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To all whom it may concern: |
Be it known that I, PauL MARWEDEL, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Dal-
las, in the county of Dallas and State of
Texas, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Signals, of which the follow-
Ing 1s a specification. "
This invention relates to signals, the object
of the invention being to provide a signal or
indicator adapted to bedisplayed in a window

or at the front of a building or at any suit-

able point and operable from a distance for

the purpose of calling a milkman, iceman,

laundryman, or the like, the construction of
the signal or indicator being such that any

one or more panels containing suitable words

or emblems may be displayed and moved

mto and out of calling position at any desired
distance therefrom. -

With the above and other objects in view,
the nature of which will more fully appear as
the description proceeds, the invention con-
sists 1n the novel construction, combination,

fully described, illustrated and clairhed.
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
an elevation of the complete apparatus. - Kig.

218 a detail section of the rack-and-pinion
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carrier. Fig. 3 is an enlarged view of the
rack-shifting device, showing the rack thrown
out of operative relation to the pinions.

- Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
series of panels disposed horizontally and
provided with journals 2, mounted in suitable
bearings in an upright frame or stand com-
prising parallel uprights 3, connected
top cross-bar 4, the said stand being mounted
at any suitable point. The panels 1 are
horizontally
swing on parallel horizontal axes, as shown
in Fig. 1.

frame bars or uprights 3 and provided with a
pinion 5. The pinions 5 of the several panels
are arranged 1n vertical alinement with

each other, adapting them to be operated

~upon by a single shiftable rack 6, which is so

mounted that 1t may be shifted into or out of

- line with the pinions, so that it may be
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caused to operate the same or pass by the
pinions without operating them.
Extending upward alongside of one of the
uprights 3 1s a guide-rail 7, upon which is
mounted a runner 8, having a projecting arm
or bracket 9, to which is secured a vertically-

by a

disposed and are adapted to

The shaft or journal 2 of each
panel 1s extended beyond one of the side

-extending bar 10. Pivotally mounted on
‘sa1d bar 10 are parallel-motion levers 11 and

12, the same being fulcrumed centrally on
the bar 10 and connected at one end by a
link 13, while the opposite ends of said levers

6o

are pivotally connected to the shiftable rack -

6, which is disposed vertically, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 3. It will be seen that as the par-
allel-motion levers 11 and 12 are rocked on
their pivotal connection with the bar 10

they maintain parallel relation to each other,

but move the shiftable rack either into or out.
of line with the pinions 5, the rack being
shown in line with the pinions in Fig. 1 and
out of line therewith in Fig. 3. The rack 6 is
normally held in line with the
means of a-spring 14, connected at one end
to one of the levers 12 and at the opposite

| end to a hook or projection 15, extending lat-

erally from the bar 10.

Raised at a suitable distance from the

stand above described is another stand com-
prising parallel guides 16 and a vertical sta-
tionary rack 17, extending subst antially par-
allel withtheguides16. Movable upand down
on the guides 16 is a double runner compris-
ing the connected sleeves or members 18, the
same being united by a cross-bar 19. 20 des-

1gnates a runner-cord, one end of which is

connected to the cross-bar 19 and the other

| end connected to the lower extremity of the

bar 10, above described, the said runner-cord

passing around suitable guide or direction

pulleys 21 and 22, arranged at suitable points.
Connected to the upper end of the ‘bar 10 is
another cord 23, which passes over suitable
guide-pulleys 24 and 25 at the top of the
stand which carries the panels 1, said cord
being provided with a weight 26. Thus as
the runner 18 is moved up and down on the
guides 16 the runner 8 is likewise moved up
and down on the guide-rail 7, carrying the
pinion-actuating rack 6 therewith.
Connected to the lower parallel-motion le-
ver 12 1s a rack-shift cord 27, which passes

-around suitable guide-pulleys 28 and 29 and

1s connectéd at its opposite end to a rack-
shift lever 30, pivotally mounted at 31 on the
runner 18. By rocking the lever 30 the par-
allel-motion levers are swung on their pivotal
connection with the bar 10 to carry the shift-
able rack 6 out of line with the pinions 5, and
when said lever 30 is released the spring 14
swings the shiftable rack back into line with

| the pinions.

pinions 5 by
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32 designates a latch-lever which 1s ful-
crumed on the runner 18 and pivotally con-
nected to a latch 33, mountedp in a suitable
ouide 34 on the runner, the end of said latch
%eing adapted to engage with any one of a

series of shoulders 35 on the vertical rack-bar
17, above described, for the purpose of hold-

ing the runner 8 and the rack-bars carried
thereby at any point intermediate the pin-
jons 5, as shown in Kig. 1.

From the foregoing description it will be
understood that by grasping the rack-shitt

Never 30 and the latch-lever 32 the runner 18

may be moved up and down on the guides
16 without operating any of the pinions 5.
When it is desired to turn a certain panel
over, so as to display the word or emblem
thereon, the rack-shift lever 30 is released at

“the proper time, which allows the spring 14
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to restore the rack 6 to its operative position,
whereupon in passing across the pinion 5 1t
will operate said pinion and turn the proper
panel over. In order to designate which of
the panels is being operated upon, suitable
guards or indicators 36 are placed upon the
rack 17 adjacent to the shoulders 35, contain-
ing the same words or emblems as the panels
and corresponding in location therewith. In
this way any one or more of the panels may
be operated and swung into position to dis-

play the words or emblems thereon or re-
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viously noted, any

versed, so as to present the blank sides thereot
to view. o | |

The operating mechanism, consisting of
the rack-shift lever and latch-lever and the
parts connected therewith, may be located
at any desired distance from the stand which
carries the reversible panels 1, and, as pre-

panels may be worked from the point where
said operating mechanism is located. Stops

37 are provided on one of the uprights 3 to

prevent the panels from turning teo far, said
stops serving to arrest the moverent of the
panels when they are disposed vertically, so
as to display the words or emblems contained
thereon. | ;

I claim—

1. The combination with a series of re-

versible panels each provided with a pinion, |

of a traveling rack for actuating said pinions

one after the other, and means for shifting |

one or more of said

840,356

« said rack to throw the same into or out of line

with the pinions. _
- 2. The combination with a series of re-

. versible panels, of a traveling rack, means at

a distance therefrom for imparting move-
ment to said traveling rack, and means also
located at a distance for shifting the rack to
throw the same into or out of line with oper-
ating devices carried by the reversible panels.

3. The combination with a series of re-
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versible panels carrying pinions on the jour-

nals thereof, of a runner, parallel-motion le-
vers mounted thereon, a traveling rack piv-
otally connected to said levers and adapted
to be moved thereby into and out of line with
the pinions, and means located at a distance
from the panels for actuating said runner and
vibrating the parallel-motion levers.

4. The combination with a series of re-
versible panels having pinions on their jour-

nals, of a runner, a shiftable rack mounted on

said runner and movable into and out of line
with said pinions, a second runner located at
s distance from the panels, a latch on said

second runner, a rack-bar with which said

latch engages, a latch-lever on the second
runner, a rack-shift lever on said second run-
ner, and operating-cords extending from said
rack-shift lever and latch-lever to the first-
named runner, one of said cords being con-

] O
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nected with the shiftable rack, substantially - '

‘as and for the purpose described.

5. The combination with a series of revolv-
ing and reversible panels having actuating-
pinions, of a runner operating adjacent to
said panels, a shiftable rack carried by said
runner and movable into and out of line with
the pinions, a spring for holding the rack
normally in line with the pinions, a second
runner located at a distance from the panels
and operatively connected with the first-
named runner, a latch carried by the second
runner, a rack-bar with which said latch en-
oages, and indicators on said rack-bar corre-
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sponding with the panels, substantially as de- '

seribed.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature

in presence of two witnesses.

PAUL MARWEDEL.
Witnesses: - |

F. R. BOWLES,
W. L. BURNETTE.
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