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" To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Sam MILLER, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Marshfield,
in the county of Wood and State of Wiscon-
sin, have invented a new and useful Artificial
Fruit, of which the following 1s a specifica-

tion. |

The object of the present invention is to
provide an artificial bunch of fruit in the si-

militude of bananas for displaying purposes

Dby fruit dealers and the like.

“'With this object in view the present mven-
tion consists in the combination and arrange-
ment of parts, as will be hereinafter more
fully described, shown in the accompanying
drawings, and particularly pointed out in the
appended claims, it being understood that
changes in the form, proportion, size, and
minor details may be made within the scope
of the claims without departing from tﬁe
spirit or sacrificing any of the advantages of
the invention. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of an artificial bunch of fruit embodying
the features of the present invention. FKig. 2
is a side elevation thereof, some of the mem-
bers being removed to disclose the mechan-
ical construction of the invention. Fig. 3 1s
o cross-sectional view taken through the stem
and between adjacent tiers of the artificial
fruit. Fig. 4 is a detail view of one of the
spacing elements. Fig. 5is a detail perspec-
tive view of one of the artificial bananas. '

Like characters of reference designate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures of the
drawings. ' .

In carrying out the present invention there
is provided a central stem 1, preferably of
wood and tapered upwardly in the similitude
of the stem of a bunch of bananas. Clus-
tered around the stem, as in the natural

© fruit, is a plurality of artificial bananas 2,
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which will ordinarily be formed of wood.
The artificial bananas are arranged 1n annu-
lar sets or tiers, which are graduated in size
and increase in lengths downwardly from the
upper end of the bunch. Each of the upper
sots or tiers of artificial bananas is carried by
a band 3, preferably a wire which 1s threaded

through a perforation 4, extending trans-

versely through the upper end of each of the
bananas, the ends of the band being inter-

twisted or otherwise connected. |
For the separation of adjacent tiers of ba-

nanas I provide two forms of spacing mem-

bers, (designated 5 and 6,) each of which 1s |

iy

in the nature of a flat plate or disk having a
central opening 7 for the reception of the
stem 1. As the stem is tapered upwardly,
the sizes of the central openings in the suc-
cessive spacing members decrease upwardly
in order that each plate may be held at the
desired height upon the stem by reason of the
frictional engagement of the walls of the
opening 7 with the stem. The set or tier of
bananas immediately above each spacing
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member hangs down over the outer edge

thereof, so as to hold the bananas in an out-

wardly and downwardly inclined position in

imitafion of the natural fruit. As the upper-

most sets or tiers of bananas ordinarily lie in

close proximity, the spacing members are

omitted from two or more of the upp

bananas is provided with a spacing member,
the distance between adjacent spacing mem-
bers increasing downwardly from the top of

FAS,

ermost
sets of bananas, and each of the other sets of
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the bunch. The spacing members also in- "

crease in diameter in a general way from the
top to the bottom of the bunch; but there 1s
no regularity in the increase, as it will be seen
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that the next to the lowermost spacing ele-

above spacing element.
As shown in Fig. 3, it will be seen. that

one of the SE&Ong elements is in the nature of
a disk and has a continuous external periph-
eral edge, while in Fig. 4 there has been 1llus-

trated a spacing element having 1ts outer pe-

riphery provided with an annular series of
segmental notches or seats 8, In which the
bananas of the next above tiler are respec-
tively received, so as to positively hold the
bananas in a regular spaced relation. Such
of the spacing elements as have continuous
outer peripheral edges permit of the bananas
of the next above set being conveniently ad-

justed to lie between the bananas of the next

below set, and therefore ' enable the con-
venient adjustment of certain of the bananas

so as to give the bunch the desired effect. -

By preference the lowermost set of bananas
are mot connected by a band, but each
banana is individually connected to the stem
by means of a wire or other flexible connec-
tion 9, the several wires being of dilierent
lengths, so as to permit of the bananas hang-
ing down in irregular order at the bottom of
the bunch in imitation of the natural fruit.

An eye 10 is provided in the upper end of
the stem for convenience in suspending the

bunch from a suitable support.

ment is smaller in diameter than the next =
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It will of course be understood that the

artificial bananas and the stem are painted
or otherwise treated to have the color and

general appearance of the natural fruit, and

as the arta

cial elements are not perishable

the present device is very effective for the

purpose of display, and by interspersing sev-
eral artificial bunches with natural bunches

an extensive display may be made with a

minimum stock of natural fruit. _
I propose to construct the present device

of wood, paper, rubber, or other suitable ma-

terial, and in lieu of the suspending-eye 10
any other appropriate suspending means may
be employed. While Fig. 2 of the drawings
omits a spacer between the upperimost sets
of bananas, itis of course perniissible to use
one at this pointif it becomesnecessary. In-
stead of forming the spacers of wood they

may be skeleton in form and may be of wire.
‘Having thus described the invention, what

1s claimed 1s— _

1. A bunch of artificial fruit including a
stem, superimposed annular sets of artificial
fruit upon the stem, and a series of spacing
devices carried by the stem and engaging the
artificial fruit to support the latter in the
similitude of the natural article. _

2. An artificial bunch of bananas com-
prising a stem which is tapered upwardly, a
serles of spacing-plates having central open-

ings receiving the stem and snugly embrac- |

ing the same to support the spacing elements
thereon, and superimposed annular series of

35 artificial fruit embracing the stem and hang- |
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ing down over the outer edg'es of the respec-

tive spacing-plates. | .

3. An artificial bunch of bananas compris-
ing a stem, a series of superimposed spacing-
plates carried concentrically by the stem,
some of the plates being provided at their
outer edges with notches, and superimposed
annular sets of artificial bananas embracing
the stem and hanging down over the edges of
the respective spacing-plates.

4. ‘An artificial bunch of bananas compris-
ing a stem, a series of superimposed spacing
elements carried concentrically by the stem,
annular sets of artificial bananas hanging
down over the edges of the respective spacing
devices, and a band connecting the upper
ends of the respective sets of artificial ba-
nanas and embracing the stem. -

5. An artificial bunch of bananas compris-
Ing a stem, a series of superimposed spacing
elements carried concentrically by the stem,
annular sets of artificial bananas hanging
down over the edges of the respective spacing
devices, a band connecting the upper ends of
the respective sets of artificial bananas and
embracing the stem, and individual connec-
tions between certain of the artificial bananas
and the stem. .

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

SAM MILLER.

Witnesses:

C.S. VEDDER,
GEo. H. REYNOLDS.

40

45

50

55-

60

65



	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

