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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE,

JAMES L. FORBES, OF PINE APPLE, ALABAMA.

%

CUFF~-HOLDER.

- No. 842,192.

. Specification of Letters Patent,

| Patented Jan. 29, 1907,

Application filed September 12,1904, Serial No. 224,198,

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, James L. ForBES, a
citizen of the United States, resiging at Pine
Apple, in the county of Wilcox: and State of

Alabama, have invented a new and useful

-Cuff-Holder, of which the following is a speci-

fication.

This invention relates to cuff-holders, and
has for its object to provide a simple and im-
proved device of this character capable of be-

g readily connected and disconnected with
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responding parts in each and every figure of
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respect to the cuff and the shirt-sleeve.

It 1s furthermore designed to effect an ad-
justment of the holder with respect to the
shirt-sleeve, so as to accommodate the cuff

to the length of the sleeve and to obviate

looseness of the cuff, while at the szme time

permitting of the convenient alsconnection

of the holder from the shirt-sleeve,

With these and -other objects in view the
present mvention consists in the combina-
tion and arrangements of parts, as will be
hereinafter more fully described, shown in
the accompanying drawings, and particu-
larly pointed out in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
1s a perspective view illustrating one form of
the present invention applied to connect a
cutl to a shirt-sleeve. Fig. 2is a longitudinal
sectional view thereof. Iig. 3 is a perspec-

tive view of the form of holder shown in T 1gS.

1 and 2. Iig. 4 is a perspective view of an-
other form of holder. Tig. 5 is a sectional

view 1llustrating the application of the form

shown in Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a perspective view
of another form of the holder. Kig. 7 is a
sectional view illustrating the application
thereof.
other form of the holder. Fig. 9 is a sec-
tional view illustrating the application of the

form of holder shown in Fig. 8. Figs. 10 and

L1 are perspective and sectional views, re-
spectively, of another form of the invention.
If1igs. 12 and 13 are perspective and sectional
views,respectively, of still another form of the
Invention. |

Like characters of reference aesignate cor-

the drawings. |
Referring at first more

particularly to
KFigs.

allel stem members 1 and 2, which are re-
bent across their outer sides, as at 3 and 4
respectively, the rebent member 3 being ex-

Fig. 8 is a perspective view of an- -

1 to 3, inclusive, it will here be noted
that in one form of the device the wire 1s
bent to produce a pair of substantially par-

| tended to the rear of the holder with respe.ct

to the cuff and then bent mwardly, as at 5,
to form a hook or latch-head. The rebent
portion 4 is terminated intermediate of the
endas of the rebent portion 3 and is soldered

or otherwise secured thereto, as at 6, the two

rebent portions constituting a spring latch-
aTm q. | |

At their rear ends the stem members 1 and

2 are rebent upon their outer sides, as at 7
and 8, and then bent rearwardly between the

terminating at its rear end
tively small loop or eye 10, constituting a
keeper for the reception of the free extremity
of the spring latch-arm, the portions 7, 8, and

I 2 compara-

| 9 constituting a cuff-engaging element. The

two stem members 1 and 2 are correspond-

| mgiy bent into zigzag form, so as to form
| ratchet stem members,
abrupt shouders

with comparatively

leading rearwardly and the

comparatively
longer shoulders or

long wall members 12

leading forwardly, the short wall members
being diverged away from the cull-engaging
the portions 7, 8, and 9

element formed by
and the longer wall members being con-
verged. - R

1t will here be noted that the stem mem-
bers 1 and 2 are separated by a longitudinal

6o

| porilons 7 and 8, so as to form a tongue 9,

75

or short wall members 11

interspace constituting a longitudinal recess -

and the opposite extremities of the stem
members are spread or flared, so as to pro-
duce an opening at each end of the recess.
The application of the form of holder Just
described will be understood by reference to
Figs. 1 and 2, wherein a portion of the shirt-
sieeve has been shown at 13, having the
usual wristband 14 and a detachable cuff 15
of the link type and provided with a button
16, connecting the buttonhole-tab 17 at one
edge of the cuff with the buttonhole at the
opposite edge thereof. The holder is placed
within the cuff between the free adges thereof,
with the cross-bar 18 of the link cuff-button
19 received between the latch-arm ¢ and
the stem members 1 and 2 of the holder, the

Qo

95

INOTe

tab 17 being received between the tongue 9

and the rebent portions 7 and 8 of the sten
members, the free rear end of the latch-arm

105

extending across the outer side of the tab

and engaged with the eye or keeper 10 in rear
ot the tab, whereby the latter is embraced by
portions of the holder, which is thus con-

nected to the cuff in a simple and effective
I manner. “When thus applied, the ratchet

1O
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stem members of the holder are disposed lon-

oitudinaliy within the cuff between the free
edges thereof, and when the cufl is stipped

over the shirt-sieeve the slesve-button 20
will be received into the racess between the.

stem members through the rear open end of
the recess, and by reason of the disposition of

‘the shoulders upon the ratchet stem mem-
bers the latter will readily slip past the shank |

of the sieeve-button until the cuff has been
adjusted to the proper length, whereupon
the cuff wiil be he.d against accidenta! move-

 ment in either direction, particularly 1n an

20

outer direction bv reason of the abrupt
shoulders 11 engaging across the rear side of
the shank of the sieeve-button.

Tt will of course be understood that the de-

vice is formed of spring-wire, and therefore

ail of the parts of the hoider are eiastic, so as

to snugly grip the tab 17 and also to grip the

. slesve-button. -
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When placing the cuff in position, the fore-
finger is introducad into the rear open end of
the recess of the stem, so as to spread the
stem members, and thereby faclitate the en-
trance of the sleeve-button 20 into the recess
between the stem members, apd inremoving
the cufl the forefinger is introduced 1nto
either open end of the recess, so as to spread
the stem members and reduce their grip
upon the sleeve -button to permit of the
ready removal of the cufl.

Tt wili here be explained that the open-
endad recess in the stem of the present de-
vice is a very important feature of this in-
vention, for the reason that it permits of the
stem members being spread throughout
their entire lengths bv the introduction of a
finger into either end of the recess, so as 1o re-
lease the stem from the s'eeve - button 20,
even though the Iatter be jocated adjacent
that end of the stem opposite the end to
which the finger is applied for spreading the
stem members. Moreover, by having the re-
cess open at opposite ends the button may be
introduced into the recess and removed
therefrom at eithsr end of the device.

As shown in Figs. 4 and 5, another form of
holder has the spaced ratchet stem members
21 and 22, as hereinbefore described, said
stem members being rebent across the outer
sides thereof and soldered or otherwise rig-

“idly connected, so as to form a spring lateh-

60

arm 23, extending the entire length of tue

member, with its free end bent into a hook or |

projection 24, directed laterally outward
from the latch-arm. The other ends of the
stem members are rebent, as at 25 and 26,

and then extended rearwardly to form a

tongue 27, lying at the outer side of the latch
23, the extremity of the tongue portion 27
heing bowed outwardly to form a spring eye
or keeper 28 for the reception of the hook or

projection 24 of the latch-arm, the portions
65 25, 26, and 27 constituting a cuff-engaging

!

h
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element. This form of the device is applied

as shown in Fig. 5, wherein the buttonhole-
tab 29 of the cuff 30 is received between the
tongue 27 and the rebent portions 25 and 26,
the free end of the latch-arm 23 being en-
caged with the keeper 28 in rear of the tab,
thereby to snugly embrace the latter and
connect the holder to the cufl.

Another form of the holder, as shown In

Tigs. 6 and 7, includes spaced ratchet stem
members 31 and 32, having their forward

ends rebent to form a tongue 33, extending

| for only a portion of the length of the stem

and constituting a hook to engage the cross-
bar 34 of a link cuff-button, as in Fig. 7. - At
the opposite end of the holder the stem mem-
bers are rebent, as at 35 and 36, and then ex-
tended rearwardly to form a spring-tongue
37, terminating in a hook 38.  When applied
to a cuff, (indicated at 39 in Fig. 7,) the but-
tonhole-tab 40 is embraced between the
tongue 37 and t! e rebent poriions 35 and 36
of the stem, tle Tocked terminal 38 of te

tongue fitting arcund the rear edge of tle.

e
tab and the tongue 33 engaging t! e link 34
of the cuff-button, whereby t. e i older 1s con-
nected at opposite ends to tle cull wiia t-e

recessed stem in position for engagenent

with a sleeve-button, as Lereinberove de-

scribed. .

The form of the device shown in Figs. 8
and 9 includes spaced ratchet stem members
41 and 42, the forward ends of which are re-
bent, as at 43 and. 44, and then bent 1n-
wardly and forwardly to produce looped
keepers 45 and 46 and a tongue 47, projected
forwardly between the rebent portions 43
and 44. The other ends of the stem mem-
bers 41 and 42 are rebent and soldered or

| otherwise connected to form a latch 48, the
“ends of the rebent portions being spread and

tormed into hooked fork-terminals 49 and 50,
which are designed to be snapped into the
keeper-loops 45 and 46. In applying this
form the tongue 47 is introduced forwardly
from the inner side of the cuff 51 through the
two rear buttonholes of the cuff, with a por-
tion of the cuff clamped between the tongue
47 and the rebent portions 43 and 44, and
then the fork-terminals 49 and 50 of the latch-
arm 48 are engaged with the looped keepers

45 and 46, so as to project through the but-

tonhole, and thereby interlock the holder with
the cufl.

A still further modification of the inven-

tion has been shown in Figs. 10 and 11, par-

ticularly designed for round cufls, and 1n-
cludes spaced ratchet stem members 59 and
60, which are rebent, as at 61 and 62, and
then bent outwardly and forwardly to form
a shank 63, upon which is carried any appro-
priate ornamental button 64 to be introduced
through the forward buttonholes of a cuil 65.
(Shown in Fig. 11.) The outer ends of the
stem members are rebent to form a spring
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latch-arm 66 to be introduced through the :

rear buttonholes of the cuff and then have its
free extremity snapped beneath the button
as a keeper, whereby the cuff is embraced be-
tween the stem members and the latch 66
with the stem members in position for en-
gagement with the sleeve-button.

Another modification of the holder, as

shown in Figs. 12 and 13, is provided with |

the spaced ratchet stem members 67 and 68,
which are rebent, as at 69 and 70, and then
bent forwardly to form a tongue 71, there be-

Ing a button 72 rigidly secured at the points

of connection between the rebent portions 69
and 70 and the tongue 71. The other ends
of the stem members are rebent and soldered
or otherwise connected to form a spring
latch-arm 73, baving its forward free end ter-

minally hooked, as at 74, to snap beneath the

button 72 of the keeper. The application of
this form is shown i Fig. 13, wherein the
tongue 71 and the button 72 are passed
through the rear buttonholes of the cuff 75,
S0 as to grip the latter between the tongue
and the rebent portions 69 and 70, the laich
73 having its hooked extremity 74 snapped
through tiie buttonhole and into engagement
with the under side of the button 72, whereby
the holder is rigidly connected to the cuff in
position for engagement with a sleeve-but-
ton. - |

From the foregoing description it will be
noted that each form of the device includes
the spaced ratchet stem members constitut-
Ing a recessed stem with the recess open at
opposite ends and the stem members capable
of being sprung apart by the introduction of
a finger into either end of the recess for the
purpose of facilitating the engagement and

disengagement of the ratchet stem members

with a sleeve-button. In addition each
form has portions to embrace and clamp
upon the cuff in a manner to effectually con-
nect the device to the cuff without damage
tnereto and capable of being readily discon-
nected from the cuff whenever desired. Fur-
thermore, by reason of the length of the stem
portion of the device it may be shifted longi-
tudinally upon the sleeve-button, so as to ac-
commodate the cuff to the length of the
sleeve. | '

In each embodiment of the present inven- -

tion the wire portions which form the ratchet

stem members are bent or kinked to produce |

relatively long ratchet wall portions b, con-
verging away from the cuff-engaging ele-
ments and alternating with shorter and more
abrupt wall portions ¢, diverging away from
the cufi-engaging element. By this arrange-
ment the cuff-holder may be conveniently
slipped rearwardly across the shank of a
sleeve-button to adjust the cuff to the desired
position, while the short walls b form com-
paratively abrupt shoulders to prevent acci-

dental slipping of the cuff-holder forwardly

guideway for the reception of the shank of
the sleeve-button and mutually connected’

across the stem of the button. It will also

e

be noted that the ratchet stem members are

unconnected at their ends, and therefore are

1ree to be spread by the introduction of a fin-
ger between said ends to release the grip of
the ratchet stem members upon the shank of

70

the sleeve-button whenever 1t 1s ‘desired to

quickly remove the cuff-holder.

Having thus described my invention, what
1s claimed is— o

1. A cuff-holder comprising a pair of
substantially parallel elastically - yieldable
ratchet stem members separated by a longi-
tudinal open-ended interspace forming a

between tleir ends, and means earried by the
holder between its ends for connection with a
cutf, the said stem members at each end of
the device being diverged outwardly and un-

connected to perniit spreading of the stem

memkers by the intreduction of the thumb
and a finger mto the opposite ends of the
guldeway. ' |

2. A cuff-holder comprising a pair of sub-
stantially parallel ratchet stem members

separated by an open - ended interspace

forming a guideway for the reception of the
shank of a sleeve-button, the opposite ends
of each stem member being rebent across the

| top thereof, the corresponding rebent por-

tions at each end of the device being connect-
ed at pomts inwardly from the respective
ends of the holder, one pair of said connected
ends being formed into a cuff-engaging ele-
ment, and each pair of stem ends at opposite
ends of the device being diverged outwardly

75
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and unconnected to permit spreading of the -

stem members by the introduction of a thumb

‘and finger into the opposite ends of the guide-

way. - |

3. A cuff-holder ét)mprising a pair of sub-

stantially parallel ratchet stem members
separated by an open-ended longitudinal in-
terspace forming a guideway for the recep-

‘tion of the shank of a sleeve-button, each

stem member having its ends rebent across

‘the same, corresponding rebent end portions
at one end of the holder being connected at

a8 pomnt inwardly from the adjacent end of
the device and formed into a cutl-engaging

| e

110

115

element, the rebent ends at the other end of

the holder being connected at a point in-
wardly from the adjacent end of the holder
and formed into a spring latch-arm for en-

gagement with the cuff-engaging element,

the ends of the stern members at opposite

-ends of the device being diverged outwardly

and unconnected to permit spreading of the
stem- members by the introduction of a
thumb and finger into the open ends of the
ouldeway. - o x

4. A cuff-holder comprising a pair of
spaced ratchet stem members having alter-
nating long and short wall members, and a

120
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130
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cuff-engaging element carried thereby, the
long ratchet-walls being converged away

from the cuff-engaging element, and the |

short walls being set.at greater obtuse angles
than the long walls and diverged away from
the cuff-engaging element.

5. A cuff -holder comprising a pair ol
ratchet stem members having alternating
Jong and short wall portions, said ratchet
stem members being separated by a longitu-
dinal interspace which is open at opposite

ends of the cufl-holder and forms a guideway

for the reception of the shank of a sleeve-
button, and a cuff-engaging element carried

by the stem members between the ends ot
the holder and forming a connection between

the members, the long walls of the ratchet
members being converged away from the
cuff-engaging element and the short walls be-
ino set at greater obhtuse angles than the long

walls and diverged away from the cuff-en- |

caging element, and the stem members at
each end of the holder being unconnected
and diverged outwardly for the reception of
a thumb and finger into the open ends of the
cuideway to permit spreading of the stem

miembers. _
6. A cuff-holder comprising a pair of sub- |

842,192

stantially parallel ratchet stem members
separated by an open-ended longitudinal in-
terspace forming a guideway for the recep-
tion of the shank of a sleeve-button, the ends
of each stem member being rebent across the
top thereof, the rebent portions at one end of
tlie holder being again rebent outwardly be-
tween one another and connected to form a
tongue, said tongue being provided with an
eve, the rebent portions of tke stem mem-
bers at the other end of the holder being con-
nected at a point inwardly from tl.e adjacent
end of the Folder and formed into a spring-
arm terminating at its free end m a hook dis-
posed for engagement with the eye, the ends
of the stem members at opposite ends of the
device being diverged outwardly and uncon-
nected to permit spreading of the stem mems-
bers by the introduction of a thumb and fin-

ger into the open ends of the guideway.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as

' my own I have hereto affixed my signature

in the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES L. FORBES.

Witnhesses:
W. A. MELTON,
A. C. LUuckIE.
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