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10 all whom 1t may concermn:

Be it known that I, Hexry HarRrIsoN

IpE, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Cornell, in the county of Livingston and
State of Illinois, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Collapsible
Crates; and I do hereby declare the follow-

1ng to be a full, clear, and exact description

of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled 1n the art to which it appertains to

‘make and use the same.

- My 1invention relates to collapsible crates;
and 1ts object i1s to provide a device of this
character which can be folded into a compact

pundle and which has novel means for hold-

ing 1t when set up and when closed.

The invention consists of a base having
straps secured thereto and extending there-
across, and each strap terminates in an angu-
lar extension, which constitutes one leaf of a
hinge. Another strap is hinged to each of
these extensions, and these extensions and
the straps hinged thereto constitute side

cleats, to which the side slats of the crate are

fastened. Straps are also hinged to the up-
per ends of the side cleats and have top slats
fastened to them, and these straps terminate
1n ahning loops adapted to receive a locking-
strip. KEnd walls consisting of cleats hinged
to the base and slats fastened on the cleats
are adapted to close the ends of the crate,
and the cleats of these end walls have tongues
which engage the end top straps. The lock-

1ng-strip 1s adapted to be fastened to the end

walls 1n any desired manner.. '
The 1mvention also consists of certain

other novel features of construction and

combination of parts, the preferred form
whereof will be hereinatter clearly described,
and poinfed out in the claims.

In the accompanying drawings I have
shown the preferred form of my invention.

In said drawings, Figure 1 is a top plan
view of the crate. Fig. 2 1s a central vertical
longitudinal section therethrough. Fig. 3 is
a section on line 3 3, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 1s a view

- similar to Fig. 3 and showing the crate col-
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lapsed. Fig. 5 1s an enlarged perspective
view of the central portion of the top and
showing the locking-strip in position there-

on, and Fig. 6 1s an enlarged vertical section

through the upper portion of one of the end
walls and the adjoiming portion of the top

and showing an end cleat engaging the top. -
Referring to the figures by numerals of

‘reference, 1 1s a base having, preferably, three | into upright position. The top portions are

|

metallic strips 2 secured thereto and extend-
Ing transversely thereof, each strap termi-
nating at its ends in upwardly-extending
brackets 3 and 4, the brackets 3 being of
ereater length than the brackets 4. Hinged
to the brackets 3 are metallic straps 5, having
parallel slats 6 permanently connected there-
to and extending the full length of the crate.
Another slat 62 1s fastened to the brackets 3,
so as to complete one of the sides of the crate.
Straps 7, similar to the straps 5, are hinged to
the brackets 4, and these straps have parallel
slats 8 permanently secured to them, and an-
other slat 82 is fastened to the brackets 4 to
complete this side of the crate. Secured to
the end straps 5 of the crate are top straps 9,
which terminate in angular loops 10, which
when the crate 1s set up lie along the vertical
longitudinal center of the crate. The me-
tallic strap 11, which is connected to the
middle side strap on cleat 5, does not termi-
nate in a loop, but instead is flat throughout

1ts length and is adapted to extend just past -

the longitudinal center of the crate. Top
straps 12, similar to the strap 9, are hinged to
the end straps 7 of the crate, and a top strap
13, which 1s hinged to the intermediate strap
7 of the crate, terminates in a loop 14, which
when the crate 1s set up alines with' the loops
10.  The straps 9 and 13 have slats 15 per-
manently connected to them, and slats 16
are also permanently connected to the straps
12 and 11. - No slat, however, is secured to
the ends of the top straps 9, 11, 12, and 13.
The end top straps 9 and 12 have openings
17 therein, mnto which project tongues 18,
lormed at the upper ends of cleats 19, which
are hinged at their lower ends to the base 1,
as shown at 20. Fastened to these end
cleats are slats 21, said slats and cleats con-
stituting the end walls of the crate. Keep-
ers 22, preferably in the form of staples, are
secured to the outer faces of the upper slats

21 at the centers thereof, and these keepers

are adapted to engage hasps 23, hinged to
the ends of a locking-strip 24, which is adapt-
od to be inserted into the alining loops by
placing the hasps in engagement with the
staples and then fastening them in any de-
sired manner. The lower slat 6 of the crate
nas staples 25 extending from its ends for a
purpose heremnafter set forth.

When 1t is desired to set up the crate, the
side and top portions thereof are swung up-
ward, after which the end walls are swung
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then swung downward, so as to allow the
tongues 18 of end cleats 19 to extend into the
openings 17. After the parts have assumed
these positions the loops 10 and 14 will be 1n
alinement. The locking-strip 24 i1s then 1n-
serted through the loops and the hasps 23
are secured to their keepers 22. The crate
can therefore be shipped without being

opened.

To collapse the crate the locking-strip 24 1s
first unfastened and removed, after which the
end wallsarefolded upon the base, and theside
slats 8 and top slats 16 are swung into posi-
tiontherecover. Theotherside andtopsection
are then folded downward, after which the
locking-strip 24 is inserted through the loops
10 and 1s held in place by securing the hasps
thereon to the staples 25 on the lower slat 6.

What I claim 15—

1. In a collapsible crate, the combination
with a bottom having side and end walls con-

nected thereto and adapted to fold thereon;

of tongues upon the end walls, cover-sections
hinged to the side walls and adapted to be
engaged by the tongues, loops formed with
the cover-sections and adapted to. aline, the
middle loop being provided ttpon one of the
cover-sections, while the end loops are pro-
vided upon the opposite cover-sections, and
a locking-strip extending through the loops.

2. In a collapsible crate, the combination’

with a base having side and end walls con-
nected thereto and adapted to fold thereon;
of straps hinged to the side walls and adapt-
ed to overlap at their meeting ends, said
straps terminating in loopsadapted to aline,
the loop of the middle strap being opposed to
the loops of the end straps, a locking-strip
seated within said loops, and means for se-
curing said strip within one of the loops when
the crate is either set up or collapsed. |

3. In a collapsible crate, the combination

with a base having straps secured thereto
and terminating in brackets; of side straps

hinged to the brackets, top straps hinged to

the side straps and adapted to overlap at

their meeting ends, said straps terminating |

——
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in loops adapted to aline, the loop of the
middle strap being opposed to the loops of
the end straps, slats secured to the straps and
brackets and constituting the side walls and

cover-sections of the crate, end walls hinged

to the base, and means for engaging the
loops to lock the cover-sections upon the end
walls. . “

4. In a collapsible crate, the combination
with a base having straps secured thereto
and terminating in brackets; of side straps
hinged to the brackets, top straps hinged to
the side straps and adapted to overlap at
their meeting ends, said straps terminating
in loops adapted to aline, the loop ol the

middle strap being opposed to the loops of

the end straps, slats secured to the stralps and
brackets and constituting the side wall
cover-sections of the crate, end walls hinged
to the base, tongues upon the end walls
adapted to engage the top straps, and a se-
curing-strip adapted to be seated within the
loops to lock the cover-sections upon the end
walls. I
5. In a collapsible crate, the combination
with a base having straps secured thereto and
terminating in brackets; of side straps hinged

to the brackets, top straps binged to the side

straps and adapted to overlap at their meet-
ing ends, said straps terminating 1n loops
adapted to aline, the loop of the middle strap
being opposed to the loops of the end straps,
slats secured to the straps and brackets and
constituting the side walls and cover-sections
of the crate, end walls hinged to the base,
tongues upon the end walls adapted to en-
ocage the top straps, a securing-strip adapted
to be seated within the loopstolock the cover-
sections upon the end walls, and means for
securing the locking-strip to the end walls.
In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. |

HENRY HARRISON IDE.

Witnesses:
J. I, SHACKUKET,
NELSON LINDQUIST.
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