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To all whom it maly concermn:

Be it known that I, CHARLES Il. CHAPMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
Kansas City, in the county of Jackson and
State of Missouri, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Vehicle-Tongue
Supports, of which the following 1s a specifi-
cation. |

My invention relates to vehicle-tongue sup-
ports of that class by which the weight of the
tongue is removed from the necks of the ani-
mals: and my object is to produce a simple
and efficient attachment of this character by
which the tongue can be supported in raised
or inoperative position.

With this object in view and others, as here-
inafter appear, the invention consists in cer-
tain novel and peculiar features of construc-
tion and organization, as hereinafter de-
seribed and claimed, and in order that i1t may
be fully understood reference is to be had to
the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view
hounds and tongue of a vehicle equipped
with a tongue-support attachment embody-
ing my invention. Fig. 21s a cross-section
on the line IT II of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a side
view with the tongue occupylng an 1nopera-
tive position.

Referring to the said drawings in detail, 1

 indicates the hounds, and 2 the tongue pIV-
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oted to and between the hounds, as at 3.
The attachment is constructed as follows:
4 indicates a pair of hooks, which when 1n
position, as shown, embrace the outer sides
and upper and lower edges of the hounds at a
point rearward of the pivot 3, and projecting
inward from the upper portions of said hooks
are bolt extensions 5, engaged by turn-
buckle 6, the threads of the bolts and turn-
buckle being of such character that when the
latter is turned it will cause the hooks to
move inward or outward, so as to diminish
or increase the distance between them.
From the foregoing it will be seen that the
upper portions of the hooks overlie the
tongue rearward of its pivot, and thus pre-
vent the front end of the tongue from sag-
oing and imposing the weight thereof on the

animals. Through the medium of the turn-

buckle the hooks can be clamped sufficiently |

firm to guard against any possibility of slip-
page forward on the hounds; but 1n order to
absolutely prevent such disarrangement of
the hooks I secure upon the tongue near 1ts
opposite sides the plates 7, terminating at

of the front

flanges or shoulders 8, which bear against
the front sides of the hooks. Ior a purpose
which hereinafter appears the front ends of
said plates are arched slightly, as at. 9, and
terminate in heads 10, preferably cylindrical,
as shown. _

{1 indicates stiff spring-plates having
their front ends terminating in downwardly-
disposed hooks 12. Said plates rest upon
the hooks 4 and are provided with longitudi-

nal slots 13, engaging screw-bolts 14, ex-

tending up through the hooks 4, nuts 15 en-
caging said screw-bolts and clamping plates
11 rigidly at the desired point upon sald
hooks 4. The plates 11 overlie plates 7 and

terminate short of the front ends of the lat-

ter, so that when the tongue is grasped and
swung upward the arched portions 9 of plates

7 will ride under hooks 12 and spring the

' their rear ends in upwardly - projecting
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plates thereof upward until the heads 10

pass behind the hooks 12, when the latter
will spring downward and engage said heads,
ss shown clearly in Fig. 3, and hold the
tongue elevated, as also shown in said last-
named figure, so that the vehicle may be

stored in a shorter shed or room than would

be possible if the tongue projected straight

forward.
When the team is to be hitched, it is placed

in proper position at opposite sides of the
vertical plane of the tongue, and the latter 1S

orasped and drawn downward, the pull being
sufficient to readily effect the withdrawal of
the heads 10 from engagement with the
hooks 12. The angle at which the tongue
may be supported in its raised or inoperative
position may be varied appreciably by a
very slight longitudinal adjustment of plates
11, and for this reason said plates are pro-
vided with the longitudinal slots 13.

From the above description it will be ap-
parent that I have produced attachments of
the character described which embody the
features of advantage enumerated as desir-
able and which are susceptible of minor
changes without departing from. the PTINCl-
ple of construction involved.

Having thus described the invention, what
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, 1s—

1. A tongue-support attachment for vehi-
cles, comprising a pair of hooks having
threaded stems, and a turnbuckle engaging
said stems and adapted to cause the hooks to

| approach or recede from each other.
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2. The combination with a vehicle having
hounds and a tongue pivoted thereto, of a
tongue - support attachment comprising a
“pair of hooks engaging the outer sides and up-
5 per and lower edges of the hounds and over-
ying the tongue rearward of its pivotal point
and provided with threaded bolt extensions
projecting from said overlying portions, and

a turnbuckle engaging said bolt extensions.
te 3. The combination with a vehicle having
hounds and a tongue pivoted thereto, of a
tongue - support attachment comprising a
pair ol hooks engaging the outersides and up-
qu and lower edges of the hounds and over-
ying the tongue rearward of its pivotal point
and provided with threaded bolt extensions
projecting from said overlying portions, a
turnbuckle engaging said bolt extensions,

and plates secured to the tongue and occupy-

20 1ng the path of forward movement of said
hooks to prevent the latter sliding forward on
the hounds. | -

4. The combination with a vehicle having
hounds and a tongue pivoted thereto, of a
25 tongue - support attacﬁment comprising  a

pair of hooks engaging the outersides and up-

. Fer and lower edges of the hounds and over-

ying the tongue rearward of its pivotal point
and provided with threaded boﬂ extensions
30 projecting from said overlying portions, a

turnbuckle engaging said bolt extensions, and

plates secured upon the tongue forward of

the hooks and provided with shoulders at
their rear ends engaging the front sides of

- 35 said hooks.

5. The combimation with a vehicle having
“hounds and a tongue pivoted thereto, of an
~attachment connecting and clamped to the

hounds and overlying the tongue rearward of
40 1ts pivotal point, a spring-plate secured to

r
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said attachment and terminating at its front
end mn a downwardly-disposed hook, and a
plate secured to the tongue forward of its piv-
otal point and provided with a headed portion
above the tongue for engagement with the 45
hook: of said spring-plate when the front end

~of the tongue is raised sufficiently high.

6. The combination with a vehicle having
hounds and a tongue pivoted thereto, of an

attachment connecting and clamped to the 5o
hounds and overlying the tongue rearward of
its pivotal point, a longitudinally-adjustable

| spring-plate secured to said attachment and

having its front end terminating in a hook,
and a plate secured to the tongue forward of 55 -
1ts pivotal point and provided with a headed
portion above the tongue for engagement
with the hook of said spring-plate when the
iront end of the tongue is raised sufficiently

'high. | 6o |

7. The combination with a vehicle having
hounds and a tongue pivoted thereto, of an
attachment connecting and clamped to the
hounds and overlying the tongue rearward of
its pivotal point, a spring-plate secured to 63
said attachment and termimating at its front
end 1 a downwardly-disposed hook, and a
plate secured to the tongue forward of its piv-
otal point and provided with a headed por-
tlon above the tongue for engagement with 70
the hook of said spring-plate when the front
end of the tongue is raised sufficiently high,
and at 1ts rear end in a shoulder in the path of
forward movement of the attachment. .

In testimony whereof I affix my signature 7s

1n the presence of two witnesses.

CHARLES H. CHAPMAN.

Witnesses: |
H. C. RopGERs,
G. Y. THORPE.
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