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Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux WiLFrED DAL-
TON, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Sandwich, in the county of Barnstable and
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improve-
ments i Breeches-Buoys, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification.

This invention has for its object the im-
provement of the breeches-buoy and the pro-
vision of means whereby the operation of the
same may be made more certain and efli-
cient. J

It 1s a matter of great difficulty in using
the breeches-buoy under certain conditions
for the life -saving crew on shore to tell
whether the breeches-buoy is occupied after
1t has been hauled out to the wreck. It
sometimes happens that after being sent out
the breeches-buoy will be started ashore
agaln before the passenger has had an oppor-
tunity to reach and enter it. To this end I
have devised a certain means for signaling
when the passenger takes his place in the
breeches-buoy by the automatic change of
the light with which the buoy is equipped.

The construction and arrangement of the
light and buoy will be more fully disclosed in
the specification which follows and in the
drawings which form a part thereof, in
which— |

Kigure 1 1s a view of a breeches-buoy, par-
tially in section, equipped with my device;
and 1g. 2 1s a view of my light with the front
removed.

1 1s the usual ring of the traveler-block
from which the breeches-buoy 2, provided
with the breeches 3, is suspended by the
lanyards 4.

5 1s a source of light suspended, preferably,
from the ring of the traveler-block directly
over the. breeches-buoy. This source of
light may be of any sort, that shown being a

storage-battery lamp having an incandescent

bulb 6.

7 1s a color-screen mounted on an arm 8
pivoted at 9. The arm 8 is weighted at 10
to maintain 1t normally in a displaced posi-
tion, and a spring 11, connected at one end

to the opposite end 14 of the arm 8 and at the

other end to a pin 12 on the lamp, assists and
makes more certain the return of the arm to
displace the screen.

‘T

lever. The pull 13 passes out through the
bottom of the lamp and is guided through a
tube 15 along one of the lanyards 4 to the buoy
2, across which 1t 1s stretched and attached
to the opposite side. This disposes across
the seat of the breeches a loop 13/, raised
slightly above the same, so that when a pas-
senger enter the breeches the loop 13’ will be
depressed and the pull operated to move the
arm 8 and bring the screen 7 over the light 6.
IT the light 6, therefore, is a white light and
the screen 7 is a red screen, as soon as the
breeches are occupied the light 5 will change
irom a white to a red light and remain red
as long as the passenger is seated in the buoy.
As soon as the passenger, however, is re-
moved irom the buoy and the pressure is
taken from the loop 13’ the weighted lever
will drop, displacing the red screen and dis-
playing the white light. ..
1t 1s obvious that the pull may be of other
constructions than that shown and the ar-
rangement of light and screen may be modi-
fied, 1t only being necessary that the light be
varled and that the change be brought about
by some connection operated by the occu-
pancy of the breeches by a passenger.

What I therefore claim, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, 1s— |

1. In a breeches-buoy, a source of light and
means for changing the color of the light
when the breeches are occupied.

‘2. Inabreeches-bouy, asource of light, and
an operative connection with the breeches
for changing the color of the light when the
breeches are occupied. |

3. In a breeches-buoy, a source of light and
means lor modilfying the light when the
breeches are occupied. - |

4. In a breeches-buoy, a source of light, a
screen for said light and means connected
with said breeches for operating the screen
when the breeches are occupied. -

5. In a breeches-buoy, the combination
with the breeches, of a source of light, a nor-
mally displaced screen, and an operative con-
nection between the breeches and the said
screen whereby said light will be covered by
sald screen when sald breeches are occupied.

6. In a breeches-buoy, the combination
with the breeches, of a source of light, a
screen, and operating means connected with
sald screen whereby said screen will be

13 1s a pull attached to the end 14 of the | moved when said breeches are occupied.
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7. In a'breeches-buoy, the combination of } 9. In a breeches-buoy, the combination of
a source of light, a normally displaced screen, | & source of light, a normally displaced screen,
and an operative connection between said | and a pull connecting said screen with the L5
screen and the breeches whereby said screen breeches and adapted to move said screen
5 will be moved over said licht when the | over said light when the breeches are occu-

breeches are occupied. - pied.
8. In a breeches-buoy, the combination ; In testimony whereof I affix my s1gnature
with the breeches, of a source of light, a ! in presence of two witnesses.
screen, anda a pull connected with said screen JOHN WILFRED DALTON.
10 and dlsposed across the breecheswherebysaid | Witnesses:
screen will be moved when said breeches are | Warter L. CANN,

occupied. . . , Wwm. B. Poog.
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