to the continuous surfaces.
Even when the lamps are not in operation

clearly from the plate than when it is simply
marked on the flat surface. . = ._
I claim—

sheet and provided with openings.in said

‘struck-up portion to receive the sockets of

electric incandescent lamps.

99"

‘the raised letter will stand out much more
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1. As a new article of manufacture, a -
' metal shéet having an integral character or
| letter formed by striking up the metal of said
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" 2. The combination of a metal sheet hav-
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ing an integral character or letter formed by | In testimony whereof I have affixed my
- striking up the metal of said sheet and pro= | signature in presence of two witnesses.

vided with openings on said struck-up char- - | s ~NTEND ' o
acter, and incandescent-lamp sockets dis- . | GEORGE HOWE.
pdsed in the recess formed on the rear side of |  Witnesses:

the sheet by said struck-up character and| A A. Popg,

secured in said openings. _ ; WALTER NEUMULLER.

{




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

