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To all whom it may concerm.:

Be it known that I, SterpaEN J. CARLETON,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Ar-
cadia, in the county of De Soto and State of
Flormda, have invenied new and useful Im-
provements in Letter-Boxes, of which thefol-
lowing is a Sp secification.

M}T imnvention relates to letter-boxes, more
parumulaﬂv letter-boxes of the collection and
delivery type; and 1v has Tor one of its objects
to prowde a letter-box having 1mproved
Ineans mr Nnowlying a carrier When a letter
that is to e coﬂeu ted 18 contained 1n the box.

Another ou]em of the mvention 1s the pro-
vision of a letter-box equipped with 1m-

proved doctlomeﬂham al eans for appris-
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g the owner of the ox when a letter 1s de-
livered to the hox DY a carrler.

With the foregoing in mind the invention
will te fully understood from the following
description and claim when the same are
read 1n connection with the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification,
N wnich—

Higure 1 18 a perspective view of my novel
box as the same appears subsequent to the
deposit in the box of a letter to be collected.
Fig. 21s a view ﬂl‘uspmting the box in vertical
section and alsoillustrating diagrammatically
the electric cirecuit and the bell and source of
electric energy in the circuit. Iig. 3 1s a de-

tail vertical section mken in the plane of the
line 3 3 in Ifig. 2 and showing the box-cover
closed and the electric circuit inter rupted.
Fig. 4 is a view taken at the same point as
Tig 3, but showing the box-cover open and
the electric circuit comple Le.

Similar letters of elerence designate cor-
responding parts in all of the views of the
drawings.

My novel letter-box is preferably made of
metal, and 1ts body A 1s provided with a com-
partment @ for the reception of letters deliv-
ered by a carrier, a GOJIIPELI'UIHBHU b, i which
letters to oe collected } by the carrier are to be

placed, and a top wall ¢, preferably declined
iorward as shown and 11%17111 a slot or open-
1ng ¢ in coinniu nication with the compart-
ment, a and a slot or opening e, the latter
cominunicating with the comp.mrtn“lem b. In
connection with the compartments « and 0
suitable doors J and ¢ are prowded so that
the mail may be readily taken irom the coni-
partments by the persons authorized so to do.

B isthe coverof the box. The said coveris
hinged at A to the body and is provided with

-

- a slot or opening k, arranged to register, as

shown in Fig. 2, with the opening e in top c.
With a view of informing the owner of the

pox when a letter 1s depos1tech DY a carrier 1n

the compartment «¢, no matter whether the

box1s located on the front of a house or at the
side of a highway remote from the house, 1
pr ovide the electromechanical means shown
in Ifig. 2 and 1n detail in Figs. 3 and 4. The
sald eh,@tromedmmcal means comprises a
non-conducting support m, a circuit-closing
device n, a batﬁer‘y or other source of electric
energy », and an electric bell ¢, said battery
and bell Lemﬂ arranged 1In circuit with the
device n, as 1llustmted dlagrammatically 1n
Fig. 2. The device 7 is made up of a mem-
ber 7 1n the form of a strip of metal connect-
ed at one end to one side of the support m
and extending above said support and a
member s, also in the form of a strip of metal,
connected at one end to the support m and
having an upwardly-extending loop ¢, which
rests In an opening % 1n the top wall ¢ of body
A, and also having an arm v disposed under
the member.r.

The member s is possessed of resiliency,
and hence it will be apparent that when the
cover B 1s down the weight of said cover
bearing on the apex of the loop « will hold
the arm v ol member s in its position below
and away from the member r and In that
way maintain an mterrupted circuit. When,
however, the cover B is raised by a carrier in
order to enable him to deliver a letter
through the opening d and into the compart-
ment «, 1t will be seen that the member s, re-
lieved of the welght of cover B, will spring
up and contact with the member r, S0 as to
complete the electric circuit and ring the bell
¢, and thereby notify the box owner of the
Jelwery of a letter. The bell ¢ will ring but

a short time, because, as will be readily un-
dmstood when the carrier releases the top
B, said top by oravitating to its closed posi-
tion, Kigs. 2 and 3, will depress the member
S, and 111ereby open the electric circuit and
maintain it normally in such state.

It will be gathered from the foregoing that
the deviece m 1s simple in construction and
reliable 1n operation and is not liable to get
out of order incident to the use of the box.

Above the opening k£ in cover B is ar-
ranged a flap C, which is hinged to the cover
at the pomnt w. The said flap C must be

raised precedent to the deposit of a letter to
be collected in the compartment b, and I

L3l

60

75

80

990

95

100

IC5

14
L |



10

I5

20

25

1o

30

35

to 1ts closed position.

o

therefore hinge to the cover B at a point
slightly above the hinge connection of fap

C a sign M, bearing, by preference, the word
“Mail.””  This 51911 M 1s prefer a,bly in the

form of a sheet-metal plate, which 1s carried
by a shaft =, journaled 1n a stiff manner in
bearings on the cover B and terminating at
one end in an arm y, arranged to b11110 up
agalnst the top of the cover, as shown in
Tlo 1.

When the compartment 0 1s empty, the
owner ol the box or the carrier swings the
sion M down on the flap C, as shown in kg,
2. It will be noticed, however, that when
the flap C 1s raised, as is necessary to the de-
posit of a letter in the compartinent 0, the
sign. M will be raised to the position ShOWI]
n TIG 1, also that in virtue ol the stifl o
tight “connection of said sign to cover B thL
s:'ﬂn will Temain in its raised position after
the flap C 1s released and permitted to drop
From this 1t follows
that when a carrier passes the box he will be
apprised of the fact that there 1s a letter in
the compartment b, which 1t 1s his duty to
collect. After the carrier takes the letter
om compartment b either he or the owner
of the box may return the sign to the 1dle po-
sition. (Shown in Fig. 2.)

It will be appreowted {rom the foregoing
that both of the novel features of my 1m-
proved letter-box contribute materially to
the utility of the box and yet add but little
to the cost of the same.

The construction shown and d
constitutes the preferred embodime:

esceribed

1t of My |
invention; but I desire it understood that mn |
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praetlee such changes 1n the form, construc-
tion, and relative arrangement of pmt may

he made as fair Iy fall within the scope ol my
invention as claimed.

Having described my invention, what 1
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, 18—

In a letter-hox, the combination of a body
having openings in its top, one ol which 1s
for the introduction of letters , & cireutt-clos-
ing device arranged 1n a 1101111£Llly open elec-
tric cireuit with a source of electric CNerey
and an electric signal and comprising a non-
conducting c;up]jmt located in the hox-body,
a smuonmy member connected to said sup-
port, and a resilient member also connected
to the support and having a loop extending
upward through the other opening in the mp
and also hwnw an arin arcranged under the
stationary member and adapted when the
resilient member 1s {ree to be moved and
held against said stationary member to
close the electric circuit, and a vertically-
sSwinging cover prvoted to the hody and nor-
ma 1}? cloqmﬂ the openings In the top of said
body and resting on the loop of the resihent
meniber comprised in the cireuit- closing de-
vice, whereby the weieht of the cover oper-
ates to normaliy hold the arm of the resilient
member away from the stationary member.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto set
my hand in presence ol two subscribing wit-

nesses.
STEPHEN J. CARLETON.
Witnesses:

W. H. Snmows
A. C. I‘,h._m::,.d.;xm:\’f.
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