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To all whony it maly cCOnCerw:

Be it known that I, JaAmEs THOMPSON, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Greeley, in the county of Weld and State of
Colorado, have invented certaln new and

useful Improvements in Bag-Holders, of

which the following is a specification.

My invention pertains to bag-holders, and
it contemplates the provision of an easily-op-
erated bag-holder so constructed that the
hands of the operator are left entirely free
for the manipulation of bags and one which
is simple, light, and inexpensive, and yet 1s
well adapted to withstand the usage to
which bag-holders are ordinarily subjected.

The  invention will be fully understood
from the following description and claims
when taken in connection with the accom-
panying drawings, forming part of this speci-
heation, In which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the bag-
holder constituting the present and preferred
embodiment of my invention; Fig. 2, a verti-
cal section of the same; Fig. 3, a vertical sec-
tion taken in a plane at right angles to If1g. 2;
Fig. 4, an inverted plan view of the holder;

Fig. 5, a detail section, on an enlarged scale,

taken through one of the crown-bars of the
holder and one of the bag-engaging prongs;
and Fig. 6, an enlarged detail section illustrat-
ing the relative arrangement of the treadle
and the base when the former is depressed.

Similar letters and numerals designate cor-
responding parts in all of the views of the
drawings, referring to which— '

A is the base of the novel bag-holder. The
sald base i1s preferably of wood, and com-
prises bottom cleats 1 and boards 2 nailed,
screwed, or otherwise fixedly connected to
the bottom cleats. .

B B are uprights rising from opposite
edges of the base A. These uprights re-

spectively comprise two strips 3 and 4 of

band-iron, the outer strip 3 having its lower

end 5 bent at a right angle and disposed un-
der and bolted to one of the boards of the
base A, Fig. 4, and the inner strip 4 being
provided with a foot 6, disposed on the base
and connected therewith by the same bolts as
the end 5, and being also provided with an
oftset 7, which is arranged between the foot
and its straight portion, and 1s designed to
serve as a brace, and thereby preclude break-
ing of the upright at the corner where 1t 1s
joined to the base. Thestrips3and4 areriv-

"' mareﬁntermediate points in the height of the

uprights, and their upper ends are bent out-
wardly at a right angle, as indicated by 8.

C Care the crown-barsof the holder. These
bars comprise strips 9 of band iron, riveted
on the ends 8 of the uprights B, and blocks 10
of wood, bolted on said strips 9, and they are
each provided with two (more or less) verti-
cally-disposed-apertures 12 for a purpose pres-
ently set forth. = I
D D are forks, preferably of iron, round in
cross-section, arranged at the inmer sides of
the uprights B and having shoulders or abut-
ments 13 disposed below the crown-bars C,
and also having prongs 14, extendimg up-
wardly through the apertures 12 1 said
crown-bars. K K are bars of band-steel,
welded or otherwise connected to the said
forks and extending downwardly thereirom.

F Fare coiled springs, having armsconnect-
ed to the bars E and the uprights B, whereby
they are enabled to return the prongs 14 to
and normally hold the same in the position
illustrated relative to the crow-bars C,and G
a rock-shaft journaled in suitable bearings 15
on the under side of the base A and having an
arm 16 connected to one bar i and an arm 17
connected to the other bar E and terminating
in a treadle 18, which extends laterally in-
ward, and is therefore adapted when de-
pressed to bring up against the upper side ot
the base A, this with a view of preventing
undue stretchingjof the springs I when the
bag-engaging means is moved downwardly.
In this connection 1t will be noticed that
when pressure is removed from the treadle 18
and the bag-holding means 1s moved up-
wardly by the springs ¥ the shoulders or
abutments 13 will bring up against the crown-
bars, and thereby preclude undue upward
movement of said means. | -

As will be readily observed by reference to
Fig. 4 of the drawings, the rock-shaft G1s dis-
posed between the cleats 1 of the base A, as
are also the nuts on the bolts connecting the
uprights B to said base. Irom thisit follows
that the base is adapted to rest firmly on the
around, and at the same time the upper side
of the base is left free from projections and
affords a’'smooth rest for the bags. -

In the practical use of my novel bag-holder
the operator grasps the bag to be held at op-
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posite sides of the mouth thereof and after

disposing the bag between the uprights B
catches the upper portion thereof on the

eted or otherwise connected together at one or | prongs, 14 farthest from where he stands.
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2.

He then, through the medium of the bag

draws the said upright B toward the other
upright and presses the latter upright in-
wardly with his knee and places the bag on
the prongs 14, carried thereby. With thls
done the uprig hts B will tend to spring out-
wardly toward their normal positions, and
hence will securely hold the bag until it is

filled, and this in such manner that the oper-
ator’s hands are left entirely free for use in

filling the bag. To release the bag from the
holder, the operator has but to depress the
treadle 18, since when this is done the prongs
14 will be drawn down and out of engagement
with the bag and will be entirely sheathed in
the crown-bars C, so as to leave the upper
sides of said bars smooth, while the uprights
B 1n springing outwardly to their normal po-
sitions will carry the said crown-bars C away
from the bag. After the disengagement of
the prongs 14 from the bag pressure is re-
moved from the treadle 18, so as to permit
the return of the bag—engagmg means to its
normal position ready to hold another bag.

- It will be noted in conclusion that both in
putting a bag on and removing the same from
my novel holder the operator is enabled to
ireely use both of his hands; also, that the

halder is not only simple, me*z;penswe and

durable, but is compact and adapted to be

readily moved from place to place as well.

Having described my invention, what 1
plmm and desire to secure by Letters Patent,
18—

1. In a bag-holder, the combination of a

base, uprights
base sald uprights being formed of resilient
materlal whereby they are adapted to spring
laterally for the purpose set forth; spring-
pressed bag-engaging. prongs carried by and
movable with respect to the uprlghts and
means for moving said prongs against the ac-
tions of the springs.

2. In a bag-holder, the combination of a
base, uprlghts Tising from the base and bear-
ng crown—bars having apertures: said up-
rlghts being resilient, whereby they are adapt-
ed to spring laterally; bag-engaging prongs
movable 1s said apertures, a rock-shaft jour-
naled on the base and havmo* aTms and also
having a treadle on one arm, pronﬂ'—opemting
connections codperating with the prongs and
said treadle, and springs connected to the
said connections and the uprights.

3. In a bag-holder, the combination of a
base, uprights rising from the base and re-
spectwely comprising an outer metal strip
having its lower end bent at a right angle and
disposed below the base, and an inner metal
strip connected to the outer strip and having
a Toot disposed above the base and also hav-

ixed to and rising from the -
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ing an oliset intermediate its foot and 1ts up-
right portion, and means connecting the an-
gular ends of the outer strips and the feet of
the inner strips to the base.

4. In a bag-holder, the combination with a .

base comprising cleats and one or more boards
arranged on and connected to the cleats; of
uprlghts rising from the base and respectwely
comprising an outer metal strip having its

70

lower end bent at a right angle and dlsposed |

below the board portion of the base, between
the cleats, and an inner metal strip connected

to the outer strip and having a foot disposed

above the base and also having an offset in-
termediate its foot and its upright portion,
bolts extending through the angular ends ot
the outer strips, the board portion of the base
and the feet of the inner strips, bag-engaging
prongs movable in the upper portions of the
uprights, a rock-shaft journaled in bearings
on the un‘der side of the base, between the
cleats, and having arms one ot which termi-
nates in a treadle, and connections between
said arms of the rock-shaft and the prongs.

5. In a bag-hoider, the combination of a
base, uprights rising from the base and bearing
crown-bars having vertical apertures, fo1ks
having prongs movable in said apertures and
also having abutments arranged to bring up
against the under sides of the crown-bars, a
rock-shaft journaled on the base and hawng
arms and also having a treadle on one arm
arranged to bring up against the upper side
of the base, and bars connecting said arms
and the forks. |

6. In a bag-holder, the combination of a

base, uprights rising from the base and re-

Spectwely comprising an outer metal strip
having its upper end bent outwardly at a
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right angle and 1ts lower end bent inwardly at

aright angle and disposed below the base, and
an inner metal strip connected to the outer
strip and having an outwardly-bent upper
end, a foot disposed above the base and an
offset intermediate its foot and its upright
portion, crown-bars secured on the bent up-
per ends of the uprights and having vertical
apertures, forks having prongs movable in

said apertures and also having abutments ar-

ranged to bring up against the under sides.of
the crown-bars, a rock-shaft journaled on the
base and having arms and also having a
treadle on one arm, bars connecting the forks
and the arms of the rock-shaft, and springs
connecting said bars and the uprlghts |

In testlmony whereof 1 affix my SlgnatuPe
In presence of two witnesses.

JAMES THOMPSON

Witnesses:
Hy. CANDLIN,
G. M. HousToN.
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