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To all whom it may CONCEr:

Be it known that I, ADoLPHUS DAVIER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Wa-
terbury, in the county of New Haven and

¢ State of Connecticut, have invented a new
and useful Improvement in Centers iov
Watchcases; and I do hereby deciare the ro:-
lowing, when taken in ccnnection with the
accompanying drawings and the letters of
reference marked thereon, to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the same, and which
said drawings constitute part of this specifi-
cation, and represent, 11—

My invention relates to an improvement in
centers for watcheases, the object being to
produce a convenient and effective case-cen-
ter constructed with particular reference to
economy of production and to adaptation,
without change in outside diameter, to re-
ceive movements varying in thickness and
in diameter below the largest diameter the
case will recerve.

With these ends in view my mnvention con-
sists in a case-center having certain detalls
of construction, as will be heremaiter de-
seribed, and pointed out in the claims.

As shown 1n Figures 1 to 6, imnciusive, my
invention is applied to the produciion of a
case-center for hunting-case watches. In
this construction the inside ring 2, which, by
preference, is struck up from a suitable sheet-
metal blank, is open at the back or atits rear
edge and formed upon its front edge with an
integral inwardiy-extending annular snap-
shoulder 3, the outer edge of which 1s ex-
tended inwardly to form an annular fasten-
ing-flange 4, located in the plane of the case-
center. The said shoulder 3 1s provided for
the attachment of the bezel 5, carrying the
crystal 6. The said inside ring 2 18 made
enough wider than the outside ring 7 to form
upon the opposite sides thereof snap-shoul-
ders 8 and 9, respectively provided for the
attachment of the front and back caps 10
and 11, the edges of which impinge against
the opposite faces or sides of the said outside
ring 7, which is secured in place upon the
outer periphery of the inside ring in any de-
sired manner. The watch-movement 1s 1n-
serted from rear to front through the open
back of the inside ring 2, the total depth of
which should be equal to the thickness of the
movement. Whenthe movement is 1n place,
the front face of its front movement-plate
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the fastening-flanece 4, to which the move-
ment wi:l be secured by screws 13, passed
from front to rear through suitable notches
14 1 the said flange, which, as shown, 1s also
formed with perforations 15 for the attach-

I have considered 1t suflicient for my pres-
ent purpese to show simply portions of the
Iront movement-piate 12 and of the rear
movements-piate 16 and one of the pillars 17,
these parts presenting enough of the move-
ment Tor my present purpose.

My improvement is equally applicable to
case-centers for ‘‘open-face’” watches, as
shown by Fig. 7. Inthisconstruction the in-
side ring 18 1s open at the back and formed
upon 1ts front edege with an integral in-
wardly-extending annular fastening-flange
19, corresponding to the flange 4 aforesaid,
but not separated from the body of the ring
by an intermediate snap-shoulder 3 for the
attachment of the bezel, as in open-lace
watches this snap -shoulder is dispensed
with. The watch-crystal 20 1s mounted n a
front cap 21, snapped over a snap-shoulder
22, formed by the front corner of the inside
ring 18, the rear edge 23 ol which forms a
snap-shoulder for the back cap 24. The
outside ving 25 is mounted m any desired
manner upon the middle portion of the outer
periphery of the mside ring 18 and lorms a
bearing for the edges of the two caps. The
watch-movement 1s inserted from rear to
front through the open back of the inside
ring 18 which is deep enough to receive it,
and secured in place by screws 26, passing
through notches 27 i the fastening-tlange
19 and drawing the outer face ol the irent
movement-plate 28 against the inner face of

the flange against which it bears. The rear
movement-plate 29 and one of the pillars 30
are also shown, this being suflicient for my
present purpose, which 1s simply to show the
mode ol fastening the movement to the
flange of the mside ring.

By drawing or striking up the mside ring
from sheet metal I effect a great economy of
time and labor over the ordinary method ot
making case-centers, which are turned for
the production of their snap-shoulders. By
changing the width of the said insicde ring the
case may be adapted to movementes of dii-
| ferent thicknesses ™ without changing the

| 12 will bear directly upon the inner face of

ment of the diai ,which is not itself shown.
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outer ring,
the fastening-flange the case-center may be
adapted, without changing the outer ring, to
movements smaller in diameter than the di-
ameter of the inside ring.

1 claim—

1. In a center for watcheases, the combi-
nation with a sheet-metal inside ring having
upon one edge an inwardly-extending fasten-
ing-flange and open at its opposite edge for
the reception of a watch-movementone platé
of which bears upon the inner face of the said
Hange to which the movement is fastened ; of
an outside ring mounted upon the outer pe-
riphery of the said inside ring and narrower
than the same.

2. In a center for watcheases, the combi-
nation with a sheet-metal inside ring having
its outer edge formed with an inteeral in-
wardly-extending fastening-flange, and its
rear edge being made open to permit the in-
troduction of a watch-movement into the
ring for the bearing of its front movement-
plate directly against the inner face of the
sald fastening-flange to which the movement

while by changing the width of |
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smaller 1n diameter than

842,516

1s tastened, of an outside ring mounted upon
and narrower than the periphery of the in-
side ring. -

3. In a center for watcheases, the combi-
nation with a sheet-metal inside ring having
upon one edge an annular snap-shoulder and
an mmwardly-extending fastening-flange, the
sald shoulder being smaller in diameter than
the diameter of the ring and the flange hemg
the said shoulder,
and the opposite edge of the ring bemmg open
to permut the mtroduction of a watch-move-
ment which bears upon the inner face of the
said flange to which the said movement is
tastened; of an outside ring mounted upon
the outer periphery of the inside rine and
narrower than the same.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed this
specification in the presence of twosubseril-
Ing witnesses.

ADOLPHUS BAVIER.

Witnesses:
CLARENCE W. SiIADER,
Winrianm H. BAasserT.
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