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To all whom it may concern:

- Be 1t known that I, Fraxx B. RogERrs, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Mad-

- dux, in the county of Chouteau and State of

Montana, have invented new and useful Im-

provements 1n Ledger-Plate Fasteners, of

which the following is a specification.

This invention is a fastener for mowing-
machine ledger-plates, and has for its object
to fasten said plates in such a way that they
may be readily removed from the guard-
finger without removing the latter from the
finger-bar. E |

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1
15 an elevation of a mowing-machine guard-
finger, showing the application of the inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal sectional view.

Fig. 3 1s a horizontal section on the line 3 3
of Hig. 1. _ R
- Reterring specifically to the drawings, 5 |

denotes a guard-finger of ordinary construc-
tion, having at its rear end a vertical opening
to receive the bolt whereby it is fastened to

the finger-bar (not shown) in the usual man-
5 Ter.
the ledger-plate 7, and the front end of the |

The guard-finger is recessed to receive

latter has a tongue 8, which extends into a
recess 8* in the guard-finger. The rear end
of the ledger-plate is beveled, as at 9, and said
beveled portions abut against shoulders 10,
formed on top of the guard-finger by the re-
cess 1n which the ledger-plate fits. The rear
end of the ledger-plate also has a depressed
portion 11, which fits in a recess 112 in the
guard-finger. | -

The fastener comprises a pivoted spring-

pressed latch 12, the free end of which en-
~gages the depressed portion 11 of the ledger-

plate. The latch is bent downwardly, as at
13, which part lies in a groove 14 in the
guard-finger, so as to pass under the sickle-
bar. The latch is hinged at its rear end on
a pin 15, mounted on the guard-finger. The
rear end of the latch is squared and is en-
gaged by a flat spring 16, which presses the

latch tightly against the ledger-plate, where- .

by the latter is securely held in position on
the guard-finger. The tongue 8 and shoul-
ders 10 effectively prevent all lateral play of
the ledger-plate. '

A ledger-plate fastened as herein described
will be easy to keep in good condition, as it
can be readily removed from the guard-fin-
ger without removing the latter from the
finger-bar. To remove the ledger-plate it is
necessary only to swing the latch away there-
irom, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 2. As
the rear end of the latch is squared it will be
held up by its spring. The ledger-plate can
then be readily removed and sharpened or
replaced.

I claim— - |

1. The combination with the guard-finger
and ledger-plate of a mowing-machine, of a

r

spring-pressed latch engaging the ledger-

plate.

guard-finger having a recess in which the
ledger-plate fits, of a springmﬁ)ressed latch en-
gaging the ledger-plate, to hold the same in
place. | D

3. The combination with a guard-finger

and ledger-plate of a mowing-machine, said

ledger-plate having a depression in its rear
end, of a spring-presseéd latch engaging the
depressed portion of the ledger-plate.

4. The combination with a guard-finger

and ledger-plate of a mowing-machine, said

ledger-plate having at its front end a tongue,
and the guard-finger having a recess to re-
ceive the tongue, and a shoulder on the guard-
inger engaged by the rear end of the ledger-
plate, of a spring-pressed latch bearing on
the ledger-plate. = -

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FRANK B. ROGERS.

Witnesses:
Viviaxn WirLrs,
Nina R. RogEers.
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2. The combination with the guafd—ﬁliger' '
and ledger-plate of a mowing-machine, said
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