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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICn,

JOHN A. SHERMAN, OF WORCESTER. MASSACHUSETTS.
| ENVELOP.

No. 841,348,

Application filsd December

blmn m . .

o all whom it LT Coneeriy.:

‘Be it known that i, Jou~ A SHERMAN, of

Worcester, in the county of Worcester and

State ot Massachusetts, have invented s new ;

and useful imprevement ip
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to that class of en-
velops used especially for mailing cireulars
which are intended to be made up, except as
hereinafter stated, and used'in the same man-
ner i which the ordinary letter-envelop is
used. |

It is desirable
circular shall be
opened,so that its

that an envelop mclosing a
not only capable of being
contents may be examine

In the mail, but shall appear to be sealed like
8 letter in order that the receiver shall noi
easily recognize what it must contain, but
shall open it as he would & letter and at least
glance at its contents. It 1s also desirable

- that such envelop shall be made of 4 blanl of

o amining its contents, as required by law, the |

such shape that it may be cut economically
8 We | and made up,
folded by the ordinary envelop-machine,
and that while affording gpportunity for ex.

* loose flap shall be large enough in proportion
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- end flap. This has made it impracticable,
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envelop to be used for circulars

“heretofors been muade, so faras 1 am

-amsm whereby it

envelop the contents

“which at the same

to the opening which it closes to enable the
| weighing at
least the limit of singls postage, according to
the postal rules. Inp sich envelops ng have
| _ 2Ware,
the gumming has heen exelusively on one
side of the middle line of the envelop—viz,,
the side opposite to that carrying the loose

owing to the_compamtively small surface of
the blank to begummed, to rely solely upon
the picker or gumming miechanism of the
envelop-machine to Iift the blank from the
pile of blanks, and it has therefore been nec-
essary to provide some other mechanism-—
for example, a vacuum Iifter—ti assist the
ordinary pickers in thejr function of Ifting
the blank to place it upon the carrying mech-
IS is to be carried o the fold.-
Ing mechanism.

The purpose of Iy invention is to make an
of which may be casily
examined without breaking its seal and Upon
' time the guinnmIng-sur-
faces shall be so distributed that the ouin-
ming-pickers may be relied upon solely to
lift the blank, the distribution of the CUIN-
ming-surfaces . upon the blank being such

- that the pickers may hft the blank near and

-

Envelops, of |

gumined,

]

T

Iift the blank from the top

-sealing-surface of the front or secal

"trouble.

—
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on both sides of it middle section, The
weight of the blank will thus be distributed
with substantial equality upon both sides of
the pickers and the blank may be lifted with-
out thé addition of any other mstrumentality
than the pickers. This myenvelop, as below
described, may be made upon any ordinary
envelop-machine of that well-known charac-
ter which requires gumming-pickers only 4o
of the pile with
only a slight change in the extent of the
picking or gumming surface. My envelop
below described is therefore one in which the
flap ex-
tends along considerably more than half the
edge of that flap, so that not only may the
plank be thus lifted, but when the envelop is
sealed there will not only be afforded a secyure
gummed closure to the envelop, asin the case
of an ordinary'exwelopﬁ but it will be possible
to mspect its contents without Unnecessary

My invention will he understood by refor-
ence to the drawings, in which—. - |

Figure 1 shows a blank adapted to make
an envelop embodying mv invention , Ifig, 2
showing the envelop made therefrom, ready
for use,

The blank from which the envelop is made
consists of a body portion A andi four flaps B,
U, D and B, The gummed surface upon the
seal-flap B is indicated by the shading lines
b, and 1t will be seen that it leaves the end
Hap 1 unsealed. The gummed surface upon
the back flap D ig indicated by the shading
lines d, and 1t will be noted that in each case
the guinmed surface extends along one side
of each flap and for a considerable distance
beyond its middle op projecting point ' g’
along the other side of the ilap, so that when
the envelop is elosed there will he near] v the
siile aiount of gurmed suriace holding the
envelop closed as in the ordinary
ter-envelop or both sides of the inner surface.

Yhe end flap C is made considerably longer
than the end flap K, the length of thie flap C
and the gummed surfaces b and d being so
proportioned to each other that both the
front flap B and the pack flap D may be
sealed to the extremity of this end flap C,
thus affording a very adequate closure and
reducing considerahbly the opening which
would exist if hoth end fiaps were the same
s1ze, meeting in the middle of the envelop, as
1s the case with the ordinary letter-envelop.

The envelop as originally made up 1s per-

sealed let-
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{alling out; __ 3 .
flaps does not touch the end flap I& that Hap

on

maneﬁtlv closed in the manufacture thereof |

by the folding in first of the end flap K, then
of the end flap C, and lastly of the gummed
flap D, the seal-flap B being creased as usual,
but, as it carries wet guin, not heing pressed
against the end flaps to close the envelop
permanently, the gum upon the seal-flap be-
ing allowed to dry in the usual manner.

The envelop so constructed may be banded
and boxed in the ordinary mauner and may be
flled with circulars in the saine manner In
which a letter-envelop may be filled, atter
which the seal-flap is sealed, all as witl the
letter-envelop.  The sealing of the seal-flap

and the back flap against the end flap C

makes a permanent and sccure closure to
nrevent the contents of the envelop fromn
tuf as the gum upon these two

is always free to he withdrawn for the ex-
amination of the contents of the envelop in
its passage through the mails, if destred.
When the envelop reaches the receiver, how-
ever, it is to all appearances & sealed letter.

I am awsare of Letters Patent No. 532,200,
dated January 8, 1895; No. 673,864 of May
14, 1901, and No. 687,196 of November 26,

1901, and disclaim the inventions therein de-

scribed. By extending the gum across the
point of hoth my back flap and seal-lap, as {
am enabled to do with perfect safety without
causing both end flaps to be sealed,; owing to

———— s

541, 340

the relative shapes of the

envelop-making machine by the ordinary
oumining-pickers alone, no matter what 1ts
dimension, because of the symmetrical dispo-

_ e flaps, T am em},bléd:
to lift any ordinary blank in the ordinary

35

sition of the gum on both sides of the median.
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line of the blank. Moreover, the free end of

the completed envelop by reason of its short
lenoth is easily drawn out and also less hikely
to accidensally come out thanin the envelops
shown in any of the patents referred to.
What Telaim as my invention is—
An envelop having attached to the body

{laps one of which end flaps is made consider-
ahly longer than the other and is adapted

also to overlap the same in part, which back

and seal flaps are adapted to lap over said

|

end {laps and he permanently secured to the
longer of said flaps, both said back flap and
said seal-flap having gumined surfaces ex-
tending on both sides of thelr projecting

points whereby said flaps may hecome pei-
manently sealed to said longer end flapby
seals extending to the extremity thereof. .

In testimony whereof 1 hereunto set my

name this 14th day of December, 1901.
JOHN A. SHERMAN. .
Witnesses: | .
GUSTAF BERG,
Frep R. HINCKEL.
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thereof a back flap, a seal-flap, and two end
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