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To il whonv it 1wy coneern:

Beit known that we, Ross MEckLING BOow-
sEr and HARRY MILFORD BOWS ER, clilzens
of the United States, residing at Renhew n

5 the county of Butler and State of Penns} I-
vania, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Display-Racks; and we do
hereby declare the following to be a full, clear,

and exact description of the 111Ve11t1011 such
to aswill enable others skilled in the art to which

1t appertains to make and use the same.

Our invention relates to display-racks, and
is more particularly a device for holding
poultry-netting and other wire fabrics and

5 he&vy fibrous tabrlcs such as lioleum, car-
pet, &e.

The object of the invention is to provide
neans tor conveniently storing rolls of fabric
1n a compact space at pomtb where they can

20 be conveniently reached.

A still further object 1s to provide means
for preventing the rolls from unwinding and
for enabling the user to casily mark off 1 upon
the unrolled str 1p the pomt at which the same

2t 1S to be severed.

With the above and other objects 1n view
the invention consists of a frame suitably
supported and having means whereby oppo-
site sides thereof can be de tachably engaged

30 by rolls adapted to extend through rolls of
fabric. TEach of these rolls of the frame has
means secured adjacent to 1t for preventing
the fabric from unwinding, and a ruler or
‘blade 1s also adapted to be. supported upon

35 each 1011 of material to enable the same to be
marked off at proper intervals.

The invention also consists of certain other
novel features of construction and combina-
tion of parts which will be hereinafter more

4o fully descrlbed and pointed out i the claims.

In the accompanvlnﬂ drawings we have
shown the preferred form of our invention.

In said drawings, Iigure 1 1s a perspective
view of the device, showing a roll of fabric 1n

45 position thereon.
verse section throuoh one of the sutlw of the

rack.

Referring to the ficures by numerals of
reference, { and 2 are side bars, connected at

50 the top and bottom by crobs—stnps 3. The
side bar 2 has apertures 4 therein at inter-
vals, and a wear - plate 5 1s mounted lon-
Uitu(hn&ll“r upon the immner face of the strip 2

a,nd also has apertures 6, which register with | The roll of fabric, mounted between the plate

| the apertures 4.

F1e. 2 1san enlarged trans-

These apertures are adapt-
ed to receive the necks 7 of rolls 8, and the

other necks of these rolls project into oTOovVes

9, which are formed withmn the 1nner “face of
the side st 1p 1 and are spaced apart the same
cdistances as are the apertures 4. Secured to
the forward edges of the side strips 1 and 2
are spring- SLI’lpb 10, terminating in hooks 11.

These hooks are so dlspose,d in relation to the’

rolls 8 that when a roll of fabrie 12 1s placed

on any of the rolls S the hooked strips 10 will

lie adjacent the ends of the roll 12. The
hooks 11 of the strips constitute bearings for
small retaining-rolls 13, which bear on the
rolls 1
14, w hich project into a channeled blade 15,
havmﬂ an inwardly - extending flange 1()
whicly is adapted to press on the roll 12. A
longitudinally-slotted plate 17 1s connected
to the lower portion ol each side strip 1 and 2
by means of a pin 18, which projects through
the slot, and one end of each plate 17 has an
angular slot 19 therein, which 1s adapted to
receive themeck of the lower roll 8. A cross-
bar 20 connects the side strips, adjacent the
center thereof, and has a supporting leg or
brace 21 hinged to 1t and adapted to be se-
cured in proper relation to the bottom of the
frame by means of a rod 22

In using this rack a roll S is &daptod to be
placed 1n each aperture 4 and groove 9, and
cach roll may constitute a support for a roll
of fabric, such as wire-netting, carpet, lino-
leum, &c. When the fabrie-roll 12 is in POSI-
tion, it will be prevented from unwinding,
because the strips 10 press the retaimning-r olls
13 thereon. Wherr it is desired to unwind a
portion of the roll 12, the same 1s grasped at
1ts 1ree end and pulled with suflicient pres-
sure to overcome the resistance otlfered by
rolls 13, and after the proper length has been
unwound a knife or pencil can be drawn
along the flange 16 of blade 15, so as to prop-
erlv mark the places where the fabric is to be

cut.

Should the rolls 8 be too large to insert
within a roll of fabric, a small IOd can be
placed within the roll of fabric and then the
rod can be p
slotted ends of plate 17 ‘Whlbh are adapted to
be swung outward, as Shown in dotted lines.
The roll oi fa.bl 1¢ can then be unwound from
the rod therein and upon one of the rolls 8.

laced 1n engagement with the
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12, and frmn each 1‘011 13 extend hooks -
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17, should of course be provided with a re-
taining-roll 13 and its supporting spring-
strips 10 for retarding the unwinding of the
roller. The flange 16 of blade 15 may, if de-
sired, be in the form of a knife, whereby thin
fabrics can be severed by pulling 1t there-
Ao a1nst. |

Having thus fully described our mvention,
what we claim as new, and desire to secure by ;

Letters Patent, 15— _
1. The combination with the side strips

orooved and apertured respectively, of rolls
having one end in an aperture and the other
end in a groove, spring-strips secured at their

upper ends to the forward edges of the side

strips and at their free ends having hooks

forming bearings, retaining-rolls held 1 said |

hooks, hooks projecting from said rolls and a
channeled blade into which the said hooks
engage, sald rolls and blade bearing against

- the Tabric on the rolls.
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2. The combination with the side strips
orooved and apertured respectively, of rolls
having one end in an aperture and the other
end in a groove, spring-strips secured at their
upper ends to the forward edges of the side
strips and depending substantially parallel
therewith and at their lower ends having
hooks forming bearings, retaining-rolls held
in said hooks, hooks projecting from said rolls,
and a channeled blade-into which the said
hooks engage, said rolls and blade bearing
against the fabric on the rolls, and the blade
having an inwardly-extending flange.

In testimony whereof we have signed our
names to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. | '

- ROSS MECKLING BOWSER.
HARRY MILFORD BOWSER.
Witnesses: - -
J. W. KALTENBACH,:
C. C. GiLBY.
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