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 To all whom it may concern:
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- the deposit, while the other can be utilized

- 3°

- ot ordinary or suitable construction, which is
supported upon a hollow column or post B.
. The mail-box is provided at its top with an
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‘I which— |

shown partly in section; and Fig. 3 1s a per-

‘to afford means whereby a person can open

- shutter.
25 .
~sists 1n the novel construction, adaptation,

after described, and pointed out in the ap-

with the toothed portion or portions of the

with a lever H, positioned at or near the |
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SR
~ Be 1t known that I, JacoB BECKER, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Seattle,
in the county of King and State of Washing-
ton, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Mail-Boxes, of which the

Tollowing is a specification, reference being |

had therein to the accompanying drawings,

Figure 1 is a side elevation, partly in sec-
tion, of devices embodying my invention.
Iig. 2 is a front elevation of the same, also

spective detail view of mechanism employed
In carrying out the invention. L

The object of this invention is the improve-
ment in mail-boxes, and more particularly

the mail-receiving slot with his foot and re-
quiring only the use of one hand in making

for holding packages or the like instead of
being required for manipulating the. said

With this end in view the invention con-
and combination of parts, as will be herein-

pended claims. - - .
~ In the drawings, A represents a mail-box

upwardly-protruding curved hood C, having
an opening C’ at its %Tont-.' o
Tiltably connected to the sides of the box,
as by pivots d, is a shutter D, which is adapt-
ed to close said opening and is provided at
1ts ends with sector-shaped flanges D’, hav-
ing 1n the periphery of one or both of them
gear-teeth D”’. I 1s a horizontally-disposed
spindle, which 1s journaled in the box ends
and carries a sector gear or gears E’ to mesh

sald shutter-flanges. Centrally of and rig-
1dly connected to the said spindle is an arm
I, which protrudes through apertures ¢ and
b, respectively, of the box and post and inte-
riorly of the latter is connected by a rod G

bottom of the post and extending for a short
distance outwardly therefrom to provide a
foot-pedal. S ' '

~ In practice the Sector—-ge.a,rs- are ma;_dé suf- |

: =

ciently heavy to overcome the opposing
weights of the foot-pedal and attachments,
so that after the shutter has been opened by
a pressure downward by the foot of the op-
erator upon the said pedal when released

' the shutter will be automatically closed.
The advantages of the invention reside
principally in the fact that mail may be

most conveniently dropped in a box pro-
vided with my improvement with the em-

ployment of a single hand and leaving the

other one for carrying such articles as a per-
son commonly has about him when out of

doors—as, for example, an umbrella, shop-

ping-bags, or bundles. The invention is of

| simple and 1nexpensive construction and oc-.

cuples but little more space than does the
ordinary type of street mail-boxes, where

‘one hand is required for manipulating the

shutter and the other for putting the mail

mto the box. . ,
~ Various changes can obviously be made in

the arrangement and details of construction
within the scope of the claims without de-
parting from the spirit of the invention or
sacriicing 1ts advantages. _ '
- What-I claim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, 1s— . |

1. A mail-box provided with a hood at its

top having a front opening therein, in com-
bination with a tiltable shutter adapted to

close sald opening and having sector-shaped
end flanges formed with peripheral teeth, a
spindle, sector-gears mounted on said spin-
dle and in mesh with the peripheral teeth of
sald flanges, an arm on the spindle, a foot-
pedal, and a rod connecting the arm with the
pedal. : o -
- 2. In combination with a hollow post, a
mail-box secured to said post and provided
with an opening through which mail is de-

posited 1n the box, of a shutter adapted to

normally close said opening, a spindle, gear

connection between the shutter and the spin--
' dle, an arm on the spindle, a foot-pedal in the

sald post and extending outwardly there-

from, and the connection between said pedal

and said arm.
In testimony whereof 1 affix my signature
1n presence-of two witnesses.
B - JACOB BECKER.
- Witnesses: o -
PierrE BARNES,
P. D. HiBNER.
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