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To all whom it may concerw:
- Be it known that we, GEORGE W. HAZLE-.
WOOD, residing
county of Palo Pinto, and HExry C. RoBIN-
SON, residing at Fort Worth, in the.county of
Tarrant, State of Texas, -citizens .of the
United States, have invented new and usetul

at Mineral Wells, in the

Improvements in Hitching Devices, of which
the following is a specification. '
This invention relates to hitching devices

of the type employed for hitching an animal

h

to a post or other fixture, and has for its ob-
jects to produce a comparatively simple 1n-
expensive -device -of this character which m

the animal prior to entering the vehicle.

Withthese and other objects in view the n-
vention comprises the novel features of con-

struction and combination of parts more
fully hereinafter described.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 1s |

a view, partly in perspective, of a device em-
bodying the invention and showing the same
applied for use. TFig. 2 is a top plan view of
the hitching device. TFig. 3 is a perspective
view of the same, showing the parts in releas-
ing position. Fig. 4 is a detail view ot a por-
tion of the hitching device.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates a
hitching-strap connected at one end with the
hitching device 2, adapted for engagement
with a bit-ring 3, to which is connected one
end of a rein 4, these parts, except as herein-
after explained, being of the usual or any pre-
ferred construction and material and adapted
in practice to perform their ordinary tunc-
tions. -

The hitching device 2, forming the subject-
matter of the present invention, comprisesa
primary member 5 and a secondary rela-
tively movable member 6, pivoted between
its ends at 7 to the member 5, which latter 1s
provided at its forward end with a laterally-
projecting portion or head 8, having an out-
wardly-opening slot 9, and at its rear end
with an opening 10 and with an outstanding
richt-angularly-disposed bearing portion or
flange 11, there being provided on the mem-
ber 5, adjacent its rear end, a spring-engaging
element or latch 12. -

Pivoted at its rear end, as at 13, to the

_ be conveniently -operated
through the medium of the rein by the-occu-
pant of the vehicle to release the animal,
thus obviating the necessity for unhitching .

im.ember 5 is-a movable bar er keeper 14, de-
siogned to seat -at its forward end within the

slot 9 and in turn hawing a slot 14’ te receive

the bit-ring 3, while formed -on the forward

end of the secondary member 6 is.a wedge-

shaped portion or cam-head 15, adapted to
move in -a direction transversely of the tor-
| ward portion of the member 5-and presenting
an inclined face 16,.on which the member 14

rides for movement to releasing position, .as

hereinafter explained, there being provided
on the rear.end -of member 6 and.disposed 1
a plane at right angles thereto a rem-engag-
ing portion or plate 17, adapted to normally

bear at its outer edge upon the flange 11 and
at its inner-edge beneath the spring-latch 12.
The member 6 has formed thereon adjacent

its fulerum 7 a transversely-extending -cam
| portion or projection 18, having an. out-

wardly and forwardly inclined face 19,

adapted to act upon the rear end of the

keeper 14 for moving the same to.active.en-
gaging position.

In practice the device 2 is engaged with the
bit-ring by seating the latter in the slot 14’
and moving the member 6 to the position
illustrated in Fig. 2, whereby the inclined
face 19 of the cam portion 18 will act upon
the rear end of the keeper-bar 14 for moving
the latter to active position, with its forward
end seated in the slotted head, which latter
holds the ring in the slot 14/, it being noted
that under these conditions the plate 17,

which is disposed at an obtuse angle to the

member 6, will extend parallel with the rear
portion of member 5 and be maintained In
locked engagement with the latter through
the medium of the spring-catch. Upon en-
oaging the device 2, which is secured to the
hitching-strap 1 by securing the end of the
latter, through the opening 10, with the bit-
ring, as just explained, the rein 4 is properly
seated beneath the plate 17, as seen in Kig. 1,
whereby the operator may, after mounting
to the vehicle by exerting traction upon the
rein 4 release the plate 17 from engagement
with the catch 12 and swing the plate outward
to the position seen in Fig. 3, thereby mov-
ing the member 6 for forcing its head 15 be-
neath the member 14, which, in riding upward
on the inclined face 16,1s moved toinactive or
releasing position to permit escape of the
ring 3 from the slot 14/, as before stated and
as will be readily understood. It may be
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mentioned in this connection that when the
parts of the device are in engaging position

- the inner edge of keeper-bar 14 will be

slightly spaced from the adjacent face of the
member 5 to permit ready entrance of the

- pomnted end of the head 15 between said

IO

- parts. - o
From the foregoing it is apparent that we

produce a simple device admirably adapted
for the attainment of the ends in view, it be-
ing understood that in attaining these ends
minor changes in the details herein set forth
may be resorted to without departing from
the spirit of the invention.

-Having thus described our invention, what
we claim as new is— '

1. A hitching device comprising a pair of

- members connected for relative swinging

20

movement, one of the members being pro-
vided with a slotted head, a movable keeper
carried by the device and having an open slot

to receive-a bit-ring and seat in the slotted

head for holding the ring in place, and a cam
portion provided on the other member to act

for moving the keeper to releasing position.

2. A hitching device comprising a primary

- member having a slotted head, a movable

30

keeper associated with said member and slot-
ted to receive a bit-ring, said keeper being
adapted for movement to release the bit-
ring, and a secondary relatively movable
member adapted for operation to move the
keeper to releasing position.

836,971

3. A hitching device comprising a primary
member, a movable keeper associated with
the member and having a slot for the recep-
tion of a bit-ring, means on the primary
member for closing the slot to hold the bit-
ring in place, and a secondary relatively mov-
able member connected with the primary
member and having cam portions designed
to act upon the keeper for moving the same
to active or inactive position. |

4. A hitching device comprising a primary
member, a keeper movably connected with

sald member and having a seat for the recep-

tion of a bit-ring, said primary member being
provided with a slotted head to receive the
end of the keeper for retaining the bit-ring in
sald seat, and asecondary, relatively movable
member operable by a rein and having a cam

portion to act upon and for moving the

keeper to releasing position. o
In testimony whereof we affix our signa-

tures in presence of witnesses.

' GEORGE W. HAZLEWOOD.
HENRY C. ROBINSON.

Witnesses to signature of George W. Ha-
zlewood : - | - |
- H. E. BRADFORD,
Anxson Hazrewoop. - | .
- Witnesses to signature of Henrv C. Robin-

son: |
T. D. Hurr,
D. H. Harris.
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