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To all whom it may concern:
Be 1t known that 1, Jornx A. WEBER, a citi-

zen of the United States of America, residing

at Perryville, in the county of Perry and
State of Mlssourl ‘have invented new and
useful Improvements in Liatches, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
latches for barn and other doors and farm
and other gates, the object of the invention
being to provide a latch of simple construc-
tion which is applicable for use at either the
right or left hand side of the door or gate and
which is iexpensive of productlon and so
constructed that it cannot be manipulated
by horses or other farm stock.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

1s a front view of the la;tch showmg the bolt
1n locked position. Kig. 2 1s a view of the
latch with the face-plate removed and the
bolt in retracted position. IKig. 3 18 a verti-
cal section on line 3 3 of Hig. 1. Fig. 4 1s a
rear view of the face-plate. Fig. 5is a detail
view of the latch-dog. -
Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1
designates the face-plate, which 1s provided
1In 1ts rear face with a transverse groove or
slot 2 and a wvertical slot 3. The groove 2
opens through the sides of the face-plate and
the groove 3 through the bottom thereof.
The groove 3 also communicates with the
oroove 2, as clearly shown in Fig. 4. A back
plate 5 is secured to the face-plate and forms
therewith a guide-casing for the shank of the
latch-bolt and a recepueele for the locking-
dog, as hereinafter described. .
The bolt comprises a flat shank 6, extend-
g transversely through the caemg and ar-
renwed to fit and slide in the groove or slot 2.
This shank is of greater length than the
width of the casing and projects at each end
beyond the same. The ends of the shank are
formed with locking heads or projections 7,
adapted to engage a suitable keeper on the

door-frame, the provision of a head upon

each end of the bolt adapting the same to be
used mterehengeably at the right or left
hand side of the gateway or door-openmw
The bolt-shank 1s formed in its upper edge
with a central notch or recess 8 to receive ‘a
head 9 of a locking-dog 10. The dog 10 1s
shdably mounted 1n the groove or slot 3 and
1S adapted to drop by grawty into the notch
8 when the head 9 comes into registry with

—

minates when said dog 1s in locking position
adjacent the bottom of the casing, allowing
the finger of the operator to be inserted from
below upwerd into the groove 3 to force the
dog out of engagement with the notch in the
bolt. Upon releasing the dog the bolt may
be shifted in one direction or the other to

throw 1t 1nto and out of engagement with a
keeper located on either side of the casing, as

will be readily understood.

The face and back plates, which may be
secured .together 1 any preferred manner,
are formed with suitable openings for the
passage therethrough of screws or other fas-
tenings to secure the lock to the door, gate,
or part to which 1t 1s to be applied.

Owing to the fact that the dog is confined

‘within the casing, it will be apperent that it

cannot be manipulated by horses or other
tarm stock, so that the latch may be used
with advantage on barn-doors and farm-
oates.
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Having thus deeenbed the 1nvent10]1 what

is claimed as new is—

1. A latch comprising a casing, a latch
slidable therethrough and provided with
locking-heads at its opposite ends, and a dog
for loelﬂng the latch in either of its projected
positions.

2. A latch comprising a casing, a bolt slid-
able through the casing and provided at each
of its ends with a loekm -head, and a gravity-
dog in the casing for 1001{1ng the latch in
either of its pr O]eeted positions.

3. A latch comprising a casing, a bolt slid-
able transversely therethrough and pro-
vided at each of its ends with & locking-head,
and a vertically-shding dog in the casing op-
erative to engage and lock the bolt in either
of its projected . positions.

4. A latch comprising a casing having a
longitudinal and vertical guideway, a bolt
slidable in the longitudinal guideway and
provided at each of its ends with a locking-
head and between said heads with a notch
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or recess, and a gravity-dog movable in the .

vertical guideway and edepted to seat 1n
said notch to hold the bolt against move-

ment 1n either of 1ts projected posftlons
In testimony whereot I athix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.
JOHN A. WEBER
Wltnesses.
Epwarp M. LOTTES,
Jos. ¥. FENWICK.
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