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To all whom it may concern: | ance with the special use to which the claSP.

Be it known that I, LEoNARD 5. ALEXO- |
vITs, a citizen of the United States, residing
at Bridgeport, county of Fairfield, State of

. Connecticut, have invented a new and useful
Clasp, of which the following is a specifica~
tion.

This invention has for its object to provide |
a simple and inexpensive clasp adapted for

o general use either upon light or heavy arti-
cles of clothing, as upon stocking-supporters
and upon suspenders to hold trousers and
drawers, either or both, the clasp being adapt-
ed to take a firm hold upon a large surface of

(5 the carment to be held and to grip it firmly,
but without puncturing or tearing it.

“With these and other objects in view 1
have devised the novel clasp of which the fol-
lowing description, in connection with the ac-

20 companying drawings, is a specification, ref-
erence characters being used to indicate the
several parts. | -

In the drawings I have illustrated a clasp
especially adapted for use upon heavy gar-

25 ments. It should be understood, however,
that this type of clasp is equally adapted for
use upon lighter garments, as upon a stock-
ing-supporter, the only difference being that
for use upon trousers and other heavy gar-

30 ments the jaws are made relatively heavy,

- and for use upon lighter garments, as upon
stockings, the jaws are made relatively
lichter and lie closer together in the closed
position. | .

35 . Figure 1 is a plan view of my novel clasp
in the closed position; Fig. 2, an edge view
corresponding therewith, except that shoul-
ders upon the jaws are omitted; Kig. 3, an
edge view corresponding with Fig. 1, the

40 jaws being in the open position; Fig. 4, a lon-
oitudinal section on the line 4 4 in Kig. 1;
Ifig: 5, a plan view illustrating a slightly-va-
riant form, the jaws being in the closed posi-
tion; and Fig. 6 is a longitudinal section on

45 theline 6 6 1n Kig. 5.

10 denotes the upper jaw, and 11 the lower
jaw, said jaws being pivoted at their rear
ends upon an elongated eye or loop 12, to
which the textile web (not shown) is attached.

so The jaws are normally thrown to the open
position, as in Fig. 3, by means of a spring
13, which is coiled about the pivotal portion
of the eye and whose ends engage the jaws,

jaw.

respectively, and act to separate them. The

is applied. The shanks of the jaws lie paral-
lel with each other, and their forward ends
are curved to substantially a horseshoe form
and provided with correspondingly-inclined
operative faces, as at 23, the lower jaw being
smaller than the upper jaw and closing with-
in it, as clearly shown. o

In Fig. 1 I have shown the inner jaw as
curving inward slightly and lying separated
from the outer jaw at the point of intersec-
tion of the curved portion with the shanks,
as at 14, and in Figs. 1, 2, and 3 I have shown
the jaws as provided with shoulders 15 on
their contiguous faces. These inward curves
and shoulders may or may not be used, as
preferred. The object of the inward curve
1s to provide for receiving a fold of a heavy

carment, and the object of the shoulders i1s

to provide a tighter grip, if required, upon a
garmendt. | o

16 denotes a slide which comprises cross-

pieces 17, which engage the under side of the
lower jaw and move longitudinally thereon,
and eyes 18, which extend upward between
the shanks of the jaws and above the upper

19 denotes a cam Which' extends trans-
versely within the eyes and bears upon the

upper side of the upper jaw, and 20 denotes

an operating-lever which is rigidly secured to

or formed integral with the cam.

24 denotes stops upon the upper jaw, which
limit the forward movement of the cam and
prevent the slide and cam from becoming de-
tached from the jaws.

In the form illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4, 1n-
clusive, the operating-lever is made rela-
tively long and in the closing position lies in
engagement with loop 12.

In the form illustrated in Figs. 5 and 6 the
operating-lever is made relatively short and
in the closing position bears upon a cross-
piece 21, extending transversely between the

shanks of the lower jaw. The shanks of the

upper jaw are preferably provided near their
pivotal point with depressions 22, which re-

‘ceive the cam in the open position, as clearly

shown in Kig. 3.

The operation will be clearly understood
from the drawings. To attach the clasp to a
carment, the slide is moved toward the piv-
otal point of the shanks until the cam rests
in the depressions, which permits the spring
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Fig. 3. Tt should be understood, however, | vided with an operating-lever, substantially

that the depressions are not an essential fea-
ture of construction and may be omitted, 1t
preferred, the necessity for the depressions
depending upon the width of the jaw-shanks
and their configurations.
clusive, I have shown the forward ends of the
jaws as curved slightly toward each other.
This likewise is a feature of construction
that may or may not be adopted, as preferred.
When the jaws are in the open position, the

operator passes the edge or a fold of the gar-

ment or garments to be held, as trousers and
drawers, either or both, or a stocking be-
tween them. The slide is then moved for-
ward until the jaws are closed upon the gar-
ment or garments, and then the operating-

lever is turned downward to the closing po-

sition, the effect of which is to cause the jaws
to grip the garment held between them with
When the operating-lever 1s
turned from the position shown in Ifig. 3 to
the position shown in the other figures, the
outer edge of the cam will bear upon the 1n-
ner faces of eyes 18, which will draw the cross-
pieces against the under side of the shanks of
the lower jaw, and the inner edge of the cam

~ will bear upon the upper side of the shanks of

30

the upper jaw, thus closing the jaws firmly
together. To release the garment, 1t 1s
simply required to raise the operating-lever
and then mowve the slide backward to the po-

sition shown in Fig. 3, which permits the

35

spring to throw the jaws to the open position.

The spring, however, is not an essential fea-
ture, as the device is perfectly operative with-

out 1t. |
Having thus described my 1nvention, .1

- elaim—

16

1. A clasp comprising jaws pivoted to-

ogether at their rear ends, a slide adapted to

move on said jaws and a cam carried by the
slide and bearing upon one of the jaws where-

- by the jaws are closed together.

45

55

ogether at their rear ends, a slide adapted to
move on said jaws and comprising eyes and
cross-pieces bearing:upon one jaw, and a
cam engaging the eyes and the other jaw
whereby said jaws are closed together. .
3. A clasp comprising jaws pivoted to-
gether at their rear ends, a slide adapted to
move on said jaws, and comprising eyes and
cross-pieces bearing upon one jaw, and a cam
engaging the eyes and the other jaw and pro-

In Figs. 1 to 4, in-

2. A clasp comprising jaws pivoted to-

as described for the purpose specified.

4. A clasp comprising jaws pivoted to-
gether at their rear ends, the shanks thereotf
lying parallel, their forward ends being

‘curved to substantially horseshoe form, one
jaw lying within the other and both of said
1aws having correspondingly-inclined faces, a
slide adapted to move on said jaws and a

cam carried by the slide and bearing upon
one of the jaws whereby the jaws are closed
together. |

5. A clasp comprising jaws pivoted to-

ogether at their rear ends, and having corre--

spondingly-inclined operative faces, a shde
adapted to move on said jaws, and a cam
carried by the slide whereby the jaws are
closed together. . _

6. A clasp comprising jaws pivoted to-
oether at their rear ends and having corre-
spondingly-inclined faces and shoulders 15

7¢C
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on their contiguous faces, a slide adapted to

move on sald jaws and a cam carried by the
slide whereby the jaws are closed together.
7. A clasp comprising jaws pivoted to-
oether at their rear ends, and having corre-
spondingly curved and inclined operative
faces, the under jaw lying within the upper
jaw and being curved inward away from the
iner jaw at the rear end of a curved portion,
for the purpose set forth, a slide adapted to
move on sald jaws and .a cam carried by the
slide whereby the jaws are closed together.

8. A clasp comprising. jaws pivoted to-
cether at their rear ends, a spring acting to
throw the jaws to the open position, a slide

adapted to move on said jaws and a cam car-

ried by the slide whereby the jaws are closed

together.

9. A clasp comprising upper and lower
jaws pivoted together at their rear ends, the
sides of the upper jaw being provided with
depressions near the pivotal point, a shde
adapted to move on said jaws and a cam car-

ried by the slide and bearing upon the upper

jaw to close said jaws and passing into the
depressions when the jaws are in the open po-
sition. B ' .

In testimony whereof I aflix my signature
1n presence of two witnesses.

LEONARD S. ALEXOVITS.

Witnesses: -
A. M. WOOSTER,
S. 'W. ATHERTON.
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