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Lo all whomy it maly conceri:

walls and ends are in contact with the in-

Be it known that I, THoMAs C. JOHNSON, a | terior surfaces of the housing and are there-
citizen of the United St ates, residing at New ' by remforced and supported for it 1s to be

Haw en, 1 the county of New Haven and
State of Connecticut, have invented a new

end useful lmpmvemem in Box-Magazine
Firearms; and I do hereby declare the follow-
ing, when taken in connection with the ac-
companying drawings and the characters of
reference marked +herean to be a full, clear,
and exact description of he same, and which
sald drawings constitute part of this specifi-
catlon, and represent, in——

Figure 1, a broken view, partly in side ele-

vation and partly in vertical section, of a
take-down gun provided with my improved
boxuma,ﬂ*azme housing; Fig. 2, a broken view,
in side elevat 10n, of the lower tang or Uuard}
1€ nmlsmcr Fig. 3, a broken View,
in horizontzl Sﬂchon on the line a b of Fig. 1;
Fig. 4, a view in vert ical section on the line ¢ d
oT Flﬂ' 2.

\Ij,r mventicn relates to an improvement in
detachable box-magazine guns, the object
being to protect the magazine of such a oun
from distortion or other i mjury.

With these ends in view my invention con-
sists In a gun having certain details of con-
struction and combma 1ons of parts, as will
be hereinafter described, and pointed out in
the claims.

For the illustration of my invention I have
shown 1t as applied to a take-down gun hav-
g a gun frame cr receiver 2 and a lower
tang or guard 3, these two main frame mem-
bers bcmﬂ secured together by a take-down
screw 4. The said lower tang 3 18 provided
at 1ts forward end upon its upper face with
an 1ntegral upw&rdly—ettendn‘w box-maga-
z1ne houqnm 5, closed at the sides and ends,
but open at “the top and bottom, and consti-

tuting, in effect, an upward extension of the

passage 6, formed in the tang for the recep-
tion of the detachable box~magamne 7. 'The
sald housing 5 rises, as it were, between two
bearmﬂ*—surhces 3a ga (clearly shown by Fig.
4) and forming portions of the surface on
which the breech-block (not shown) rides
back and forth. The mterior dimensions of
this housing 5 conform so closely to the ex-
terior dimensions of the sheet-metal maga-
zine that when the same is pushed upward

borne in mind that these magazines are
formed from ox’cremely thin and Jight sheet
metal. 'The top of the housing is suﬂmlently

closed 1n to constitute a stop for the upward

movement of the box-magazine, but 1is
formed with a longitudinal opening S of suffi-
clent size to permlt the cartridges 9 to be fed
upwara out of it, the cartri dﬂ'es being en-
gaged at their rear ends by 1111&*&1'(11?—0111‘1*6(1
hips 10 at the rear ends of the side walls of the
housing and pushed forward under the said
lips by the breech-closure (not shown) and
then rising entirely out of the housing as
their heads clear the front ends of the said
lips, after which the cartridges are pushed
home into the gun-barrel 11. It may be fur-
ther ehplamed that the spring (not shown)
employed for lifting the cartridges into posi-
tion to be engaged and pushed Forward into
the gun-bar rel by the breech—closure IS SO
stronﬂ' that 1if 1t were not for the housing 5 it
would exert enough pressure upon the car-

tridges to cause them to push out the thin
side walls of the box-magazine, and thus in-
terfere with the action of the ﬂ'un Further-

more, 1in the case of a take-down n gun when
the receiver 2 and lower tang or G"U&ld 3 are
taken apart the upper portion of 2 magazine
would but for my mmproved housing be ex-
posed to blows and injury and distortion in
handling the take-down gun. My improve-
ment 1s peculmrlv well acapted for embodi-
ment in take-down guns, though it may be
employed in other guns,n which it will act of
course, to relnforce and support the thin
walls of box- -magazines. 1 would therefore

have it understood that I do not limit myself
to the particular construction shown and de-
scribed, but hold myself at liberty to make
such departures therefrom as fairly fall with-
in the spirit and scope of my invention.

I elaim—

1. In a box-magazine gun, the combina-
tion with a receiver, of a lower tang or guard
having bearing- surfaces upon which the
breech-block rides back and forth, and an m-
tegral box-magazine housing rising centrally
between the said bearing-surfaces, closed at
its front and rear ends as well as at its sides,

into the housing the upper portions of its side | and having the upper ends of its side: Walls
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formed with inwardly-turned lips which stop
the magazine against undue upward move-
ment and prevent its upper end from spread-
ing laterally, whereby the upper portion of a
thin sheet-metal box-magazine 1s supported
and reinforced. - '

2. In a take-down box-magazine gun, the
combination with a receiver, of a lower tang
or cuard formed with bearing-surfaces upon
which the breech-block rides back and forth,

means for coupling the said receiver and tang

or guard, and an integral box-magazine hous-
ing formed at the forward end of the said
tang or guard and rising centrally between
the said bearing-surfaces and closed at 1ts

840,850

front and rear ends as well as at its sides, and
' having the upper ends of its side walls
formed with inwardly-turned lips which stop
the magazine against undue upward move-
ment and prevent its upper endsfromspread-

| ing laterally, whereby the said housing sup-

ports and reinforces the upper portion ot a.
detachable thin sheet-metal box-magazine.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed this
specification in the presence of two subscrib-

ing witnesses. _
THOMAS C. JOHNSON,

Witnesses:
HereBerT ¥. BEEBE,

Daxier. H. VEADER.
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