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- To all whom it may concern.:

10

‘Be it known that I, Mires M. TrourT, a

‘citigénj of the United States, residing at El-
mirh, 1n the county of Chemung and State of

New York, have invented a new and useful

Bow -Spacing Clamp for Vehicle -Tops, of -

which the following 1s a specification.

This invention relates to an improvement
in devices for holding together the bows of a
vehicle-top when the top is carried in lowered

~position; and the object of my invention is

to provide means whereby the bows will be
held spaced apart to prevent them from rub-

- bing upon one another or from wearing or
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 rately or applied directly to the gooseneck

cutting the top covering where it folds in be-

tween the bows.

Heretofore it has been: customary, espe-

clally on motor-vehicles, when the top is
lowered to drop the bows upon a gooseneck
or other rest attached to the back of the ve-
hicle-body and to strap the bows tightly in
place thereupon. This mode of fastening,
however, clamps the bows tightly one upon
another and causes the folds of the top cov-
ering to be pinched in between the bows. The

constant vibration and jolting of the vehicle
while in motion cause the bows to abrade

one another and to wear and cut the fabric of
the top covering. To avoid this, I provide
an attachment which may be carried sepa-

or other top-support, whereby the bows will

~ be spaced a suitable distance apart to pre-
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vent all liability of wearing or cutting be-
tween the members of the top. . -
I attain my object by constructing the de-

vice as illustrated in the accompanying draw-

1ngs, in which— | ﬁ

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of the
back seat of a motor-vehicle with the bows in
lowered position, the top covering, however,

being omitted; Fig. 2, an end elevation of my.

improved clamp with parts shown in section;

Fig. 3, a side elevation, thereof; Fig. 4, a

view of the under side of the clamp; and Fig.

5 a modification showing a cheaper mode of | |
- - | | When not 1n use, the elanips will be carried in

- construction.
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Like letters of reference designate like

parts in the several views. _
In Fig. 1, A represents the bows of the top,
which when the top is lowered rest upon a

gooseneck B or other form of support at-

.~ Application ﬁleﬂ Pébruary 16, 1906. Serial No. 301'.170.

| each side,

‘makes of hows.

| ends of the clam

the bows to clamp t | |
rest. As above stated,.in so fastening the

Patented Jan. 8,1907. -

'
. 4 r 1
...- 1
T .
r

- the strap C 'beiﬁg‘ ‘wound allrt}ﬁﬁd{';_'-'5-"'_-‘ |

them' tightly upon this ss

bows in place they are drawn by the strap ~ =

tightly together, resulting in the ‘wear and ..
cutting of the several members of the top. '
To hold the bows apart, T provide at D a
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clamping device by which the bows are held

separated when strapped to the rest. This -
spacing-clamp will be applied to the hows:

.....

either at the front or rear of the rest, preéf- - -

erably on the side next the cover, or'it may 65

be applied directly over the.rest,so as to be: -
strapped in with the bows upon the vest. = "+ -
‘The clamp D consists of a back' piece’'E,;

preferably of metal covered with leather or

other non-abrading material, provided with

‘a series of studs F, having a covering G, of
rubber or othersuitablematerial, and project-

ing from the back piece a distance equal to
the thickness of the bows, due allowance be-
ing made for variations in size of different

At one end, at H, 1s hinged

FAS,
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a covering-strap I, preferably of metal cov-

manner with the back piece E, said back

piece and strap being provided with means at

J for fastening the two together—as, for in-
stance, a spht-pm K, passed through eves
formed on the two members E and 1. 1
may, however, use any other suitable means

for retaining the parts together in locked po-

sition. The cushions G on the studs are
spaced apart from one another and from the
to receive between them
the bows A, and the spacing apart of the
bows by the studs i1s preferably about one
inch. -The cushions are preferably of rubber

- 1n order that they may hold the bows snuglty

and also receive between then bows of dif-

' ferent dimensions.

When 1n use, one of these clamps will be
slipped 1nto place between the bows on each
side of the vehicle when the cover is lowered,

ered with leather or other material in like
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after which the bows will be fastened down -

upon the rests B by means of the straps C.

the tool-kit or other convenient place on the
vehicle. ,
directly to goosenecks attached to the ve-
hicle-body, as indicated »<= the broken lines
at N m Fig. 2, thereby dispensing with the

tached to the harl of the wehicle-body upon | strap C. When the clamp is so applied. it

100 .

I may, however, apply my clamps
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~ will always be in p@SiﬁO"ﬁ {oruse, and there

will be a saving of time in fastening the bows
in their lowered position. .

The bows will be held by my elamps much
more firmly than where straps alone are used.
Not only will the bows be spaced apart by
the clamps, but they will also be held in true
vertical alinement and prévented from side
racking. . . _

In Fig. 5 I have shown a cheaper mode of
construction: for the clamp, wherein the

-

_cushioned spacing-studs G are fastened, as

before, to a leather-covered back piece K, the

ends of the cover at M having stitched 1n
with them straps- L, carrying tongue and
buckle, which constitute the outside closing
member of the clamp. = .

- A spacing-clamp so arranged may be con-

~ structed in various ways and carried either.
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attached to the vehicle-body or separate, as

may be desired, and the number and size of

1 23

‘the studs may be varied to correspond with

the number and size of bows In any oiven

- top. Moreover, while I have described my

device as applicable especially to motor-ve-
hicle tops, it may also be used to advantage

‘with the tops of other road-vehicles.

by way of illustration, what

841,073

- Without, therefoi*é,_ confining myself to the
construction of the clamp as herein described

I claim as my in-
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vention, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, 1s— -

1.-A device of the ‘character described

of g vehicle-top, when in lowered position, In

‘combination with means for fastening the

bows together when so spaced apart.

2. A spacing-clamp for Vebmle—mpg com-
v _ one or more _'stugls pro-
jecting therefrom, and means for holding the'

prising a back piece,

stud or studs between the bows of the top.

3. A spacing-clamp for vehicle-tops com-.
one or more studs
iece hinged =~

prising = rigid back piece
projecting therefrom, a closing-

‘to one end of the back piece and adapfted to
close over the ends of the studs, and means -

‘comprising means for spacing apart the bows
38
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for locking the free ends of said pieces to-

gether. o | -
In testimony whereof I have afiixed my

signature in presence of two witnesses.

o MILES M. TROU'T,
‘Witnesses: ) o o

~ A.S. Diven,

- J. H. O’ BRIEN.
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