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- UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

CHARLES BRISTOW, OF ADDINGTON, CHRISTCHURCH, NEW ZEALAND.

SEED-SOWER.

No. 837,542,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented Dec; 4, 1906.

Application filed April 25,1905, Serial No, 257,382,

To all whom it may concern:

- Be 1t known that I, CuarLEs BrisTow, a
subject of His Majesty the King of Great
Britain and Ireland, residing at 2 Macaulay
street, Addington, Christchurch, in the Pro-
vinclal District of Canterbury, in the Colony
of New Zealand, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Seed-Sowers, of
which the following is a specification.
The mvention relates to apparatus em-
ployed in connection with seed-drills and
similar agricultural implements for the pur-
pose of regulating the sowing of seed.

10O

My 1invention provides an apparatus ;

whereby seeds of one kind may be sown in-
dividually at one and the same time that
seeds of another kind are sown broadcast.
Thus, for example, turnip-seeds may be
sown one by one jointly and simultaneously
‘with the broadcast sowing of rape-seed. By
sowing 1n this manner, as is well known to
argiculturists, the rape grows up and protects
the turnip - plants from the ravages of flies.

Individual sowing or broadcast sowing
may either of them be carried out independ-
ently. For this purpose a hollow drum is
revolubly mounted within a shell which is
fixed beneath the main seed -hopper. The
drum has a number of holes in its periphery
for sowing seeds individually, each of said
holes recerving a seed and carrying it to a
discharge - opening in said shell. A ‘wheel
revolving within the drum has a plurality of
projections fitting the holes referred to in the
drum, whereby seed 1s forced out which
otherwise might be inclined to remain in the
holes. The drum is provided with a ring of
laterally-projecting studs by which the seeds
are delivered to an orifice at the bottom of
the apparatus and sown broadcast.

The seeds are stored in a main seed-hopper
which extends from side to side of the imple-
ment and 1s provided with partitions for
separating the different kinds of seeds. A
diaphragm in the apparatus coincides with a
partition of the main hopper, whereby seeds
Irom one side of the partition descend to the
holes in the drum and seeds on the other side
of the partition fall upon the projecting
5o studs. _

The mnvention also comprises other details

and arrangement of parts, as hereinafter
fully described, and set forth in the clains.
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I will now particularly describe my inven- | through

]

1 6.

drum.

tion by the aid of the accompanying draw- 55
Ines, wherein— |

Kigure 1 1s a near-side elevation; Fig. 2, a
front end view; Fig. 3, an off-side elevation:
Fig. 4,a rearend view. Ifig. 5isa plan. TFig.
6 1s a sectional elevation on line A A, Fig. 5.
Fig. 7 1s an end sectional elevation on line B
B, Iig. 6. Iig. 8 is a vertical section on line
¢ C, Fig. 5, of the apparatus removed from
the main hopper. Fig. 9 is an end elevation
of the shackle and ejector-wheel. Fig. 10 is
an end perspective elevation of the seed-
Ifig. 11 1s a near-side elevation, and
Ifig. 12 an end sectional elevation, of the ap-
paratus in position on a main seed-hopper.

Similar numerals of reference indicate the
same parts throughout the figures.

The shell 1 in the form of a short cylinder
with 1ts axis horizontal has the integrally-
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Tormed seed-hopper 37, which has the ears 2

and 3, by means of which 1t is secured be-
neath the bottom 39 of the main seed-hopper

40. (See If1gs.. 11 and 12.)
A feed-drum (clearly shown in the per-

75

spective view, Fig. 10) comprises a disk 4,

having upon one side a laterally-projecting 8o

tflange 5 upon its circumferential periphery,
which revolves within the shell, and upon the
other side a ring of laterally-projecting studs
The boss 7, projecting from each side of
the disk, takes its bearing in a hole bored in
the side 38 mtegral with the shell and in a
similar hole bored 1n a cap 8, which forms a
cover for the opposite side of the shell. A
square hole 9 through the boss receives a
similarly - sided spindle which is driven
through suitable gearing (not shown) by the
forward travel of the implement and is used
to revolve a whole series of feed-drums se-
cured to the bottom of the hopper 40.

The flange 5 is provided with a series of
holes 10, each hole bemng of diameter just
sufficiently large to allow a turnip-seed to
pass through, the thickness of the flange be-
Ing approximate to the diameter of a turnip-
seed.

The seed-hopper 37 at the top of the shell
and mtegral therewith has a vertical longitu-
dinal diaphragm 12, dividing it into two com-
partments, one compartment admitting tur-
nip-seed or the like to the flange 5, each hole
therein receiving one seed and carrying it to
an orifice 13 at the bottom of the shell,
which 1t passes to the ordinary de-
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‘shown in Kigs. 11 and 12.

by hooks 45.

2.

livery-tube of the implement. (Not shown.)

The other compartment admits rape or the

like seed to the interior of the shell upon one
side of the seed-drum which has the studs 6,
from whence the seed is delivered through an
orifice 14. The main hopper 40 for carrying
the seeds to be sown is divided 1nto compart-
ments by partitions, one of which, 41, is

The partition
rests upon the bottom 39 of the hopper 40
and has a part 42 extending into a hole 43
through the bottom 39 till it meets and coin-
cides with the diaphragm 12 of the hopper

37, so that seeds on one side of the partition

fall to the holes 10 and seeds on the other
side fall to the projecting studs 6.

When it is desired to use the apparatus for
sowing one kind of seed only, I provide a
cover 15, pivoted upon a cross-spindle 16
and operable by a handle 17 and adapted to
close one or other of the compartments by
sliding it when raised, as shown by dotted
lines in Fig. 8, along said spindle, whereby
when sowing turnip-seed the rape-sowing
side of the apparatus may be shut off, and
vice versa. | ;

The main hopper 40 is raised when 1t 1s de-
sired to slide the cover 15 on its spindle 16,
and for this purpose the hopper is connected
to the bottom 39 by hinges 44 and secured
By leaving the cover 15
raised, as shown by dotted lines in Fig. 8,
seeds will be simultaneously sown individu-

ally and broadcast, as previously described. .

"The cap 8 has a laterally-projecting tlange
18, which fits the internal circumference of
the flange 5 of the drum and extends beneath
the holes 10 and is continued around the
drum to the orifice 13, the seed being thereby
kept in the holes 10 during the revolution of
the drum until said holes come successively
into correspondence with the orifice 13.

An adjustable brush consisting of bristles
19, secured within a hollow boss 20, made in-
tegral with a plate 20?, is secured to the top
of the hopper by a screw 20° and passing
through a hole 20° bears upon the circumdter-
ence of the flange 5 and clears any in excess
of one seed from each hole. |
. Bach of the holes has a small beveled chan-
nel 21 in the face of the flange 5 to facilitate
the wiping out of superfluousseed. The shell
has a slot 20¢ to allow dirt accumulating be-
hind the brush to pass away. |

A shackle 22, journaled upon the boss 7
within. the shell, carries a stud 23, upon
which is revolubly mounted an ejector, con-
sisting of a small wheel 24, having projec-
tions 25 upon its circumference, the projec-
tions being arranged at the same distance
apart as the holes 10 and adapted to pass
into each of said holes in succession to assist

oravity in discharging the seed from the
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holes.

—

By referring to Fig. 6 it will behsee]i that |

837,542

one of the projections 25 is just entering one
of the holes 10 immediately after the saia
hole has passed beyond the end of the flange
18. A small seed 1s thereby prevented from
falling into the interior of the drum. '

A projection 26 from the shackle fits into a
similarly-shaped hole 27 in the shell to main-
tain the shackle in position. The projection

also fits laterally into a recess 28, formed 1n
‘the circumference of the cap, any possibility

of the cap turning with the revolution of the
seed-drum being thereby prevented. -'

An orifice 29, opening into both compart-
ments, is provided for the withdrawal of seed
from the hopper when desired. This orifice
is covered by a shutter 30, which is pivoted
upon the spmdle 16 and operable by a lever
31, the end of a wire spring 32 bearing
acainst a projection 33 from said lever and
normally keeping the shutter closed.

The cap is secured to the shell
wire-spring hooks 34, which pass through

eyes 35 upon the shell (their ends bemng bent

apart to prevent them from being drawn

through the eye) and hook at their other ends

over small bosses 36, projecting from the
face of the cap.

by the bent
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- Grooves 382 are made in the faces' of the

boss of the drum for oiling purposes. _

What I claim, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent of the United States, 1s—

1. In an a%paratus for the purpose indi-
cated in combination a shell, a feed-drum
revolubly mounted therein and having a cir-
cumferential flange, a series of holes through
said flange each of a size adapted to receive
one of the seeds to be sown, a cap forming a
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cover for one end of the shell, a laterally-

projecting flange upon the cap and adapted

to fit part of the internal circumference of
the feed-drum; a shackle centered loosely
upon the boss of the feed-drum, a stud pro-
jecting therefrom, a wheel revolubly mount-

105

ed upon said stud and projections from the

circumference of said wheel adapted to enter
in succession each of the holes in the feed-
drum substantially as and for the purposes
herein described. I -
2. In an apparatus for the purpose indi-
cated an ejector comprising a shackle cen-
tered loosely upon the boss of a feed-drum
having a stud upon which revolves a small
wheel, said wheel carrying projections upon
its circumference made to pitch with holes
perforated through said feed-drum substan-
tially as and for the purposes herein specified.

ITO
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3. In an apparatus for the purpose indi-

cated in combination, a shell, a feed-drum.
fitting said shell and revoluble therein, said
drum comprising a disk having a laterally-
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projecting flange upon its circumferential

periphery, a boss projecting from each side
of said disk and journaled on one side m a

hole in the side of the shell, a cap adapted to

close the opposite side of the shell, and to
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form a bearing for the boss on the other side
of the disk, said cap having a laterally-pro-
jecting flange adapted to fit part of the in-
ternal eircumference of the feed-drum, the
feed-drum having a series of holes each of a
size to contain one of the seeds to be sown,
substantially as and for the purposes herein
spectiied. |

4. In an apparatus for the purpose indi-
cated 1 combination a shell, a feed-drum
fitting said shell and revoluble therein, said

feed-drum having a flange upon its circum-

terential periphery with holes in said flange

each adapted to carry one of the seeds to be
sown, and said feed-drum having also a ring
of studs projecting laterally from its face
and means for supplying seed to the holes in
the feed-drum and to the side of the drum
which carries the lateral projections; a shell
having orifices near the bottom for the dis-
charge of seed substantially as and for the
purposes herein described.

5. In an apparatus for the purpose indi-
cated a shell a feed-drum revoluble therein,
sald feed-drum comprising a disk having a
ring of laterally-projecting studs with means
tor revolving said feed-drum, the shell hav-
ing apertures for admission and delivery of
seed. substantially as and for the purposes
deseribed. |

6. In an apparatus for the purpose indi-

i,

3

cated in combination a shell, a feed-drum
revolubly mounted therein and having a cir-
cumterential flange, a series of holes through
said flange each of a size adapted to receive
one of the seeds to be sown, a cap forming a
cover for one end of the shell, a laterally-
projecting flange upon the cap and adapted
to fit part of the internal circumference of
the feed-drum; a shackle centered loosely
upon the boss of the feed-drum, a stud pro-
Jecting therefrom, a wheel revolubly mount-
ed upon said stud and projections from the
circumference of said wheel adapted to enter
In succession each of the holes in the feed-
drum, a brush fixed to the hopper and ex-
tending to the top of the drum, the shell be-
ing provided with a slot behind the brush,
substantially as set forth.

7. In an apparatus for the purpose indi-
cated, a shell provided with eyes, a cover for
the shell provided with bosses, spring-hooks
adapted.at one end to hook upon the said
bosses and at their other end to engage the
sald eyes, substantially as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of

two witnesses.
CHARLES BRISTOW.
"Witnesses:

E. P. O'DonNELL,
J. J. WATSON.
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