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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, GEorce W. SmITH, 2
citizen of the United States, residing at Dal-
las, mm the county of Dallas and State of
Texas, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Grapples, of which the follow-
Ing is a specification. o

My invention relates to grapples; and its
primary object is to provide a novel and
highly-useful device of this character which
15 designed to engage a building-block in a
manner to prevent mjury to and its acci-
dental disengagement from a block.

A turther object of my invention is to pro-
vide a grapple which may be readily and
quickly applied and removed from a build-

ing-block, one which is simple and durable,

and one which may be manufactured and
sold at a comparatively low cost.

With the above and other objects in view
the mvention consists in the construction,
combination, and arrangement of parts here-
mafter fully described, claimed, and illus-

‘trated m the accompanying drawings, where-

1n—
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a grapple
constructed m accordance with my inven-
tion, the same being illustrated as applied to
a building-block; and Fig. 2 is a detail per-
spective view of one of the corner-clamps.
Reterring to the drawings by reference-

numerals, 2 designates angle clamping mem-

bers which are adapted to be applied to the
corners of a building-block in the manner
lustrated in Fig. 1 of the drawings and by
means of which the block is adapted to be
hoisted and set in place. Reinforcing-straps
3 are secured to the outer faces of the clamps
2 and have their ends offset, as at 4, to per-
mit the application of elbow-levers 5 be-
tween the clamps and straps. The elbow-
levers 5 are pivotally secured in applied po-
sition upon the clamps 2 by bolts 6 and nuts
7. 'The operating ends of the levers 5 are
formed to provide jaws 9, which are adapted
to engage connecting members or the links of
chain-sections 10, whereby when- upward

pressure 1s applied to the power ends 11 of |

ivention, what I claim is—
- 1. A grapple comprising angle clamping

' sald levers the clamps 2 are brought into and

held firmly in engagement with the corners
of a building-block. The power ends 11 of
the levers 5 are perforated, as at 12, to per-
mit chains 13 to be attached thereto. The
chaimns 13 are suitably connected to a hoist-
ing mechanism, and when said mechanism is
operated to hoist a block an upward pressure
1s exerted upon the power ends of the levers
5, whereupon the corners of the clamps are
brought into and held firmly in engagement
with the block. -

It should be apparent that in view of the
manner i which the grapple is applied to the
block a pressure is always exerted to firmly
hold the clamps in engagement with the
blocks during the hoisting of the same. It
also should be apparent that the grapple will
not in any manner injure the block and that
In view thereof it is admirably adapted for
hoisting blocks of polished marble, granite,
and the like.

- Having fully described and

1lustrated my

members, levers pivotally - mounted upon
sald clamping members, and a connecting
metber secured to the operating ends of the
levers to cause the clamping members to be
secured 1n position when power is applied to
the levers. |

2. A grapple comprising angle clamping
members, straps secured to said clamping
members and having their ends spaced there-
from, elbow-levers pivotally mounted upon

the clamping members between the same and

said spaced ends of the straps, and connecting
members secured to the operating ends of
sald levers to cause the clamping members
to be secured in position when power is ap-
plied to the levers.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses,

GEORGE W. SMITH.

Witnesses:

- K. R, WaTkins,
>. B, Hanway.
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