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To all whom it nmay éoncern: .

IO

. .

In an open state and placed
- S0 as to receive letters, and of being then ex-

Be it known that we, CLaoUD B. ErLrorr

- and Joun T. LoGGINs, citizens of the United

States, residing at Hempstead, in the county
of Waller and State of Texas, have invented
new and wuseful
Clasping Devices,
specification. - o
Our invention pertains to means for clasp-
ing letters and the like: _
Ject to provide a simple and mexpensive de-
vice constructed with a view of being fastened
1n a pigeonhole,

peditiously closed and fastened in g closed

state in order to tightly clasp and hold the |

- letters until the satme reach their destination.
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“tion, in which—

~cured 1n a partly-open position. |

With the foregoing

read In connection with the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specifica-
perspective view of the device
constituting the present and preferred em-
bodiment of our invention, as the same ap-
pears when the clamping members are se-

Figure 1 is a

 side elevation with the clamping members
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fully opened and secured in such position.

Fig. 3 i1s a detail enlarged section illustrating

~ the ‘arrangement of the fastening member
~ and the set-screw of the device relative to
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‘normally he .
~ agamst the base A. These _
~ coiled about the inner end bars of the clamp-
- Ing members,

the base

one of the clamping members thereof.
Similar letters “designate corresponding

parts m all of the views of the drawings, re-
ferring to which— o

A is the base of our novel device, which, is
rectangular in form and is preferably, though
not necessarily, made of metal. =
B and C are the clamping members of the
device, which are in the form
frames made of light but
pivotally connected at
the base A, preferably
trated—that is, to say,

their inner ends to

by the arrangement

of their inner end bars in eyes formed by
bending the side bars of the -

base A. |
D D are springs, which are arranged to re-

turn the clamping members B and C to and

hold the same '

and each spring has an arm at
one end, which is attached to one end bar of

1y

Improvements in Letter-
of which the tollowing is g

and 1t has for its ob-

. in mind. the invention
will be fully understood from the following
description and claims when the same are.

of rectangular
stiff wire and are |

i the manner illus-

A, preferably by being bent around |

‘that it will serve,

‘the clamping members B and

are. placed endwise

package while t

said end ‘bar, as best shown in Fig. 2, and
also has an arm at its

member, preferably by being bent around

sald side bar, as shown at the left of Fig. 1.
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attached to one side bar of one clamping
6o

E 1s the fastening member of the device, :

of a screw. The fastening

~and F is a protection, preferably in the form
member E is pro- -

~vided at one end with a lateral arm ¢, and is
- provided with a longitudinal slot b,

from one end of which extends at a right an-

gle a seat ¢/, which latter is formed in the
' In the arm ¢ is also formed a
' to loosely receive a pin o’ on.
the clamping member .
loosely through the

sald arm e.

crosswise slot
the outer end of
The set-screw F extends

slot b in the fastening member It and engages

a threaded aperture d in a lug ¢ on the
end bar of the clamping member B. Tt ic
provided, as best sho

outer |
nember B. It is 75
shown in Fig. 3, with a .

shoulder 7 to engage the side of the member

I remote from lug e, whereby it will be seen
when turned in one direc-
tion, to adjustably fix the clamping metmber

B to the fastening member E.

~In the
set-screw F is first loosened. Then to open
the device the user catches
member E and.with an upward pull brings

shown in Fig. 2. Then by sliding the fasten-

the fastening
C together, as

8o

practical use of our novel device the -

‘ng member E laterally, which movement is S

permitted by the slot a, the projection Fon

| clamping member B is positioned in the seat

¢’ In arm ¢, which holds the device 8
shown in Fig. 2. The device is now placed
In a pigeonhole of a letter-case, and letters

proper number of letters are positioned in

from the pigeonhole and the fastening mem-

ber B is moved laterally in the direction op-
posite to that mentioned to disengage the

90

open, as

_ in the device—i. e, on -
the base A and between the side bars of the
clamping members B and C. When the -
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‘the device, the loaded device is removed

seat ¢’ from screw F, when the springs D will
obviously move the clamping members B~
and C down on the letters, so as to tightly -

this done the set-screw F is tightened, when,

.105

as will be readily apparent, the clamping

ing, and in that way loss of a letter from the
e same 18 en route will be
precluded. - ' "

§
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| members will be locked agaimst casual open~ .

II o'. :. :

When _desired, the springs D ma,y be_de— - |

ico
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pended on to hold the clamping members
against casual opening, and for this reason
we do not wish to be limited to the use of the
<erew T or other means for the purpose of

locking the clamping members in their closed

positions nor to the use of a screw to rumn in
the slot of the fastening member. '

To open thepackagewhen the samere aches

its desfination, it is simply necessary to move
the clamping members B and C outward
antil the screw I seats in the seat ¢ atb the
inner end of the fastening member E,.when
the clamping members B and C will be se-
cured in their outer positions and the letters
may be readily drawn out of the device.

It will be gathered from the foregomng that
the device shown and described is simple and
inexpensive in construction, 1s easily manipu-
lated, is well adapted to withstand the rough
usage to which such devices are ordinarily
subjected, and is susceptible of being used to
advantage repeatedly. | . _

The construction shown and desecribed con-
stitutes the present and preferred embodi-
ment of our invention; but it is obvious that
in practice various changes in the form and
construction of the parts may be made within

“the scope of the appended claims without 1n-

volving departure from the
vention as claimed.

Having described our invention, what we
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is— - |

1. In a letter-clasping device, the combi-
nation of a base, clamping members pivoted
thereto, and a fastening member connected
to one clamping member and having a slot
for the adjustment of the other clamping
member and also having a seat extending
from the slot for adjustably fixing said mem-

ber.

"9 Tn a letter-clasping device, the combi-

scope of our 1n-

nation of a base, clamping members pivoted

thereto, a fastening member connected to

840,759

one clamping member and having a longitu-
dinal slot and a seat extending from the mner
end of said slot, and means carried by the
other clamping member and movable in the
slot of the fastening member and into and
out of the seat at the inner end of the slot.

‘3. In a letter-clasping device, the combi-
nation of a base, spring-pressed clamping
members pivoted thereto; one of said clamp-
ing members carrying a lug provided with a
threaded aperture, a fastening member con-
nected to the other clamping member and
having a longitudinal slot and an ancularly-
disposed seat at the inner end of the slot, and
o set-screw extending through the slot of the
fastening member and into the threaded
aperture of the lug of the clamping member
and having a shoulder arranged to engage
the fastening member.

4 In a letter-clasping device, the combi-
nation of a base, clamping members pivoted

. thereto; one of said clamping members carry-

ing a projection, and a fastening member car-
ried by and movable on the other clamping
member and having a slot and a seat in com-
munication with the slot to receive the said
projection.

5 Tn a letter-clasping device, the combi-
nation of a base, clamping members pivoted
thereto; one of said clamping members carry-
ing a projection, and a fastening member con-
nected to and adjustable laterally on the
other clamping member and having a slot
and a seat in communication with the slot to
receive the said projection.

In testimony whereof we have hereunto

set our hands in presence of two subseribing
witnesses.

CLAUD B. ELLIOTT.
JOHN T. LOGGINS.

Witnesses:
R. H. PINCENEY,
Byron GLIECK.
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