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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE,

ATEXANDER H. BRUCE, OF WASHINGTON, DISTRICT OF COT.TTMBIA.

SOAP-HOLDER FOR WASHBOARDS.

No. 337,186,

| Speciﬂca,tibn of Letters Patent.

Patented Nov. 27, 1906.

To -all whom it may concern: o

- Beit known that I, ALexanper H. Bruos,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
“Washineton, in the District of Columbia,

‘have invented ecertain new and useful Im-

provements in Soap - Holders for Wash-
boards, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. . -

- This invention relates to washboards, the
object of the invention being to provide a

- soap-holder for washboards, the said soap-
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holder being ¢arried by the board and form-

ing a part thereof and so constructed as to
expose a cake of'soap to the action of the
water carried by the clothes over the front or
working face of the washboard, wherehy the
S04
clothing during the rubbing operation.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
vide means whereby the various parts of the
soap-holder are accessible, so that the soap
may be readily removed and replaced or re-

‘newed, as found necessary, the soap-holder

embodying means for advancing the soap as

1t 1s worn.away in the washing operation un--

til the last remnant of the cake is completely
used up.- |

~ 'With the above and other objects in view

3¢

~and claimed.
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- the lateh and its support.

& Tront elevation of a washboard

the mmvention consists in the novel construc-

tion, combination, and arrangement of parts
» + 3 » »

hereinafter more fully described, illustrated,

drawings, Figure 1 is
; . em%odyinﬂ*
the present invention. Fig. 2 is an enla.rgea
vertical tfransverse section through the upper
part of the washboard, showing the soap-
nolder, the construction thereof, and the re-
lation thereof to the washboard proper. Fig.
3 1s a horizontal section through the sovap-
holder, showing also a gorti,on of the wasg

1in the accompanying

board. Iig. 41s o detai perspective view of

- perspective view of the latch-keeper.

“head part 3, which is ordinarily o
- wardly
50
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- which is arranged a cup 5, the forward.

~ In the drawings I have illustrated a famil-
iar form of wa.sh%oard , comprising the frame
1, the corrugated rubbing-surface 2, and the
_ Iset rear-
to provide & pocket for containing
thesoap. . -~ -

Under the improvement contemplated
herein the upper portion of the frame of the

washboard may be flush with the rubbing- |
surface 2 thereof, if so desired, and such hesad
4, 1n |

portion is provided with an aperture ;
ace

1S sugaplied in the proper quantity to the

Kig. 5 1s & detail

il

-
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of which 1s perforated, as shown at 6, to al-
low the soap-suds to pass therethrough and

downwarg over the working face of the wash-

board. The cup 5 may.be of any suitable
depth from front to rear and is provided with
an attaching-flange 7, by means of which the
cup and the soa “holder as a whole is secured

60

to the back of the washboard, it being under-

stood thai the perforated face 6 of the cup is
located about flush with the corresponding
tace of the washboard. .

Within the cup 5 is arranged a sliding SO&P“.

holder comprising a back 8 and a flange 9,

which flange 1s shaped to correspond to the
imterior shape and size of the cup 5, as indi- -
The back 8 15 ex-

cated 1n Igs. 2 and 3.
tended to form a projecting flange 10, and to
the mnner surface of said flange is applied a
casket 11, adapted to rest i contact with

the rear edge of the cup 9, so as to form a

tight joint and prevent leakage. The for-

ward end of the holder is left open and the

front portion of such holder is occupied by a
cake of soap, as indicated at 12, behind
which i1s arranged a follower 13, which con-
sists of a plate forming a seat for one end of
a soap-advancing spring 14, the opposite end
of which bears against the back & of the
holder. 'Thelength of the spring is such that
it will cause the follower 13 to traverse the
soap-holder unftil it reaches and bears against
the perforated face-plate 6, so as to subject
every particle of the soap to the action of the
water. S |
The soap-holder 8 is held in place within
the cup 5 by means of a latch 15, pivotally
connected at 16 to a support 17, shown in
the form of a screw-eye, which is screwed
mto the back of the washboard. The free

end of the latch i1s deflected or curved, as

shown at 18, to engage the hooked extremity

19 of a keeper 20, which is also screwed into
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the back of the washboard, as shown, the ar- -

rangement of latch and its support and

keeper being such that the latch extends

across the back 8 of the soap-holder and
holds the same with the gasket 11 pressed
firmly against the cup 5 to prevent leakage.

To place tiie soap m the Eolder, 1t 18 only

I0L

10t

necessary to disengage the latch 15 from the

keeper 20 and withdraw the box or holder 8.
A cake of soap of the proper size is then
laced within the holder and in front of the

ollower 13 and the holder returned to its

place within the cup 5 and secured by means
of the latch 15.. As the wet clothes are

L1¢
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 vided with an aperture, of a flanged cup se-

1Q

2

rubbed over the surface of the washboard
water finds access to the exposed surface of
the cake of soap and dissolves the latter,
which passes outward through-the perfora-

-tions in the face-plate 6 and combines with
-the clothes being washed. B

' I'GlﬁLitIl‘——- | - L
1. The combination with a washboard pro-

cured to the back of the washboard and pro-

vided with a Eerforated face which lies sub-

fitted into the back of said cup and carrying
15

stantially flus

| ‘with the working surface of the
washboard, a flanged soap-holder removably

a gasket which. fits against the rear edge of

- the  cup and forms a liquid-tight joint, a
- spring-pressed soap-follower mounted within

- said

- holder in place within.the cup.

20

2. Thecombination with a washboard hav- '.
ing an aperture therein, of a.flanged cup se-:|’

older, and a latch for fastening said |

887,186

cured to the back of the washboard and PIO-

vided with a perforated face which lies sub-
stantially flush with the working surface of
the washboard, a flanged soap-holder remov-
ably inserted in the rear end of said cup and
carrying a gasket which fits against the rear

mounted in said holder, a latch connected to
a support projecting backward . from the

“edge of the cup, a spring-pressed follower

. 1 the 30
washboard, said latch being arranged to ex-.
tend across the back of the soap-holder and -~ -
fasten the latter in place within the cup, and

a keeper for said latch connected to and pro- . -

jecting backward from the washboard, sub-35
'~ In testimony whereof I affix fay signature” |
in presence of two witnesses. © n

~ ALEXANDER H. BRUCE.

stantially as described.

-
N
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- .

- Witnesses: =~
K. ALLEN,
E. FAGuE.
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