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1o all whom Tt may conceri: . |

Be 1t known that I, Epwarp C. RippLE, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
Portland, in the county: of Multnomah and
State of Oregon, have Invented a new and
useful Improvement in Envelop and Package
a speci-

fication.

My invention has for its object to obtain 8
simply-constructed and eflicient device to be,

attached to the flap and body of an envelop
or other case and by which the flap can be se-
curely fastened, so that 1t cannot be undone

- without mutilating the envelop or case, and
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thus exhibiting evidence of having been
tampered with. | f

I carry my invention into effect as illus-
trated 1 the accompanying drawings, here-
by referred to as a part of this specification
and herein fully deseribed and claimed.

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows a partial
view of a common envelop having my fas-
tener attached thereto. Fig. 2 is a longitu-
dinal partial section of the body of the en-
velop and the flap, illustrating the manner in
which my fastener operates. Fig. 3 shows
an enlarged detail of the staple part of my
device, which is attached to the flap orcover
of the envelop or case. TFig. 4 shows a per-
spective section of the locking-plate which is
attached to the body of the envelop or case;

and Kig. 5 shows a modification in the con- |

struction of the staple, which will be fully
explained in the body of this specification.

The letters designate the parts referred to.

My fastener comprises a staple ¢, which 1s
to be inserted through the flap or cover of the
envelop or case, as illustrated in Fig. 2, and
consists of a strip of metal, the ends of which
are shaped as shown and the extremities ¢’ f”
thereof being turned back to constitute
hooks.

In making the staple ¢ the same is formed
as shown in Fig. 3. After the same has been
so mserted through the flap or cover the ends
may be flattened approximately as shown in
dotted outline in Fig. 3.

To the body of the envelop or case is fas-
tened a plate d, having tongues ¢ ¢’ cut out of
1ts middle part and provided with prongs A4
at 1ts ends. This plate is secured to the un-
cder side of the body b by driving the prongs

h 4 through the material of the body and |

‘the flap of the envelop may then be pressed
down, so as to lie flat against the body of the

| bending the same over to aflix the plate d 1n

place, as illustrated in Figs. 1 and 2. 'The
body b must also be made with perforations

7k, correspending with the ends of the
tongues ¢ ¢, through which perforations the
extremities of the staple ¢ are to be inserted,

as 1Hlustrated 1in Fig. 2.

. In fastening the flap to the body of the en-
velop all required to be done 1s to cause the

extremities e f of the staple to enter the per-

forations 7 k of the body of the envelop.

Said extremities of the staple will freely pass
the ends of the tongues'qg ¢’ of the plate d, and

envelop. It is now apparent that the mo-

‘ment an attempt is made to lift the flap the
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hook-like extremities ¢’ ' would-engage with

the ends of the tongues g ¢' and render the

opening of the envelop impossible without

mutilation. -
- Instead of making the extremities of the
staple ¢ as illustrated in ig. 3 such extremi-

ties could be made as shown in Fig. 5, the

modification consisting in providing the ends
of the staple (represented by d’) with cut-out
inwardly-projecting prongs /, which would
engage with the ends of the prongs ¢g ¢’ of the
plate d, substantially as explained with re-
card to the operation of the hook-like ex-
tremities ¢’ f”. '

While in the drawings the interlocking
devices are considerably exaggerated, yet no
matter how small such devices be made 1n
actual practice the extremities of the staple
¢, whether made with hooks ¢ ' or with
prongs {, will be adapted to engage and eili-
ciently interlock with the ends of the tongues
g ¢’ of the plate d. '

In order to strengthen the envelop or case,
that portion of the flap and body to which
the staple ¢ and the plate d is to be affixed
may be reintorced by an additional strip of
paper or cloth, as commonly done for other
purposes. It is also to be observed that the
shoulders of the projecting hook-like members
¢’ ' on the extremities of the staple are
formed some distance back, so as. to leave
portions ¢, which bear against the plate d,
and prevent the tongues ¢ ¢’ being forcibly
pulied through, as otherwise there might be
danger of doing when the envelop is being
tampered with.
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2.

In the modified structure (shown in Fig.
5) the portion m operates In the same man-

ner as the portions ¢’/

Having fully described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-

ent, is—

1. As a new article of manufacture, a fas-
tener comprising a tongue-plate adapted to
be fastened to the body of a case and made
with oppositely-extending tongues ¢ ¢/, being
integral parts cut out of the center of the
plate and a staple, adapted to be fastened to
the cover of the case and to be used in con-
nection with said tongue-plate, said staple
comprising members e f the extremities of

which are made with hooks adapted to en-

cage with the ends of sald tongues of the
tongue-plate; the shoulders of said hooks be-
ing formed some distance from the extremi-
ties of said members, so as to leave portions
like e’/ projecting beyond said hooks, and
adapted to bear against the under side of the
ends of the tongue-plate and thereby prevent
the tongues of the latter being forcibly pulled
up, when the fastening is being tampered
with.

2. As a new article of manufa,cture a Tas-
tener comprising a tongue-plate adapted to
be fastened to the body of a case and made
with oppositely-extending tongues ¢ ¢’, being
integral parts cut out of the center of the pl&te
the extremities of which are shghtly curved
downward, to facilitate the interlocking of
the parts, and a staple, adapted to be Tas-
tened to the cover of the case and to be used
In connection with said tongue-plate, said
staple comprising members ¢ f the extremi-
ties of which are made with hooks adapted to

be
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engage with the ends of said tongues of the
tongue - plate; the shoulders of said hooks

being formed some distance from the ex-
tremities of said members, so as to leave por-
tions like ¢/’ projecting beyond said hooks,
and adapted to bear against the under side
of the ends of the tongue—-plate and thereby
prevent the tongues of the latter being forci-
bly pulled up, when the fastening 1s being
tampered with.

3. As a new article of manutacture, a fas-
tener comprising a tongue-plate adapted to
fastened to the body
with oppositely-extending tongues ¢ ¢’, being
integral parts cut out of the center of the
plate; and a staple, adapted to be fastened to
the cover of the case and to be used in con-
nection with said tongue-plate, said staple
comprising members ¢ f the extremities of

which are made with means adapted to en-

cgage with the ends of said tonﬂues of the
tongue-plate; the shoulders of said engaging
means being formed some distance from the
extremities of said members, so as to leave
portions like ¢ projecting beyond said en-
cgaging means, and adapted to bear against
the under side of the ends of the tongue-plate
and thereby prevent the tongue of the latter
being foreibly pulled up, when the fastening
1s being tampered with.

In testlmony whereof I have hereunto af-
fixed my signature in the presence of two
withesses.

EDWARD C. RIDDLE.

Witnesses:
T. J. GEISLER,
H. V. Apix.
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of a case and made
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