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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HARLEY SicAL KLLIS,

g, citizen of the United States, and a resident .

of Greenville, in the county of Hunt and
State of Texas, have invented an Improve-
ment in Indicators, of which the following 1s
a specification. o -

My invention 1s an 1mpr ovemént n that

 class of indicators which are adapted for do-

IO

mestic use in ordering groceries and other
commeodities. .: '

The invention is embodied in a plate made

- of any suitable material and having its edge
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- resenting the back of the same.

provided with notches which are arranged
opposite peripheral spaces bearing the names
o? different groceries or other articles and &
series of knobs, buttons, or other devices hav-
ing shanks adapted to enter such notches and
wires or equivalent means for holding the
said devices in such manner that they may be
turned over the edge of the plate, and thus
by their position on the front or back of the
same to indicate particular articles or com-
modities which it 1s desired to order. |
The details of construction, arrangement,
and combination of parts are as heremafter
described, and shown in the accompanying
drawings, in which— o
Figure 1 is a face view of my improved in-
dicator or grocery-list. Fig. 2 is a view rep-
Fig. 31san
edge view. Fig. 4is a cross-section of a por-

~ tion of the indicator, taken at the edge of the
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same. Fig. 5 is a view illustrating the trans-
fer of a button or indicating
front to the back of the notched plate.

A indicates the plate, which may bein ellip-

 tical or other form .and formed of any suit-

able material, preferably cardboard or paste-

board. The edge of the plate 1s provided

with a_series of notches or open slots @, and
divectly opposite each notch or slot 1s a space

- wherein is printed the name of an article usu-
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ally found on a grocer’s list—for example,
lemons, mince-meat, condensed milk, mus-

tard, meal, molasses, macaroni. Wires B or

equivalents, such as cords or strings, extend

. around the periphery of the plate adjacent to
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the edge and on each side of the same. Such

wires pass through the eyes of the buttons or
other Indicating devices C, said eyes being of

sufficient diasmeter to extend through the

notches, so as to easily embrace the wires, as
indicated in Fig. 4. It is apparent that the

eyes ¢ of the indicators constitute the sole |

means for holding the wires in the position

device from the

“seribed with

1 indicated in the several ficures, and it will be

further apparent that the flexibility and to
some extent the elasticity of the wires enable
them to be shifted inward and outward on
the plate A to a slight degree, as indicated 1n
Fig. 5, so that the buttons or indicators C

6o

may be drawn radially outward and carried

over the edge of the plate from front to back,
and vice versa. Thus if the list of groceries

in hand lacks any particular article or com-

modity indicated on the face of the plate A
the buttons or indicators C opposite the
names of these articles will be turned over

‘the edge and on the back of the plate, and by

such position it will be indicated what arta-
cles require to be ordered: For mnstance, m
Fig. 1 the buttons opposite the names
‘““Meal,” ““Molasses,” ‘‘Oranges,”’ ‘‘ Pepper,”
‘““Teas,” ‘‘Pickles,” ‘‘Rice,” ‘‘Sugar,” and
‘“Vegetables’” on the right-hand side of the
Fla,te A hgve been turned on the back of the

atter, and the same is true of the indicators
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opposite the words ‘‘Crackers,” ‘‘Cheese,’”

“‘Cooking-oil,” ‘‘Extracts,” ‘‘Feed,” and

the appearance of the back of the plate when

buttons or indicators C are turned in this

manner to indicate articles requiring to be or-

dered. . '

The indicator may be suspéndéd.bjr 8 loog '

@', which may be an extension of the wires
or otherwise, as preferred. The wires are in

- this instance passed through eyelets at the
‘upper .and lower ends of the plate A, and

thus firmly secured to the latter under the
requisite tension. The indicator 1s very use-
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“‘Grits,” on the opposite or left-hand side of
the plate A. Figs. 2 and 3 serve to illustrate
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ful forits purpose and ornamental In appear-

ance. _ It may be very cheaply produced,
and thus sold at a low price, and the mdica-
tors may be manipulated or adjusted as de-
oreat facility. '
- What I claim 1s— -
1. The improved indicator for the purpose
specified comprising a plate having 1ts edge
provided with notches and a corresponding

‘series of indicators proper having eyed shanks

adapted to enter said notches, and wires, or

- e?mvalents, extending along the edges of the

plate and through the eyes of the indicators

‘proper, substantially as described.

2. The improved indicator fcr the purpose
specified, comprising a plate having a series
of peripheral notches, indicators provided
Wit}I:i eyes adapted to enter said notches and

being of greater diameter than the thickness
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ro notches, and a like series of indicators in the

b2

of the plate at the edge, and means for secur-

1ing the eyes to the plate in such manner that
they may be adjusted from front to back,
and vice versa, of the plate, substantially as
described. '

3. The improved indicator for the purpose

specifled, comprising a plate having a serles
of peripheral notches, a corresponding series

of names of articles arranged opposite the

form of buttons, or knobs, having eyes adapt-

e
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ed to enter said notches, and wires extending
on both sides of the plate adjacent to the
edge thereof and through the eyes of the in-
aicators, whereby the latter are held elas-
tically in place on either front or back of the
plate and may be readily shifted from one po-

sition to the other, substantially as described.
| HARLEY SIGAL ELLIS.

Witnesses:
I'. D. STARNES,
J. W. RoBERTS. -
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