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To all - whom it may concern:
~ Be 1t known that I, Georer L. MURDEN, a

- aitizen of the United States, residing at Peru,
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in the county of Miami and State of Indiana,

have invented a new and useful Secret-Bal-
lot and Distributer Box , of “'which the follow-

Ingis a specification.

The: present invention rel afes_ to a ballot-
‘box designed primarily for use in secret so-

cleties for voting on applications for mem-
bership and other matters requiring secret
ballOtiﬂg;: "

It has for its objects-to improve and sim-
plify devices of this character, so as to lessen

the cost of manufacture, improve the opera-
tion; and expedite the matter of casting bal-
lots by enabling a number of votes to be cast
simultaneously with the utmost secrecy.
With these and other objects in view the
invention consists in the construction and
novel combination and arrangement of parts

hereinafter fully described, and defined with

particularity in the claims appended hereto.

In the accompanying drawings, which .
1llustrate one of the embodiments of the in-

~ vention, Figure 1 is a plan view of theballot-
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persons may vote-at one time.

box. Fig. 2 is a vertical transverse view

taken centrally:through the box. Fig.3isa.

perspective view of the receptacle for receiv-
ing the ballots that.are cast. Fig. 4 is a de-

tail sectional view showing the braces of the

framefor the receptacle shown in Fig: 3.

- Corresponding parts in the several figures:
~are'indicated throughout by similar charac-

ters of reference..

Referring to the drawings; 1 represents a
‘boxor other supporting-frame, which. is po-
lygonal in plan:-view and is adapted to rest on

a table or stand, or, if desired, 1t may be pro-
vided with a pedestal or other suitable struc-

ture for supporting 'it. By preference the

box 1s square, and arranged in the:top 2 and

extending radially from the center: thereof
~are ballot compartments or pockets 3. These

compartments.- are- arranged on diametrical
lines, and ‘they.form stations at which four
In order that
one voter cannot see what character of ballot

any of the other voters are voting, hoods or
shields- 8’ are~ arranged " over the:compart- '
-ments, which' extend outwardly from the in--
- ner ends- thereof 1n an:upward: direction,

thereby permitting-the interior of each com-
partment-to- be-observed only: from: directly |

‘| 1n.front of each. This: EermitsL the individ-

ual voter to see in only- that box or-compart-
ment in which he is voting:.
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Extending from each compartment i1s g
chute, which collectively constitute what is-

termed a ¢ ‘conductor,” whereby the ballots:

are conveyed to a removable receptacle 4

during the balloting. This conductor com-

prises-a tube-or chute 5, extending from the-

anner end of each compartment in' an: in-
wardly and downwardly inclined direction,

where they unite with a single chute or tube-

extending from the-center of the box:to one

side thereof and terminating over the center
of the receptacle 4. The outer end of the:

chute 6 opens downwardly toward the recep-

70

tacle 4. The receiving ends of the tubes 5 -

and expanding inwardly into the: compart-

ments, so as to facilitate the dropping of the:
ballots into them. The laterally - inclined

~are provided with a mouthpiece 7, extending
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tube or chute 6 is supported at its inner end:

the pockets or compartments,

on the plate 8; carried on the inner ends-of

To distribute the ballots, which latter are

suttably-colored balls such as are commonly:
employed, they are emptied from the recep-

8o

tacle 4, mto which they have been deposited

during the balloting, into what is termed:
This-.comprises a funnel--
‘shaped device 9, arranged i the top 2 of the:

a ‘‘distributer.”’

box in-a central position between the several
compartments, and extending

m - a down-

wardly-inclined direction from the bottom of

the funnel are four chutes or tubular pas-
sages 10, that terminate at the lower ends in
the front of the ballot-compartments. Lo-

Q0

cated centrally between the mouth or jnlet:

ends of these four chutes is a cone 11, which
facilitates  the distributing

the ballot - compartments. Arranged over

of the ballots
more equally into the chutes and ‘thence to-
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the mouth of the funnel is a curved hood 12.
The receptacle 4 is supported in a frame 13,
that is attached at its outer end to a side wall

of the box and is suspended at its inner end

I00

by laterally-extending brackets 14 15, at-

tached to the bottoms of two diametrically
opposite ballot-compartments: The frame
13 1s-a box-like structure jn which the recep-

tacle 4 is adapted to slide in and out, and
guides 16 are provided on' the: frame, which
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receive the flanges 17, arranged along the:

upper edges-of the receptacle: The Tecep- -
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tacle slides in and out of the ballot-box | the ballot compartments, and by reason of 6 5

through an opening 18, arranged in the side

thereof.
Referring to Fig. 3, which shows the recep-

tacle 4, 19 represents the slide or lid that
closes the receptacle. This is provided with
a central opening 20, over which the discharge
~end of the chute 6 1s disposed. The long
edges of the slide are guided by the flanges
17. These flanges are formed by the metal
sides of the receptacle, which extend out-
wardly, and then bent inwardly parallel to
the outwardly-extending portion and suit-
ably spaced apart from the latter, as shown
at 22.
with an upwardly-extending flange by which
the slide may be gripped for removing 1t, and

the rear end is provided with lugs 23, ex-

tending inwardly to serve as stops adapted to
engage the front of the drawer, so as to pre-
vent the slide from being withdrawn en-
tirely. The rear of the receptacle is pro-
vided with a converging mouth 24, which 1s
controlled by the vertically - disposed and
horizontally - movable slide 26. Arranged
normally below the opening in the lhd 1s a
buffer 27 or other suitable device, upon
which the ballots are adapted to strike be-

fore dropping to the bottom of the recep--

tacle. This device is covered with a suitable
material for deadening the noise which the
‘ballots striking upon the same would other-
wisezproduce. Ixtending from the inner
surface of the side walls, at the rear ends ot

the latter, are deflector-plates 28, which

cuide the ballots into the converging mouth
as the receptacle is being emptied. The re-
ceptacle, as well as the ballot compartments
and passages of the conductor and distrib-
uter, is preferably lined with a suitable
cushioning material, such as a suitable cloth,
so as to deaden the noise which the move-
ment of the ballots would produce.
outer end of the receptacle is a grip-button
; or other device 29, whereby the receptacle
can be withdrawn from the ballot-box. The
tc_)g and bottom edges of the box are pro-
vide

d with a molding 30, which adds to the |

appearance of the device. If desired, how-
ever, the box may be ornamented to render
the appearance thereotf more pleasing. -

The construction illustrateg
ings represents a box entirely of sheet metal,
such as tin, the joints of the parts being con-
; nected by soldering or otherwise. It is ob-
~vious, however, that the device can be con-
1sj;ri10ted of wood or any other suitable mate-
rial. -
~ When a ballot 1s desired to be taken, the
ballot-box is placed in the center of the club-
room and the voters approach the same
from four diametrically opposite directions
in line with the ballot-pockets. The ballots,

The front end of the slide is provided

On the -

in the draw- i

the downward and forward incline of the

bottom of these compartments the ballots
rest at the front ends, so as to be conven-
iently picked up. As the voters reach the
ballot-box each picks up a ballot which he
desires to cast and then inserts it into the
tube of the conductor commumnicating with
his compartment, without having to with-
draw the ballot from the compartment and
probably to reveal the character of the ballot
he is voting: - This is all done under the pro-
tection of the shield or hood arranged over
cach compartment, so that absolute secrecy
is preserved. After the votes are cast the
receptacle into which they have fallenis re-
moved and the results of the balloting ascer-
tained. By withdrawing the slide at the
mmner end the receptacle is opened and the

ballots are discharged into the funnel of the

distributer, and by means of the latter they
are distributed more or less equally to the
several compartments, so that the ballot-box

is ready for the casting of the second ballot,

and so on. . | |
I have described the principle of operation
of the invention, together with the apparatus
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which I now consider to be the best embodi-

ment thereof; but I desire to have 1t under-
stood that various changes in form, propor-
tion, and certain details of construction may
be resorted to within the scope of the claims
without departing from the principle of the
invention or sacrificing any of the advantages
thereof. . -
What is claimed 15—

1. A ballot-box-comprising & plurality of-
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diametrically-disposed ballot-compartments,
hoods arranged over the same which extend .

outwardly in opposite directions with re-
spect to the same, and a receptacle adapted

to receive the ballots cast from the several

compartments.
2. A ballot-box comprising a

_ glurality of
radially-disposed compartments

or the bal-

lots, hoods extending outwardly over the

compartments and providing access to the
compartments in a radial, inward direction,

and means for receliving the ballots cast from |

the several compartments.
. .

3. A ballot-box; comprising a
radially-disposed compartments for the bal-

?lumlity of
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lots to be cast, the floors of which incline
downwardly in an outward direction from a-
central point, hoods extending in an up-

wardly-inclined direction over the compart-
ments, a receptacle, and means for conveying

120

the ballots cast from the compartments to

the receptacle.

4. A ballot-box comprising a plurality of
ballot-compartments, a common receptacle
for receiving the ballots cast from the com-
partments, and a conductor intermediate the

it will be understood, are permanently left in | compartments and the receptacle and having

125




- 1nlets:at each compartment and a common. !
‘outlet:at the receptacle. = *
5. A ballot-box comprising: a-plurality of
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ballo t-compartments, a-common receptacle
for receiving the ballots cast from'the com-

partments, and a conductor intermediatethe !

compartments and th’erece{fpta,cle}said CON-
ductor comprising a plurali
terminating in a single passage leading to the
receptacle. '

6. A ballot-box comprising a plurality of
ballot-compartments, a common receptacle
for receiving the ballots cast from the com-

‘partments, and a conductor intermediate the

compartments and the receptacle, said con-
ductor comprising a plurality of downwardly-
inclined passages communicating with the
inner ends of the compartments, and a single
passage leading from the lower ends of the
sald passages to the receptacle.

7. A ballot-box comprising a plurality of
cushion-hned ballot-compartments, a cush-
1on-lined receptacle, and a conductor inter-
mediate the two for conveying the ballots to
be cast from the compartments to therecep-
tacle, said conductor comprising a plurality
of cushion-lined passages, a cushion-lined

conical member at the discharge end of the
passages and provided with a central open-

ing, and a cushioned passage leading from
the opening of the member through the re-
ceptacle. - - | |

8. A ballot-box comprising a plurality of
ballot-compartments, and a distributer ar-
ranged to distribute the ballots to the sev-
eral compartments from a common point.

9. A ballot-box comprising a plurality of |

ballot-compartments, and a distributer ar-

ranged to distribute the ballots to the sev-

eral compartments from a common point,
sald distributer comprising a receiving mem-
ber and passages extending therefrom to the
compartments. |

10. A ballot-box comprising a plurality of
radially-disposed ballot-compartments, and
a distributer arranged to distribute the bal-

lots to the several compartments from a com--
mon point, sald distributer consisting of a

receiving member arranged centrally be-
tween the compartments, and a passage be-
tween each compartment and said member.

11. A ballot-box comprising a plurality of
radially-disposed ballot-compartments, and

a distributer arranged to distribute the bal-
lots to the several compartments from a com-

mon point, sald distributer consisting of a
MHeRshaped member supported -centrally
with respect to the compartment, and tubes
communlcating with the chamber and the
several compartments. -

12. A ballot-box comprising a plurality of
radially-disposed ballot-compartments, a re-
ceptacle for receiving the ballots voted, a
plurality of members for conveying the bal-

ty of passages !

longitudinally-movable slide therefor

lots' from the compartments to the recep-

tacle, and a distributer for distributing: the-
ballots to the compartments from the recep-
tacle; said distributer COMPriSINgG 4 receiving:

member and a plurality of conduits -between

the- chamber and the compartments which
~are closely nested among the said conveying

imembers.

13. A ballot-box comprising a frame, a -

plurality of ballot-compartments supported
thereon, a receptacle arranged on the frame,
a plurality of tubes extending from the com-

| partments, a tube arranged between the lat-

ter tubes and the receptacle, and distribut-
ing-tubes leading to the compartments.

14. A ballot-box comprising a frame, a
plurality of ballot-compartments supported
thereon, a receptacle arranged on the frame,
a plurality of tubes extending from the com-
partments; a tube arranged between the lat-
ter tubes and the receptacle, a funnel-shaped
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member carried by the frame and tubes ex-

tending from said member into the several
compartments. | |

15. A ballot-box comprising a plurality of
radially-extending ballot-compartments, a
system of tubes connected with the compart-
ments and beginning centrally between the
compartments and leading to a common
point, a receptacle removably supported un-
der the said point, said receptacle being pro-
vided with an opening for receiving the bal-

Qo0
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lots, and a noise-deadening device supported

in the receptacle and located under the open-
ing for the ballots to strike upon when enter-

ing the receptacle.

16. In a ballot-box, a ballot-receiving re-
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ceptacle comprising a box-shaped structure,

a slide on the top thereof and removable

‘therewith, a slide at. one end thereof, and a
- mouth controlled by the latter slide.

17. In a ballot-box, a receptacle compris-
Ing a rectangular box-shaped structure, a
pro-
vided with an opening for receiving the bal-
lots that are cast, a slide mounted on the end
of the box through which the receptacle is

ter slide. |
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- emptied, and a mouth controlled by the lat-

18. In a ballot-box, a receptacle compﬁs— '

ing a rectangular box-shaped structure, a

longitudinally-movable sliding cover there-
for provided with an opening for receiving

the ballots that are cast, a slide mounted on
the end of the box through which the recep-
tacle is emptied, & mouth controlled by the
latter slide, and deflector-plates arranged in

the receptacle for guiding the ballots into the
mouth.

19. Inaballot-box,a receptacle comprising

arectangular box-shaped structure, a longi-
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tudmally-movable sliding cover therefor pro-

vided with an opening for receiving the bal-
lots that are cast, a device in said structure
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arranged under the opening upon which the In testimony that 1 claim the foregoing as
ballots strike on entering the receptacle, a | my own I have hereto aflixed my signature
slide mounted on the end of the box through | in the presence of two witnesses.

which the receptacle is emptied, a mouth - GEORGE L. MURDEN.
controlled by the latter slide, and deflector- Witnesses: | L
plates arranged in the receptacle for guiding Lrewis W. EDWARDS,

the ballots into the mouth. Wirr. H. GusTIN.
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