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Ter et/ 7 w0002 T8 10007 CORCETTL: .
Be it- known that I, GEORGE LABARRE, &
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at New Orleans, in the parish of Or-
leans and State of Louisiana, have invented
new and useful Improvements in Loose-Leaf
Binders, of which the following is a speciiica-
tion. -
This invention relates to loose-leaf binders
of that type in which parallel leaf-holding
bars are employed in connection with means
for adjustingsaid barsrelatively to eachother,

so as to vary the space or distance between

the same, together with means for holding

the bars in their adjusted positions after the
desired adjustment has been effected.

The object of the present invention 1s to
provide novel and reliable means carried by
one of the bars for locking and holding the
same in fixed relation to the other bar.

With the above and other objects in view
the invention consists in the novel construc-
tion, combination, and arrangement of parts,
as hereinafter fully described,illustrated, and
claimed. . -

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s
a plan view of the loose-leaf holder. Fig. 21s

a longitudinal section through the same.

Fig. 3 1s a detail plan view showing the rela-
tion between the cam and the sliding jaws or
clamps.

Like reference-numerals designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
Ings. '

The loose-leaf binder or holder comprises
substantially parallel bars 1 and 2 of any

‘suitable length and preferably constructed ot

metal tubing rectangular in cross-section.
What may be termed the ‘‘stationary’ bar

1is provided with posts 3,havinga fixed rela-

tion thereto and extending laterally there-
from, while the adjustable bar 2 is provided
with openings 4 to receive the posts 3 and
permit the bar 2 to be adjusted lengthwise of
said posts and in this way to accommodate
any desired number of sheets which may be
held clamped between the bars 1 and 2. |
Within the bar 2 is a stationary jaw-plate
5. which is provided at or near its ends with
openings 6 1n line with the openings 4 to re-
ceive the posts 3. The plate 5 fits snugly
within the tubular bar 2 and is provided with
channels or recesses 7, in which are arranged
sliding jaws or clamps 8, each having its outer

and frictionally engage one of the posts 3, the
outer end of the recess 7 being enlarged, as
shown at 10, to accommodate the movements
of such forked extremity of each of the jaws
or clamps 8.

Centrally the recess 7 is enlarged in circular
form, as shown at 11, to provide space tor an
oscillatory cam 12, the outer curved and ec-
centric working edge or face of which codper-
ates with the correspondingly-concaved inner
working faces or edges of the sliding jaws or
clamps 8, as clearly shown in Fig. 3, so that

‘as the cam is turned the jaws or clamps 8 are

forced apart and their outer ends caused to
bind against the posts 3 and lock the plate 2
In position. '

In order to retract the jaws or clamps &,
the cam 12 is provided with retracting-fin-
gers 13, projecting somewhat tangentially
and on a curve from the outer edge of the
cam at diametrically opposite points, while
the jaws or clamps 8 are notched or cut away
at their innmer corners to provide curved
shoulders or working faces 14, with which the
retracting-fingers 13 codperate in such man-
ner as to draw the clamps 8 inward toward
each other and relieve the clamping engage-
ment thereof with the posts 3..

The cam 12 is provided with a socket or
key seat 15, adapted to recelve a suitable key
for turning the cam to effect the operation
above described, and the casing of the tubu-

lar bar 2 is cut away to provide for the at-
tachment of an escutcheon-plate 16, secured
in place by any suitable means and provided
with an opening 17 to admit the key.

By means of the construction above de-

| seribed all of the operative parts of the

clamping mechanism are housed and con-
cealed within the bar 2, and said mechanism
provides for positively operating the jaws 1n
both directions, for forcing them into engage-

ment with the posts, and withdrawing them
from engagement therewith. It will also be

seen that the housing-plate inserted in the
tubular bar 2 removes all strain from the
tubing, the entire clamping strain being car-
ried by said plate and preventing the posts
from being spread outward against the thin
edges of the tubing, which would in a short
time impair the working of the clamping
mechanism and render the binder as a whole
unreliable. The construction described also
adds materially to the strength, life, and

55 endforked,asshownat9,to partially embrace | durability of the binder as a whole.
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The outer ends of the recesses 7 are en-

larged, as shown at 10, to accommodate the

movements of the forked extremity of each of

the jaws or clamps 8, so as to limit the out-

ward movement of said clamps, as when the
member 2 1s removed from posts 3, should
sald member be tilted on end, the'clamps 8
will be held sufliciently checked at 9 so as not
to cover the holes 6 and also keep the curved
shoulders 14 of clamps 8 in such position that

the retracting-fingers 13 of the cam 12 can

engage the same. ' _
Having thus described the invention, what

I claim 18—

1. A loosé-leat binder comprising. oppo-
sitely-located leaf-holding bars, posts con-

nected to one bar and passing through the
other bar, a stationary jaw-plate housed
within one bar and having openings for the
posts 1n line with the openings in the bar,
shiding jaws or clamps working in channels in
said bar, and an operating-cam also mounted
within said bar and adapted to force the jaws

into engagement with said posts and retract
the same. -

2. Aloose-leaf binder comprising leaf-hold-
ing bars, posts connected to one bar and pass-

ing through the other bar, and clamping mech-

an1SIn II_lQllIlted wholly within one bar and

embodying oppositely-arranged sliding jaws
or clamps the outer ends of which are adapt-
ed to frictionally engage the posts, and the
inmner ends of which are
shaped notches forming curved shoulders,

and a cam interposed between the inner ends
of said jaws or clamps and provided with re-
tracting-ingers movable into and out of said
notches to engage the curved shoulders, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose described.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses. '

GEORGE LABARRE.

Witnesses:
Devrvarire H. TafARD,

R..J. NoguUts.
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