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< To all whomwy it may concern:.

- State of Alabama, have invented. certain

5 new and useful ITmprovements in Rural-De-

hivery Postal Boxes; and I hereby declare
- that the fellowing is a full, clear, and exact
deseription thereof,- reference beinfg
 the decompanying drawings, which
to of this specification. . . . . .
. .Thisinvention is animprovement, pTural-
| delwery postal ‘boxes and like rei}ept'a,c]eg

orm part

wherein mail or other matter is placed by-one
party for removal by another; and its object
15 13 to providé an improved sighaling device
whereby the depositor can’ visually notify

the collector that matter isin the

- The invention consists in the novel signal-

-20-

~and when set in one position will. remain

locked ip such position yntil the box is
opened and the signal chaffged by hand, the
-signal-coatrolling ‘aevices being located in
positively locked

the box and adapted to be |
- when adjusted so that the signal cannot be
casually displaced either from the inside or
outside of the box, _
- 30 lever can be readily manipulated when the
. boxisopened. . .-
. Thesignal i

drawings being merely Ulustrative and not
Testrictive thereof. R

I 35 re

~ from the" following .
~ companying drawings, in which—

" Tigure 11is a front view of a rural free-de-
ry mail-box with signal set at collect posi-
at empty position in |

hve _
tion in full lines and |
- dotted limes. Fig. 2 is an inside view of the
~-box, showing the

40

-+ a vertical section t
. 45 and 5 are details. -

provided with'a cover

when closed by any suitable means, as custo-

by |
- mary-in ruralyfree-delivel_'y ‘boxes.” .On the |
ore or signal C

- 50 outside of the box is a semaph _
. of any. desired kind attached’ to a lever ¢,
- which swi ' 1

of the box to which it is gttached. This Je-

55

ﬁ__l

| end.

had to

| turd thereon. For

Ing device by which' the. semaphore can be
set_to either “empty” or “collect’’ position |-

although its controlling-

al 1s atf;'achab]e' to diﬂ’erent mgkég
and styles of boxes, the box.shown in the

The Invention wﬂl be clea;ﬂy underét‘opd'
description and:the ac-.

adjusting-lever. Fig. 3 is

The box A is of any suitable construction, |
a, which can be locked

Swings i & plane parallel with the side

‘ver'c is connected at its lower end to a pivot
supported In and extending through a suit~

. Beit known that I, CHARLES M. ‘WIGGINS,
~* of Andalusia, in the county of Covington and

shown, this pivot is formed by a bolt D,which
| passes through an aperture in the side wall of
the box and is retained by s nut d on its inner
.- Attached to the pivot D within the boxisa
setting-lever E, which is preferably parallel
with lever ¢. Both levers ¢ E are attacked
“to the bolt in such manner that they cannot -~
h instance, the bolt could be 65
Squared, as indicated in Figs. 4 and 9, and
the levers ¢ E have squared: apertures fitting
‘the squared portion - of bolt 'D. . Suitable
washers F and f may be interposed bétween
the levers and the side of the box snd & 70
washer ' between the nut.d:and lever E;if -+
| desired.” The particular.construction of the

pivot-connection between the levers ¢ H is:

not material, provided that the levers are

d re and can be
gether on or with the pivot.” T :
‘The lever E is preferably resilient and has
its upper end shaped so that it can be readily:
.grasped by the hand, as by being bent in- .
‘wardly, as at ¢, and it is provided near-its 8o
free end with an a serture by which, it can be
engaged with and locked to either Of't'WO pro--
| Jections or studs G ¢, which are attached to
‘the wall -of the box and project inwardly
therefrom in any suitable manner. When 85,
| thelever E is engaifed with the upperstud G,.
the semaphore will be locked in collect posi-.
‘tion, signifying that there is matter in the
.box to be removed. When the box 1s emp-
tied, the collector should 'disengage lever % '
from stud G and turn it down and lock it to
stud g, as indicated in dotted lines,’ which
~will bring the semaphore C to lower or empty
position. . oo owerorempty

~ o e .-"".‘ .

1t will be observed that the lever 'K ‘can 95
only be operated from inside the box: and =
~when the cover is opened and that if has
sufficient resiliency to enable it Yo be sprung
off or out of engagement with erther stud E 3 )
or g, but will naturally engage.such studs 1co-
when brought over the same, ~Whenlocked
to -either stud. the - semaphore - cannot be
moved from outside the box, and .conse-:
quently ‘ casual displacemeént of the: sema-
phore is-effectually- revented. = B
- -The signal can o y be manually opersted.:
It is positioned and is not, liable to false dis-
splacements, It is simple and easily con-
structed and attachable to eny ordinaryform .
lofbox. - - T AT L I10

o1
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10

- pivot
- said _
ting-lever to lock 1t in either extreme posi-
tion. | - o |

- 20

‘cover, a pivot extending through the wall
‘the box,

Having described my invention, what 1
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
1. In combination, a boX, a sema yhore-
lever outside the box, a pivot to which sald

|

- 840,541

4. In a rural free-delivery mail-box signal,
the combination of a box having a cover, o

- semayphore-lever outside the box, a pivot-bolt

‘o which said lever is attached extending

30

-~ through the wall of the box, a setting-lever

7 lever is attached extending through the wall
~ of the box, a setting-lever in the'box attached

to the inner end of the pivot, and devices in

the box adapted to be engaged by said setting-

lever to lock it and the semaphore in either

“oollect” or ‘‘empty’”’ posifjon.

"9 "In. combination with & box having
"a semaphore-fast to the pivot out-
side the box, an operating-lever fast to the
inside the box, and devices adjacent
ivot adapted to be engaged by the set-

3. In c'ombiﬁat"i,bn with a box,a semaphore
2 bolt transfixing the wall of the box, a sema-

phore-carrying lever fixed to the outer end of .
‘the bolt, a spring setting-lever fixed to the m- |
‘ner end of t '1e-b01t,aal‘l§ devices on the inner
wwall of the box adjacent the lever adapted to
be.encgged by the setting-lever to lock it 1
either of its extreme

positions, said sema-
phore being adjustable only when the box 1s

opened, substantially a5 d‘esci'ibed. -

)
of °

vices inside the box adapted to be en

' Jever to lock 1t

attached to the inner end of the bolt, and de-
aaged
by said inner lever to lock it and the sema-
phore in either “collect’” or “‘empty’’ posi-
tiomn. |

5 In combination with a box baving a

4C

cover,a bolt transfixing the wall of the box, a

semaphore-carrying lever fixed to the outer
end of the bolt, a spring setting-lever fixed to

‘he inner end of the bolt, studs attached to
the wall of the box adjacent the lever, and

adapted to engage an aperture in the setting-
in either of its extreme posl-

tions, said semaphore being adjustable only

|
}

]
i

when the box is opened,
scribed. . o

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
myv own [ aflix my

two wltnesses.

substantially as de-

CHARLES M. WIGGINS.

In presence of—
A. WHALEY,
W. H. JoxEs.

signature in presence of
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