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To all whom it ey COncerw: o oreat. toe, but of such size as to fit the toe
~ Beit known that I, ALBERT F. A. KiNg, a | loosely, thus avoiding the tension and,
citizen of the United States, residing in | stretching of the fabric which, together with
- Washington, In the District of Columbia, | the friction of the nail during the ordinary
¢ have invented certain new and useful Im- | motions of the foot, have heretofore worn the 55

provements in Stockings, of which the fol- | fabric into a hole. While I have said that
jowing is a specification. - | the pocket fits the toe loosely, 1 wish 1t un-
Tt is a matter of every-day experience that | derstood that there is not such surplus of
s tightly-fitting stocking will wear out at the material as to produce uncomfortable wrin-
1o toe much sooner than a Joosely-fitting one. | kles. The pocket may be,and preferably 1s, 60
" This wear is most perceptible where the fab- | formed in the goods in well-known ways in
i comes in contact with the end of the oreat | the process of knitting the stocking. ltmay
toe, especially with the projecting end of ihe | be advisable to make the pockets of different-
sreat-toe nail. The tension of the fabric | colored yarns from the remainder of the .
¢ over the nail of the great toe and the attri- | stocking in order that one may quickly per- 65
tion of the nail against the stocking is very | ceive which stocking is for the right foot and
“much greater in tightly-fitting stockings than | which for the left. A
-1 those which fit the foot loosely. ~ Ip drawing one of my improved stockings
~ When afootis s ntroduced into an ordinary | onto the o0t the movement of the foot mto
2o stocking, its movement 1s arrested chiefly by | the stocking 1s not arrested by the great toe, 79
' contact of the end of the great toé with the | as heretofore, but 1s arrested by a much
toe of the fabric. This produces 2 tension, | larger surface—viz., the surface of the re-
causing a cutting of the fabric and an attri- | maining four toes, the instep, and other parts
" tion which soon forms a hole therein. | of the foot—no strain being produced on the
25 It is the object of my invention to so form | fabric in the region of the great-toe nail. In 75
"7 the stocking that it will fit all portions of the | order to avoid this tension on the great toe,
foot snugly except that portion in the region | some have heretofore worn stockings that
of the end of the great toe and to provide at | were 100 long at the toe; but this produced a
' this point a pocket, cap, OT enlargement | wrinkling or doubling over of the fabric at
30 which shall surround the end of the great toe the toe, which was ob] ectionable. In my 3o
" loosely, thereby relieving the stocking at this | stocking a neat fit can be produced every-
~ point from tension and friction, which usually | where, there being a fullness in the oreat-toe--
‘result,in ordinary stockings,in quickly wear- nail region only, and this fullness 1s not so
~ ing out the fabric. | great as to produce wrinkles or a doublingin
35 In the ‘accompanying drawings, illustrat- | any way objectionable. 8%
" ing my invention, Figure 1 shows a side ele- | I have used the word ‘‘stocking’ generic- .
vation of a foot with my improved stocking ally as covering socks, hose, &c., of all kinds.
thereon. Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the | I claim as my invention— o
- stocking on a foot. TFig. 3 is a view of a | A stocking closed at the toe and fitting the
4o tight foot with my improved stocking there- foot snugly at all points except in the region 9o

»

on, and Fig. 4 is a similar view of a left foot. | of the end of the great toe where a fullness 1s

Tnasmuch as I provide a pocket or cap for produced providing a dilated pocket or nail-

the front end of the great toe, 1t is necessary | cap which prevents tension and friction of
‘hat the stockings of each pair should be | the stocking against the naill. _

45 shaped differently—that is, that one of the | In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto sub- 95
stockings should be shaped for the right foot | scribed my name. - -
and the other for the lett foot—somewhatas | ALBERT F. A. KING.
shoes are shaped differently for the two teet. | Witnesses: -

Bach stocking is formed with a pocket or Lioyp B. WIGHT,

_55 nail-cap A, adapted to receive the end of the | E. B. FRANZONI.
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