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To all whom tt may concern.:

Be 1t known that I, Louts A. MASSETTE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at New
York, in the State of New York, have imnvent-
ed certain new and useful Improvements in

Spinning-Tops, of which the following 1s a

specification.

My invention relates to spinning tops and
has for its objects; to provide a top in which
the spinning force from the string 1s applied
more advantageously than heretofore; to
provide a top in which the force from the

string is applied positively instead of friction-

ally as has heretofore been the practice; to
provide a top in which the winding surface
tor the string 1s so located that the string may

"~ be easily and expeditiously wound thereon
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and of such construction that the string will
unwind easily and readily without shipping
when the top is being spun. These objects,
and other advantages which will heremnatter
appear, I attain by means of the construction
illustrated in preferred form in the accompa-
nying drawings, whereimn— -

Figure 1 is a side elevation of one form of
my improved top having the string wound

- thereon ready for spinning:;
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Figure 2 1s a vertical central section of the
same, with the string omitted;

Figure 3 is a horizontal section taken on
the line (3) of Figure 2;

Figure 4 1s a view similar to Figure 2, illus-
trating a slightly modified form of top, which
may be spun on either end, and .

Figure 5 is a vertical central section of a
top substantially similar to that shown in
Figures 1, 2 and 3, but having only one groove
for the reception of the spinning string.

As illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, I provide a spinning top consisting of a
body portion 6, which may be of any pre-
ferred form, and is provided with a pair of
deep grooves 7, adapted to constitute the
winding surface for the string as illustrated
in Figure 1. Said grooves are located at ap-
proximately the center of the top, Intermedi-
ate its ends, such location being best adapted
tor the application of power from the string
when the top is spun. '

The portion of the body 8 lying between
the grooves 1s provided with a series ol pe-
ripheral notches 9, which cause the top to

emit a humming noise while spinning, and at |

.constructed 1n the ordinary manner.
advantages of the device will readily occur to 105

the same time serve to hold the string in posi-
tion in a manner to be presently described.
As the portion 8 is comparatively thin I pre-
fer to make it of a slightly less diameter than
the adjacent portions of the body, in order to
protect it from injury caused by coming into

' contact with the ground when the top topples

over or is carelessly spun. As the diameter
of the body portion at the grooves is consid-
erably reduced, I prefer to make the spinning
point 10 in the form of a rod, which will ex-
tend entirely through the top from end to
end, and thereby greatly strengthen the same
at 1ts weakest point, although 1t will be noted
that the ordinary form of plug point can be
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used in connection with my device, without

in any way departing from the nature of the
invention. It will also be noted that I can,
if desired, extend the rod 10 to form a spin-
ning point at each end, as illustrated in Fig-
ure 4, in which case both ends of the body
portion 6 should be made symmetrical.

By reference to Figures 1 and 3 1t will be
seen that when it is desired to spin the top,
the string is first looped around the portion 8
through one of the notches 9, which will pre-
vent it from slipping. The free ends are then
wound around in the grooves 7 and the top 1s
spun by being thrown from the hand in which
tﬁe string 1s retained in the usual manner.

In Figure 5 I have shown a construction
embodying the same principle of the appl-
cation of the spinning force from the string
to the top, butin this instance a single groove
11 is used, in which the string is wound with-
out being doubled, the construction of the
aroove being such that the string will not shp
off until it is entirely unwound.
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From the foregoing it will be noted that by
reason of the construction and location of the
orooves, the string can be easily wound there-

in without danger of slipping, and that owing

| to the string remaining 1n position until 1t 1s

entirely unwound the force therefrom will be
applied positively to the top, in the most ad-
vantageous manner; furthermore, the loca-
tion of the grooves will cause the spinning
force to be applied at approximately the cen-
ter of gravity of the top, all of which will

cause 1t to spin a much longer time than tops
Other

those familiar with the art.
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" Having thus described my invention and | of the portion of the body between the grooves \
being less than the diameter of the body on

illustrated its use, what 1 claim as new, and |
desire to secure by Letters Patent 1S the fol—

lowing:
1. A SplIlI]lIlg top bulged near its center

and provided with a rect&ngula,r winding
groove at such point.

2. A spinning top having intermediate 1ts
ends a pair of winding grooves, the portion of

the body between the grooves being provided |

with a notch, said notch being of a less depth

than the grooves and adapted to receive the

loop of a double string wound in the grooves.

3. A spinning top having intermediate 1ts

ends a pair of winding grooves, the diameter

either side of the grooves.

4. A bpmmng top having intermediate 11;::
ends a pair of winding grooves, the portion of
the body between the grooves being provided
with a notch, and of a less diameter than that

' of the body on either side of the grooves. |
In testimony whereof I have hereunto

siened my name in the presence of the two
subscrlbed witnesses.

LOUIS A. MASSETTE.
Witnesses:

J. C. BRaDLEY,
B. K. GAITHER.
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