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To all whom ¢ may concerm: |

- Be it known that I, CHARLES K. ZIMMER-
MANN, of Syracuse, in the county of Onon-
daga, in the State of New York, have invent-
ed new and useful Improvements in Column-
Bases, of which the following, taken in con-

nection with the accompanying drawings, 1s

a full, clear, and exact description. _
This invention pertains to wooden columns

or pillars employed for architectural pur-

poses. | I -
The inventionresidesin a metallic base fora

column of that character, and. it relates more

particularly to the style of base shown and
described 1n my United States Letters Pat-

ent No. 769,976, 1ssued September 13, 1904.
The main object of the present immvention

1s to provide a base which shall more effec-

tually protect the lower end of the super-
posed wooden column or pillar from mois-
ture and decay. - -

Another object is to provide a base which
shall be simple, strong, and durable 1n con-
struction and shall permit of easy and con-
venient attachment of the column thereto
and at the same time shall be inexpensive in
its manufacture. ' '

To that end the invention consists in the

novel construction and arrangement of the
separable metallic base and torus 1n compbi-
nation with the wooden column supported
on the latter. ' _ | |

The invention also consists 1n several novel
details of construction of the combined base
and torus, as will be hereinafter tully de-
scribed, and set forth in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a vertical section of a portion of a column
provided with a separable metallic base and
torus embodying my invention. Fig.21s an
inverted plan view of said base. I1g. 31s an
inverted plan view of the torus. Iig. 41s a

plan view of a corner portion of the base.

Figs. 5 and 6 are transverse sections taken
on the dotted lines X X and Y Y, respec-
tively, in Fig. 4; and Fig. 7 is partly a side
view and partly a vertical section of a por-

~ tionof acolumn and base, and showing amodi-
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fication of the means for sustaining the torus
on the base. ' -
Similar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. o
A represents my improved base, which 1s
preferably formed square and is composed of
a hollow casting of any suitable metal and

{ these portions with vertical sockets

‘ner face of this top

¢/, constituting feet which
plate and afi
. the base, as clearly shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of

| of the lower opening ¢’ with depending lugs ¢

| desired depth and a fop b, clonsisting of a

plate. Thesaid walls are provided with open-

ngs ¢ ¢, preferably formed at the lower edges

thereof, which openings serve to allow a cir-
culation of air under the base. By forming
the openings as shown main floor-bearings are
produced at the corners of the base, as indi-
cated at d d. _ | -
The corner portions of the base at the
junctions of the walls I cast thicker than the
said walls, as indicated at e, and provide
f f and
with apertures ¢ ¢, extending from the sock-
ets through the bottom of said portions.
These apertures serve for the reception.of
screws h h for fastening the base to the floor
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or other foundation, as A’, and the said sock-

etsserve to permit countersinking of the heads
of the serews.

When the base has been fastened to the
floor, I prefer to fill these sockets with putty,

cement, or other suitable material which will

be unobserved when a coat of paint 1s ap-

plied to the said base. Thus the appearance

of the base will not be marred.

‘The top plate b of the base is provided

with a central annular opening 2 and with an
elevated annulus 7, surrounding the opening,

“and at the edge of the said opening is pref-

erably formed a depending flange k&, which
serves to strengthen the said plate. The in-

ected down-

base to the opening 4 and de

wardly at said opening, as indicated at o',

and they terminate with horizontal plates ¢’
irmly support the
ord additional floor-bearings for

the drawings. B denotes the cast-metal
torus, which is also formed hollow and pro-

vided with an opening d’ 1n its top and an

80

_ plate b 1s formed with
‘ribs d’ @/, extending from the corners of the
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opening ¢’ in its bottom, which openings co-

incide with the opening 7+ of the base. The
sald torus is formed with a flat lower por-
tion, as indicated at ', by which 1t is seated
removably upon the aforesaid annulusj of the

1CO

top plate of the base. To sustain said torus -

in its position, I prefer to provide the edges

!

g’, which engage the edges of the opening 2 of

said top plate, as shown in Fig. 1 of the draw-

ings. In some. Instances, however, 1 desire

to fasten the torus to the base by means of

bolts A’ &/, passing through the flat bottom

comprises, essentially, side walls @ @ of any | portion f’ of the torus and annulus 7 of said
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2.

“top plate, as shown in Fig. 7 of the drawings.

I desired, the lugs may be used in connec-
tion with said bolts, and they serve as means
for centering the torus in assembling the
parts. The top portion of said torus is pro-
vided with an annulus ¢/, which surrounds
the opening thereat and is provided with ap-
ertures 7' 7" for the reception of screws k' %/,
by which said torus is fastened to the wooden

column C. By providing the aforesaid open- |

ings 1n the base and torus the lower end of

the column 1s exposed to the air, and thereby
prevented from decaying.

What I claim 1s |

1. In a column for architectural purposes,
the combination of a hollow metallic base, a
hollow metallic torus formed separate there-
from and seated removably thereon, and the
column proper composed of wood and sup-
ported upon the said torus as set forth.

2. In a column for architectural purposes,
the combination of a hollow metallic base
composed of side walls and a top plate pro-
vided with a central annular opening, a hol-

low metallic torus seated removably upon

the base, and provided with coinciding open-
ings in 1ts top and bottom, and the column

proper composed of wood and supported

upon sald torus as set forth.

3. The combination with a column, of a
separately-formed hollow metallic base hav- |

ing a top plate provided with a central an-

- nular opening, and a separately-formed hol-
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low metallic torus seated removably upon
the base and provided with means engaging
the edges of the opening for sustaining the
same 1n position and detachably secured to
the column as set forth.

4. The combination with a column, of a
separable hollow metallic base formed with

~ a top plate provided with a central annular
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opening, and a separable hollow meétallic
torus seated removably upon the base and
provided with top and bottom concentric

openings and formed with downwardly-pro- |

jecting lugs at the edges of the lower open-
ing engaging the edges of the said top plate

to sustain the torus in position, the said col- |
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umn being supported on said torus and se-
cured detachably thereto as set forth and
shown. S

5. The combination with a wooden col-
umn, of a hollow metallic base having -an
open bottom and composed of side walls hav-
ing openings and a top plate having a central

annular opening, and a separable hollow me-
tallic torus having an open top and an open
bottom and formed with an annulus at its

top provided with apertures, the column be-
ing supported upon said annulus, and se-
cured thereto by means of screws passing
through said apertures as set forth. -

6. The combination with a wooden col-
umn, of a hollow cast-metal base composed
of side walls and a top plate provided with a
central annular opening and with interior
ribs extending from the walls to said open-
ing, sald ribs being deflected downwardly at
the opening and formed with feet affording
supports for the top plate, a separately-

formed hollow cast-metal torus seated re-
movably upon the base and provided with
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an open top and an open bottom and means, -

for detachably securing said torus to thecol-

umn as set forth.

umn, of a hollow cast-metal base composed
of side walls having openings and a top plate
provided with a central annular opening and
provided with main floor-bearings at the cor-
ners thereof, the inner face of the said top
plate provided with bracing-ribs extending
from the corners to the opening thereof and
formed with feet under the ¢pening afford-
ing additional floor-bearings and supporting
sald top plate, and a hollow cast-metal torus
seated removably upon the base provided
with top and bottom openings coinciding
with the opening of the top plate and pro-
vided with means for sustaining the same in
position, and means for securing said torus
detachably to the column as set forth.
CHARLES E. ZIMMERMANN.
Witnesses: ) .
L. H. FurLMER,
M. H. STANFORD.
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7. The combination with a wooden col-
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